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Introduction

The Australian Research 
Centre in Sex, Health and 
Society (ARCSHS) is based 
at La Trobe University, 
Melbourne. It conducts 
world-class research and 
education on the social 
dimensions of sexuality, 
gender, health and human 
relationships.

It works collaboratively with other 
researchers, communities, community-
based organisations, government and 
professionals to advance knowledge and 
promote positive change in policy, practice 
and people’s lives.

ARCSHS sits within the School of 
Psychology and Public Health and the 
College of Science, Health and Engineering 
at La Trobe University.

ARCSHS Strategic and 
Scientific Advisory 
Committee
The Strategic and Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SSAC) provides high-level 
advice to the ARCSHS Director and the 
Centre. The SSAC considers:

•  Strategic directions and progress 
against the mission, aims and priorities 
outlined in the ARCSHS Strategic Plan

•  Specific contextual and scientific 
developments in areas relevant to the 
Centre’s research program

•  Important issues for the sustainability 
and management of the Centre

College Representative
Professor Rob Pike
Provost 
College of Science, Health and Engineering 
La Trobe University

School Representative
Professor Stephen Kent
Dean and Head of School 
School of Psychology and Public Health 
College of Science, Health and Engineering 
La Trobe University

Independent Experts
Ms Nicky Bath
Executive Director 
National LGBTI Health Alliance

Professor Margaret Jolly
School of Culture, History and Languages 
College of Asia and the Pacific 
Australian National University

Professor Barbara McPake
Director 
Nossal Institute for Global Health 
University of Melbourne

Professor Alan Petersen
School of Social Sciences 
Faculty of Arts 
Monash University

Associate Professor Kate Seear
Faculty of Law 
Monash University

Professor Mark Stoové
Burnet Institute

La Trobe University Representatives
Dr MaryAnne Aitken / Mr Alistair Duncan
Co-Executive Directors 
Research Office 
La Trobe University

Associate Professor Christopher Roche
Chair in International Development 
Senior Research Partner with the 
Developmental Leadership Program 
Director of the Institute for Human Security 
and Social Change 
La Trobe University

Director of ARCSHS
Professor Suzanne Fraser
ARCSHS 
La Trobe University

Deputy Directors of ARCSHS
Associate Professor Adam Bourne
ARCSHS 
La Trobe University

Associate Professor Anthony Lyons
ARCSHS 
La Trobe University

ARCSHS Staff Representative
Ms Marina Carman
Chief of Staff 
ARCSHS 
La Trobe University

BBV and STI Strategic  
Directions Network
To inform our social research in  
blood-borne viruses (BBVs) and  
sexually transmissible infections (STIs), 
and in line with the 2016-2019 ARCSHS 
Strategic Plan, we established a BBV and 
STI Strategic Directions Network.

The role of the network is to focus on 
broad strategic directions and priorities 
regarding BBV and STI research at 
ARCSHS. Membership of the network 
includes a cross-section of stakeholders 
engaged with policy, programs, community 
and research related to BBVs and STIs.

To remain flexible and responsive, and 
to maximise input while minimising the 
burden on members, the network operates 
as a network of strategic advisors, rather 
than a committee that meets at set times 
during the year. ARCSHS facilitates the 
network and liaises with members of 
the network throughout the year. This 
is supplemented by drawing together 
selected members for topic-specific 
discussions when required.
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Staff

ARCSHS engages in 
multidisciplinary research. 
It includes researchers with 
qualifications and expertise 
in sociology, psychology, 
public health, anthropology, 
cultural studies, history, 
gender and sexuality 
studies, education, political 
science and community 
education.

Professor and Director
Suzanne Fraser†

BA (Hons) Sydney, Grad Cert Higher Ed 
Monash, PhD Sydney

Deputy Directors and  
Associate Professors
Adam Bourne
BSc (Hons) Keele, PhD Keele

Anthony Lyons
BBSc (Hons) La Trobe, PhD La Trobe

Professors
David Moore†

BA (Hons) UWA, MA UWA, PhD UWA

Emeritus Professors
Gary Dowsett
BA UQ, DipEd UQ, PhD Macquarie, FASSA

Anne Mitchell AO
BA Melbourne, GradDipEd Melbourne,  
MA Melbourne

Marian Pitts
BA (Hons) Wales, PhD Wales,  
AFBPS, MAPS

Former Directors
Professor Emerita Doreen Rosenthal AO
BA (Hons) Melbourne,  
PhD Melbourne, FASSA  
ARCSHS Director 1991-1999

Professor Emerita Marian Pitts
BA (Hons) Wales,  
PhD Wales, AFBPS, MAPS  
ARCSHS Director 2000-2012

