
Research	Dissemination

Research	report	for	the	Royal	Commission	into	Violence,	Abuse,
Neglect	and	Exploitation	of	LGBTQA+	people	with	disability
LGBTQA+	people	in	Australia	have	consistently	reported	higher	levels	of
violence,	harassment	and	abuse	and	poorer	physical	and	mental	health	than
the	general	population.	In	turn,	LGBTQA+	people	with	disability	experience
substantially	greater	challenges	and	poorer	outcomes	than	LGBTQA+	people
without	disability,	including	experiences	of	violence,	abuse	and	neglect.

LiDs	Director	Christine	Bigby	is	one	of	the	authors	of	a	new	research	report	that
has	been	prepared	in	collaboration	between	the	Australian	Research	Centre	in
Sex,	Health	and	Society	(ARCHS)	and	LiDs	for	the	Royal	Commission	into
Violence,	Abuse,	Neglect	and	Exploitation	of	LGBTQA+	people	with	disability.
This	work	comprised	a	secondary	analysis	of	data	from	two	national	surveys	on
the	health	and	wellbeing	of	LGBTIQA+	people	in	Australia,	one	which	focused
on	young	people	aged	14-21	and	the	other	on	adults	aged	18	and	over.	In
many	instances,	large	majorities	of	LGBTIQA+	people	with	disability	reported
experiencing	violence,	abuse,	neglect	or	exploitation.	Experiences	of	abuse
were	also	reported	in	relation	to	service	systems,	in	intimate	relationships	and
families.	Adults	categorised	with	more	severe	disabilities	appear	to	be	at	even
higher	risk	of	abuse	and	a	host	of	negative	outcomes.

ARCHS	Director	Associate	Professor	Adam	Bourne	will	conduct	a	seminar	on



this	work	in	early	2023.	The	full	report	and	an	easy-read	version	can	be	found
on	the	Royal	Commission	website	[link]

FASD	Awareness	Month
Every	September	is	International	Fetal	Alcohol	Spectrum	(FASD)	Awareness
Month.	FASD	is	a	neurocognitive	disability	with	a	prevalence	rate	higher	than
well-recognised	conditions	such	as	Autism	and	Down	Syndrome.	However,
professionals	in	health,	social	service,	disability	and	education	report	that	they
know	little	about	it.	Australia	has	a	National	FASD	Strategic	Action	Plan	but	at
present	does	not	have	national	FASD	prevalence	data,	and	there	is	general
agreement	among	researchers	and	practitioners	that	rates	are	underestimated.

LiDs	researcher	Dr	Kerryn	Bagley	is	co-chair	of	the	Victorian	FASD	Special
Interest	Group	(VIC	FASD	SIG),	which	arranged	a	number	of	FASD	awareness
events	and	activities	throughout	the	month.	Our	September	LiDs	Seminar	was
part	of	this	programme,	and	featured	presentations	from	Dr	Bagley	as	well	as
FASD	Parent	Advocate	Ms	Angelene	Bruce	and	Professor	Anita	Gibbs	from	the
University	of	Otago,	NZ.

A	series	of	FASD	video	resources	developed	by	LiDs	and	the	La	Trobe	Rural
Health	School	is	available	on	our	website	[link]

2022	ASID	Conference
A	number	of	our	researchers	presented	at	the	2022	Australasian	Society	for
Intellectual	Disability	(ASID)	conference,	which	was	held	virtually	across	two
days	on	4	and	9	November.	LiDs	director	Professor	Christine	Bigby	is	also	the
current	president	of	ASID.

The	theme	of	this	year’s	conference	was	“Inclusion	–	being	there,	being
involved	and	being	valued”,	and	featured	keynotes	and	sessions	delivered	by
researchers,	service	providers,	policy	and	advocacy	practitioners,	self-
advocates	and	family	members	of	people	with	intellectual	disabilities.	LiDs
researchers	Prof.	Christine	Bigby,	Prof.	Teresa	Iacono,	Dr	Jo	Spong,	Adjunct
Prof.	Jennifer	Clegg,	Dr	Kerryn	Bagley,	Dr	Sian	Anderson,	Dr	Tal	Araten-
Bergman	and	Dr	Carmit-Noa	Shpigelman	all	contributed	presentations.

Registered	attendees	are	able	to	view	recordings	of	the	presentations	on	the
conference	site	and	will	be	avalable	to	the	public	in	the	near	future	[link]

2022	NR-SIG-WFNR	Conference
Several	LiDs	researchers	presented	at	the	19th	Conference	of	the
Neuropsychological	Rehabilitation	Special	Interest	Group	of	the	World
Federation	for	NeuroRehabilitation	(NR-SIG-WFNR)	in	October.	This	was	a	a
hybrid	conference	heled	online	and	in-person	in	Maastricht,	Netherlands.	The
NR-SIG	is	for	clinicians	and	researchers	in	a	multitude	of	disciplines	interested
in	the	rehabilitation	of	people	across	the	lifespan	with	cognitive,	emotional,
psychosocial	and	behavioural	deficits	caused	by	acquired	brain	injury	or
neurological	disease	(both	progressive	and	nonprogressive).	LiDs	researchers
Em.	Professor	Jacinta	Douglas,	Dr	Megan	Topping,	Dr	Di	Winkler	and	Ms
Rebecca	Leeson	contributed	presentations.

More	information	can	be	found	on	the	conference	website	[link]

2022	Summer	Foundation	Annual	Public	Forum
Our	shared	researchers,	adjuncts	and	close	colleagues	at	the	Summer
Foundation	held	their	2022	Annual	Public	Forum	on	25	November.	This	year’s
forum,	held	as	a	hybrid	online/in-person	event,	focused	on	what	housing	and
supports	could	potentially	look	like	under	a	reimagined	NDIS,	after	the
scheme’s	10-year	review.	Particular	focus	was	given	to	Specialist	Disability
Accommodation	(SDA).

https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/violence-abuse-neglect-and-exploitation-lgbtqa-people-disability%C2%A0
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/lids/resources/videos-and-podcasts
https://asidconference.com.au/
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ABC	journalist	Beverley	O’Connor	hosted	a	panel	of	experts:	Rachel	Thomas,
an	NDIS	participant	and	SDA	tenant;	Paul	Simmons,	the	CEO	of	NSW-based
Ability	SDA,	and	Kelly	Chait,	the	Support	Coordination	Lead	at	the	Housing
Hub.	More	information	can	be	found	here	[link]

Christine	Bigby	appearance	on	The	Behaviour	Speak	Podcast
In	October,	our	director	Professor	Christine	Bigby	was	the	featured	guest	on
The	Behaviour	Speak	Podcast,	about	LiDs	research	on	identifying	the	key
indicators	of	good	practice	and	culture	group	homes	(i.e.,	where	residents	live
their	best	lives	and	staff,	enjoy	their	work)	and	how	to	best	reach	those
outcomes.

Behaviour	Speak	is	a	Canadian	podcast	that	features	conversations	with
behaviour	analysts,	researchers	and	consumers	in	Positive	Behaviour	Support,
ABA,	Acceptance	Commitment	Therapy	and	other	areas	of	behaviour	analysis.
It	is	available	via	multiple	streaming	services	including	Spotify,	Apple	Music	and
Google	Podcasts.

The	episode	and	other	Behaviour	Speak	content	can	be	found	on	the	podcast's
website	[link]
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