


Figure 47 Support monthly less open about sexuality
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Figure 48 Support monthly open about sexuality
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Figure 49 Support monthly HIV-negative or untested
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Figure 50 Support monthly HIV-positive
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Volunteer Networks

The daily volunteer/work network was entirely dominated by Joy FM. The weekly volunteer/work network
(90) was also dominated by Joy FM with significant presence from the Victorian AIDS Council, the Gay
and Lesbian Switchboard and the MCV. The monthly network (111) retains a significant presence for Joy
FM but the Victorian AIDS Council is now dominant with smaller presences from the ALSO Foundation,
PLWHA Vic and the Gay and Lesbian Switchboard. The annual network is dominated by Midsumma
with smaller presences from the Pride March, ChillOut Festival and the Melbourne Queer Film Festival
(Figures 51-53).

The visualisations show that the ways people engage with the gay communities through work and/or
volunteerism are many and varied. It is clear that the people occupying these roles are well connected

to both the larger GLBTI organisations and the smaller organisations which might be thought of as those
providing more traditional forms of support. For many people volunteerism is a way to be connected to
the gay community and it is not surprising then that the annual Support maps and the annual Volunteer
maps have a similar composition. Again it is obvious that Midsumma not only offers a unique opportunity
to connect with the individuals who make up the volunteer sector, but also that volunteers in turn are an
important link between organisations and the people who use them.
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Figure 51 Volunteer/work daily

100 Mapping Gay Men’s Communities



Figure 52 Volunteer/work weekly
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Figure 53 Volunteer/work monthly
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Figure 53 Volunteer/work annually
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Concluding Comments

This report represents an exciting step forward in contextualising the gay community engagement
practices of men in Victoria. When health promotion professionals think about their work, they do not
think about individual men isolated from the world making decisions and forming views entirely on their
own. They think about these men as part of a community and within multiple social networks. They think
about the many ways men engage with each other, with organisations, places and sites and the many
reasons they do this. In health promotion practice, from the simplest information campaign to the most
complex social marketing exercise, understanding the system in which this work happens is critical to
the decisions made in designing the work and the choices about where to place materials, which groups
to work with and which populations to focus on. The wealth of experience and expertise in HIV health
promotion has ensured that these considerations have been central in planning and conducting this
work. Often, however, the information workers have had to draw on in making these decisions has been
patchy and incomplete.

What this project and this report offers is a set of additional tools to assist in effective planning of
health promotion and other activities. These visualisations of the multiple networks that men engage
with suggest ways of targeting activities to reach specific populations efficiently with specific types of
information or messages. While we understand that men use networks differently for different reasons,
empirically mapping this gives us a great advantage when attempting to diffuse a particular message
through a network. These findings also address the vexed question of how to reach the allegedly ‘hard-
to-reach’ gay men. The answer is not simple of course, but understanding that men may be connected
to the central health promotion agencies through a chain of other, non-HIV, related sites offers new
opportunities for creative work in this area.

This report represents the first step in working with this wealth of data. The information and visualisations
here represent starting points for discussions between health promotion professionals, researchers and
other agencies around future opportunities to maximise the efficacy of this important work. The second
appendix to this document, published separately, provides a valuable sourcebook when planning specific
health promotion and advocacy activities. Additional analyses will follow, both those conducted in
partnership with our colleagues in the HIV sector and those prepared for academic publication. We trust
that this work stimulates your imagination and that it raises as many questions as it answers. It certainly
does for us.
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Appendix 1. Correspondence between labels used in network visualisations and site

names.
Label Site
bearwww www.bearwww.com
MelbQFF Melbourne Queer Film Festival
SubwaySauna Subway Sauna
10Plus TEN Plus
MelbOutGames Melbourne Out Games
MCV Melbourne Community Voice
SouthEastern4x4 South Eastern 4x4
bear411.com www.bear411.com
55PorterSt 55 Porter Street
Club80 Club 80
JoyFM Joy FM
BarCalledBarrys A Bar Called Barrys
YAK@FamilyPlanningVicActionCentre YAK

adultmatchmaker

www.adultmatchmaker.com

VAC Victorian AIDS Council
AlfredHospital Alfred Hospital
AusLesbianAndGayArchives Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives
VicBears VicBears