Professor Jayne Lucke
BA (Hons) UQ, PhD UQ  
ARCSHS Director 2014-2019

Adjunct Professors
Peter Aggleton
BA Oxford, PGCE Secondary (Science) 
Aberdeen College of Education, DipEd 
Education Aberdeen, MEd Education 
Aberdeen, PhD London (Kings College)

G. J. Melendez-Torres
BSc (Nursing) Pennsylvania, BSc 
(Economics) Pennsylvania, MPhil Oxon, 
DPhil Oxon

Victor Minichiello
BA (Hons) McGill, MA McMaster,  
MA Northwestern, PhD ANU

Eric Walsh-Buhi
BA Florida, MPH Indiana, PhD Texas A&M

Richard Wassersug
BA Tufts, PhD Chicago

Associate Professors
Graham Brown
BBus (Hons) Curtin, 
PGradDip(HealthProm) Curtin, PhD Curtin

Christopher M. Fisher
BS Indiana, MA San Francisco State,  
PhD Indiana

Adjunct Associate Professors
Deborah Bateson
MBBS Hong Kong, MSc London, MA Oxon, 
Biochemistry (Hons) Somerville College, 
Oxon

Sue Dyson
GradDipWomSt Rusden, PhD La Trobe

Lynne Hillier
TPTC Coburg, TLTC MBS, BBSC (Hons)  
La Trobe, PhD La Trobe

Michael Hurley
BA (Hons) Sydney, GradDipEd SCVic,  
MLitt UNE, PhD UTS

Tiffany Jones
BCreative Arts Macq, BEd (Hons I) 
(University Medal) Griffith, PhD La Trobe

Garrett Prestage
BA Sydney, MA UNSW, PhD UNSW

Senior Research Fellow
Jennifer Power
BA (Hons) ANU, Grad Cert (Applied 
Statistics) Swinburne, PhD ANU

Honorary Senior Research Fellow
Catherine Barrett
BAppSc VUT, PhD Melbourne
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Research Fellows
Beatrice Alba*

BA (Hons)/BSc Melbourne, BSc (Hons) 
ANU, PhD Macquarie

Joel Anderson*†

BComms Monash, BPsych ACU,  
PostGrad Dip Psych ACU, PhD ACU

Marina Carman
BA (Hons) Sydney, MA UNSW

Susan Chong*

BA Kenyon College, MA Kent,  
DrPH La Trobe

Duane Duncan†

BA (Hons) Victoria University of Wellington, 
MA Victoria University of Wellington,  
PhD Monash

Adrian Farrugia†

BEd (Hons) Monash, BA/BEd Monash,  
PhD Curtin

Adam Hill†

BA (Hons) Brown University, MA University 
of the Ryukyus, PhD Melbourne

Sylvia Kauer*†

BBehSc (Hons) La Trobe, PhD Melbourne

Roslyn Le Gautier*†

BSocSc (Hons) Swinburne,  
PhD Swinburne

Andrea Waling
BA (Hons) Carleton, PhD Monash

Adjunct and Honorary  
Research Fellows
M. Felicity Daly
BA (Hons) City College of New York, MSc 
(Merit) London School of Economics and 
Political Science, DrPH London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

Behzad Hajarizadeh
MD Iran, MPH Iran, PhD UNSW

Karalyn McDonald
BA Monash, MA Monash, PhD La Trobe

Jack Wallace
MSocSci RMIT, PhD La Trobe

Visiting Fellows
G. J. Melendez-Torres
Professor of Clinical and Social 
Epidemiology, University of Exeter,  
United Kingdom

Adrian Smith
Associate Professor of Public Health, 
University of Oxford, United Kingdom

Eric Walsh-Buhi
Professor, San Diego University,  
United States

Research Officers
Stephanie Amir*†

BSc (Hons) Melbourne, BA Melbourne, 
Specialist Cert in Social Inclusion 
Melbourne

James Dunne*†

BBusMan UQ, GradDip Social 
Administration UQ, GradDip Counselling 
VU, Grad Cert Community Advocacy 
Chisholm Institute of TAFE,  
Master of Human Rights Curtin

Claire Farrugia†

BA (Hons) Sydney, PhD Macquarie

Renae Fomiatti†

BA (Hons) La Trobe, PhD Curtin

Alexandra James*†

BComm, BA (Hons) Deakin, PhD Monash

Project Officers
Jen Johnson*

BA VU

Emily Lenton*

BA VU, GradDip AdolDev Melbourne,  
MA Monash

Rainbow Health Victoria
Pauline Crameri
BA (Hons) La Trobe

Jackson Fairchild†

BAppliedSocScience (Counselling) 
Australian College of Applied Psychology

Jami Jones
BDevStudies, La Trobe

Shamini Joseph†

BA UWA, Dip Community Services  
TAFE NSW

Pamela Kennedy*†

BPhty UQ, MPHC Flinders

Matthew Parsons
BFineArt UNSW

Sunil Patel†

BA (Hons) FineArt Middlesex, 
GradDipInfoMgmnt RMIT

Administration and Operations
Steven Angelides
BA (Hons) Melbourne, PhD Melbourne

