
	in	2022



Research	Dissemination

Increasing	Hospital	Access	and	Quality	of	Care	for	People	with
Cognitive	Disabilities	
A	team	led	by	Professor	Teresa	Iacono	is	in	the	process	of	developing	a	new
online	training	resource	to	support	the	systematic	embedding	of	high-quality
hospital	care.	This	resource	is	based	upon	processes	that	emerged	from
previously	funded	research	project	on	quality	hospital	care.	Videos	showing
scenarios	the	key	effective	elements	of	the	research	form	the	focal	points	of	the
resource.	The	scripts	for	these	videos	were	developed	with	input	from	relevant
stakeholders.	Some	of	these	can	be	seen	in	the	recording	of	a	presentation	at
the	August	LIDS	Seminar	[link].

LiDs	work	on	Support	for	Decision	Making	tabled	in	Queensland
Legislative	Assembly	
Professor	Christine	Bigby,	Em.	Professor	Jacinta	Douglas	and	Dr	Elizabeth
Smith	prepared	a	report	on	the	evaluation	of	the	introduction	of	a	Structured

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLKC-C2DOZA&t=228s


Decision-Making	(SDM)	Framework	based	on	the	La	Trobe	Support	for
Decision	Making	Practice	Framework	for	the	Queensland	Public	Trustee	(QPT).
The	results	were	subsequently	tabled	by	the	Legislative	Assembly	in	March
2022.	The	implementation	of	SDM	within	the	QPT	followed	2019	amendments
to	Queensland’s	Guardianship	and	Administration	Act	2000	and	the
introduction	of	its	Human	Rights	Act	2019,	which	placed	new	responsibilities	on
all	QLD	public	sector	entities.	SDM	formed	part	of	a	new	Customer	First
agender	for	the	QPT	in	line	with	these	legislative	changes	and	aimed	to	assist
frontline	staff	in	making	better	decisions	through	stronger	engagement	with
Public	Trustee	customers	and	their	support	networks	[link].	

Forthcoming	book	about	the	historic	Kew	Cottages
Honorary	LiDs	fellow	Dr	David	Henderson	has	co-authored	a	new	book
documenting	the	history	of	the	Kew	Cottages,	Failed	Ambitions:	Kew	Cottages
and	Changing	Ideas	of	Intellectual	Disability,	1887-2005.	The	Kew	Cottages,
opened	in	1887,	were	Australia’s	first	purpose-built	institution	for	people	with
intellectual	disabilities.	Two	years	after	its	establishment,	some	observers	were
already	describing	facilities	at	Kew	as	the	most	progressive	of	their	kind	in
Australia.	By	the	time	the	institution	closed	in	2008,	however,	it	was	considered
a	relic	of	a	different,	more	regressive	time,	when	people	with	intellectual
disabilities	were	locked	away,	not	seen	or	heard,	and	excluded	from
participating	in	society.	
	
The	book	provides	a	keyhole	through	which	to	view	a	disability	service	system
that,	as	Gillard	put	in	her	2012	speech,	has	too	often	failed	to	respond
individual	human	needs.	To	this	end,	the	book	interrogates	understandings	of
marginality,	gender	and	place	in	a	specific	institutional	setting,	and	it	explores
the	reality	of	the	Kew	Cottages	as	a	repository	for	some	of	the	least	powerful
and	the	most	marginalised	people	in	society.	The	history	of	the	Kew	Cottages
encompasses	myriad	broad	shifts	in	intellectual	disability	policy	and	practice	in
Australia.	As	such,	it	provides	a	key	case	study	of	the	way	in	which	the
Australian	disability	service	system	has	conceived	of,	accommodated	and
responded	to	people	with	intellectual	disability	over	more	than	one	hundred
years.
	
Failed	Ambitions	will	be	published	in	April	2023	through	Monash	University
Press.	As	part	of	this	project	the	Kew	History	website	is	being	reformatted
making	it	accessible	with	contemporary	technology	and	will	be	relaunced	in	the
coming	months.

New	Active	Support	training	resources	
COVID-19	restrictions	had	severely	delayed	filming	for	the	new	Active	Support
training	resources,	but	this	is	now	complete	and	the	new	website	is	under
construction.	Look	out	for	the	launch	of	these	new	updated	instructional
resources	on	Active	Support	in	the	next	couple	of	months.

September	is	Fetal	Alcohol	Spectrum	Disorder	(FASD)	Awareness
Month
LiDs	researcher	Dr	Kerryn	Bagley,	who	is	based	at	the	La	Trobe	Rural	Health
School,	will	be	presenting	at	our	next	research	seminar	on	14	September	about
the	awareness	of	this	under-acknowledged	yet	significant	condition.	Dr
Bagley’s	research	looks	at	lived	experiences	of	FASD	and	how	professionals
respond	to	it.	This	presentation	forms	part	of	FASD	Awareness	Month,
organised	by	the	Victorian	FASD	Special	Interest	Group	(VIC	FASD	SIG).	Dr
Bagley	is	also	co-chair	of	VIC	FASD	SIG	in	addition	to	her	appointment	at	LiDs.

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/tp/2022/5722T272-39B6.pdf
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