GayPress Gay Press

ALSO_Foundation

ALSO Foundation

CountryAwarenessNetwork

Country Awareness Network

MelbArgonauts Melbourne Argonauts
Laird The Laird
SX_National SX National

bi-australia.com

www.bi-australia.com

aussiemen.com

www.aussiemen.com

AXN_Magazine AXN Magazine

BNews Bnews

BarebackRT www.barebackrt.com
BayCitySaunaCaulfield Bay City Sauna - Caulfield
BayCitySaunaSeaford Bay City Sauna - Seaford
FAB CV Friends Alike Bendigo - Central Victoria
BendigoQFF Bendigo Queer Film Festival
RainbowRadioFM Rainbow Radio FM

BentTV Bent TV

Beyond Beyond

bnskin.com www.bnskin.com

BoilersSociety Vic

Boilers Society of Victoria

Sircuit

Sircuit Bar

Peel

The Peel Hotel
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TheCarltonClinic

The Carlton Clinic

MelbGayAndLesbianChorus

Melbourne Gay and Lesbian Chorus

Midsumma

Midsumma

TheMelbourneRainbowBand

The Melbourne Rainbow Band

CentreClinic Centre Clinic
ChillOutFest Chill Out Festival
PLC Positive Living Centre
Valve Valve

RamLounge Ram Lounge

CommercialHotel

The Commercial Hotel

MelbStar

Melbourne Star

RedRawRawHideCrashPalaceWinterdaze

Red Raw; Raw Hide; Crash Palace; Winterdaze

DTs

DTs

daddyhunt.com www.daddyhunt.com
DavidWilliamsFund David Williams Fund

DivaBar Diva Bar

DNA Magazine DNA Magazine

Dogpound Dogpound

PLWHA Vic People Living With HIV/AIDS Victoria

dudesnude.com

www.dudesnude.com

Easy Easy

VicGLRightsLobby Victorian Gay and Lebian Rights Lobby
XchangeHotel The Xchange Hotel

StingoHotel Stingos Hotel

Fridae.com www.fridae.com

KnoxYouthServicesSSTIKS FreeToBeMe

Knox Youth Services

MelbFrontRunners

Melbourne Front Runners

FruitsinSuits GLOBE

Fruits In Suits

GL_ImmigrationTaskForce

Gay & Lesbian Immigration Task Force

GL_Switchboard

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard

GAMMA Gay and Married Mens Association
GayAsianProud Gay, Asian and Proud
MelbRoversFC Melbourne Rovers Football Club
PrahranMarketClinic Prahran Market Clinic

gay.com Www.gay.com

gaydar.com www.gaydar.com
gaymatchmaker.com www.gaymatchmaker.com
PrideMarchVic Pride March Victoria
SthPOOFTA SthPOOFTA

VicTennis VicTennis

POW Prince of Wales
GlamourheadAquatics Glamourhead Aquatics
Glasshouse Glasshouse

Greyhound The Greyhound Hotel
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GreekAndGay Greek and Gay
HeavensDoor Heavens Door
manhunt.com www.manhunt.com
Squirt.org www.squirt.org
MelbLeatherMen Melbourne Leather Men
MelbLeatherFest Melbourne Leather Festival
Gossip@LoveMachine Love Machine
NewMardiGras New Mardi Gras
TheMarketHotel The Market Hotel
MetropolitanCommunityChurchMelb Metropolitan Community Church of Melbourne
MelbSexualHealthCentre Melbourne Sexual Health Centre
MelbSpikersVolleyball Melbourne Spikers Volleyball
VicPresence Vic Presence
MenForDinner Men for Dinner

Minus18 Minus18

mogenic.com WWW.Mmogenic.com
MotafrenzCarClub Motafrenz Car Club
TheMovieMen The Movie Men

Nomads Nomads
NurseBettyDanceParty Nurse Betty Dance Party
OpiumDen Opium Den
Prescillas@153 Prescillas

QMag Q Magazine

RailwayHotel The Railway Hotel
RainbowFamiliesCouncilVic Rainbow Families Council of Victoria
recon.com WWW.recon.com
samesame_website www.samesame.com.au
WOwW Wet on Wellington

SpaGuy Spa Guy

silverdaddies www.silverdaddies.com.au
SleazeBallSydney Sleaze Ball, Sydney
Steamworks Steamworks
CarnivalTdance Carnival T Dance
TrailerTrash Trailer Trash

Trough Trough

VintageMen Vintage Men

Wireddd Wireddd

WoofClub Woof Club

YoungBucks Young Bucks

YumCha Yum Cha

Zaque Zaque

Appendix 2 is an electronic document that can be viewed and downloaded at www.latrobe.edu.au/arcshs
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