Nicole Eckersley*†

BA Melbourne, PGrad Dip Editing  
& Comms Melbourne

Ivy McGowan*

BA Swinburne

David O’Keeffe*†

BA ECU, GradDipED ECU, MPH Monash

Jen Sykes*

Dip Man Bendigo TAFE, Dip Community 
Welfare Work Swinburne, Dip Interpreting 
(Auslan) RMIT, Dip Auslan Chisholm 
Institute of TAFE

Graduate Research Coordinator
Christopher Fisher

ARCSHS Seminar Series 
Coordinators
Beatrice Alba

David O’Keeffe

* Part-time  
† Part-year
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Director’s report

This year’s Director’s report 
is my first for ARCSHS. I 
joined the Centre in July 
2019 along with a team 
of researchers, and have 
spent the months since 
then getting to know 
ARCSHS’ wonderful staff 
and impressive range 
of projects and other 
activities. 

For me, the move to ARCSHS has been 
a real pleasure, not least because of the 
warm welcome I’ve received from staff, 
students and our community partners.  
Of course, the achievements described  
in this report owe much to ARCSHS’ 
former Director, Professor Jayne Lucke, 
whose contribution I wish to acknowledge 
at the outset.

On taking up my role as Director of 
ARCSHS, several new staff members 
came with me: Professor David Moore, 
Dr Adrian Farrugia, Dr Renae Fomiatti and 
Dr Duane Duncan, as well as two PhD 
students, Nyssa Ferguson and Gemma 
Nourse. In 2019 we also expanded the 
ARCSHS Strategic and Scientific Advisory 
Committee membership with three new 
members: Professor Mark Stoové (Burnet 
Institute), Associate Professor Kate Seear 
(Monash Law School) and Ms Nicky 
Bath (National LGBTI Health Alliance). 
I thank them for agreeing to join our 
committee, and I also thank the existing 
members for their support throughout 

the year. Other new staff members 
in 2019 were Stephanie Amir, Dr Joel 
Anderson, Nicole Eckersley, Jackson 
Fairchild, Dr Claire Farrugia, Dr Adam Hill, 
Dr Alexandra James, Shamini Joseph 
and Dr Sylvia Kauer. We also welcomed 
three new higher degree by research 
students and celebrated four graduations. 
Congratulations to Dr William Mude, 
Dr Julia Taylor, Dr Daniel Du Plooy and 
Dr Tomas Rozbroj, all of whom were 
awarded PhDs.

The year has been marked by a range 
of highly successful events and other 
achievements. Dr Graham Brown was 
promoted to Associate Professor, 
and Dr Andrea Waling was awarded a 
prestigious Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Discovery Early Career Research 
Fellowship. The ARC also awarded 
ARCSHS staff two Discovery Projects 
in the 2020 round; ARCSHS-based chief 
investigators were Professor David Moore, 
Dr Adrian Farrugia and myself.

Our busy events calendar included a 
range of seminars, with presentations 
from overseas guests Dr Eric Walsh-Buhi 
(San Diego State University) and Dr Phillip 
W. Schnarrs (University of Texas, Austin) 
and many others. We also heard from a 
panel of experts who kindly took part in 
the November ARCSHS Oration event, for 
which I delivered a lecture to introduce 
myself to the Centre, the University and 
the broader community. Concerned with 
increasingly highly charged questions 
about fact, truth and the responsibilities 
of researchers whose work aims to offer 
reliable knowledge for the public good, 
the Oration invited the panellists, Emeritus 
Professor Gary Dowsett, University of 
NSW Scientia Professor Carla Treloar, and 
University of Sydney Professor of Gender 
Studies Kane Race, to reflect on research 
practice and ethics in an uncertain world. 
Their remarks were highly stimulating, 
and can still be heard by going to our 
events page online.

Other areas of positive growth and 
transformation include ARCSHS’ re-design 
and re-launch of Gay and Lesbian Health 
Victoria (GLHV) as Rainbow Health 
Victoria. The launch event was a great 
success, and we are grateful to Victorian 
Commissioner for Gender and Sexuality 
Ro Allen for helping us celebrate our 
freshly conceived organisation.

Our staff and students have also 
presented their work at conferences 
and meetings across the world, as well 
as engaging actively and collaboratively 
in community and health sector events 
throughout the year. Our presentations can 
be found at the back of this Annual Report, 
along with our publications, reports and 
other activities. As you will see, we’ve had 
a very productive year. 

Lastly, while the COVID-19 pandemic 
emerged after the 2019 period covered 
by this report, it seems important to 
acknowledge its profound impact on 
ARCSHS, the university sector and the 
community as a whole. There’s much that 
could be said about these events, and 
much remaining to unfold. For now, I wish 
only to pay tribute to ARCSHS’ staff for 
their resourcefulness and endurance in 
dealing with the upheaval the pandemic 
has caused so far.

In closing, I wish to thank my ARCSHS 
colleagues sincerely for the support 
they’ve given me since my first days at 
the Centre in July 2019. Their generosity, 
optimism and wisdom have been 
indispensable, and while I still have much 
to learn, I feel confident I have a fantastic 
team around me to help me do so. My job 
now is to give back as much as I’ve been 
given, and I look forward to having the 
chance to do so.

Professor Suzanne Fraser
Director, Australian Research Centre  
in Sex, Health and Society
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Message from  
Professor John Dewar

I am delighted to 
congratulate the Australian 
Research Centre in 
Sex, Health and Society 
(ARCSHS) on another 
successful year, the first 
under its new director 
Professor Suzanne Fraser. 

Since it was founded, ARCSHS has 
become the leading source of evidence 
to improve our understanding of sex and 
sexuality in contemporary Australia. During 
2019, Suzanne and other researchers also 
established a new program of research 
for the Centre: the Drugs, Gender and 
Sexuality Research program.

I was delighted to see that the Australian 
Research Council (ARC) awarded 
ARCSHS’ researchers funding for three 
projects from its highly competitive grants 
schemes in 2019. Two Discovery grants 
were awarded for projects examining the 
lived experience of hepatitis C, and  
Dr Andrea Waling was awarded a 
prestigious Discovery Early Career 
Researcher Award for research examining 
sexuality, masculinity and technology. 
These grants will support the Centre’s 
work to build the evidence base needed to 
inform interventions in key areas of sex, 
gender and sexuality.

I would like to acknowledge the 
outstanding contribution made by the 
Centre’s previous director, Professor 
Jayne Lucke, who amongst many other 
achievements was responsible for 
overseeing the Centre’s move to the 
University’s Bundoora campus in 2018.

Finally, I congratulate everyone who works 
with and for the Centre on your hard work 
during 2019. The University is proud to 
support a Centre that is committed to 
work that has such a positive impact in the 
community.  

Professor John Dewar AO
Vice-Chancellor, La Trobe University
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Message from The Honourable 
Michael Kirby AC CMG

It is with great pleasure 
that I congratulate the 
Australian Research Centre 
in Sex, Health and Society 
on another busy and 
successful year.

I would like to acknowledge and welcome 
the Centre’s new Director, Professor 
Suzanne Fraser. Professor Fraser is an 
internationally recognised scholar in 
the critical study of addiction, gender 
and sexuality. Professor Fraser has also 
brought a team of dedicated colleagues to 
ARCSHS to form the new Drugs, Gender 
and Sexuality research program, an 
initiative that will make an exciting addition 
to the work of the Centre.

I would like to acknowledge the service 
of ARCSHS’ former Director, Professor 
Jayne Lucke, and wish her well in her 
future endeavours. I also wish to note the 
retirement of Professor Gary Dowsett after 
22 years of service as Deputy Director. 
Professor Dowsett has been conferred an 
emeritus appointment and I am sure he 
will continue to contribute to the work of 
the Centre.

Other changes within the Centre include 
the rebranding of Gay and Lesbian Health 
Victoria as Rainbow Health Victoria, to 
better reflect the diversity of people and 
communities the Centre works alongside. 
This commitment to diversity and 
inclusion is reflected in the ongoing work 
of the Centre, addressing the health and 
wellbeing of LGBTIQ people, and indeed 
their pathways to flourishing.

I am delighted to see the strength and 
renewal of the Centre’s research program 
in each of these areas, and the ongoing 
commitment of the Centre’s staff to 
improving understanding of issues related 
to health, education and social justice 
connected to sex and sexuality in Australia.

Of course, certain recent events are 
also worth noting despite being outside 
the period addressed in this annual 
report. Since early 2020 attention has 
been focused on the novel coronavirus, 
COVID19, with its huge impact on health, 
mortality and society around the world.  
The virus has special burdens for sexual 
minorities that will be studied well into 
the future, and ARCSHS will be directly 
involved in the development of this 
important new knowledge. 

Looking back on the great changes that 
have occurred in my lifetime on LGBTIQ 
rights, I am optimistic – but also impatient 
– to complete the changes that remain. 
The work of the Centre will be vital in 
addressing these challenges and I am 
proud to be the ARCSHS Distinguished 
Ambassador. I congratulate all the Centre’s 
staff, partners and supporters.

Michael Kirby
Distinguished Ambassador of the Australian 
Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society
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Summary of  
funding sources
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Strategic plan

During 2019, a new 
Strategic Plan 2020-2023 
was developed. This key 
public document sets 
out ARCSHS’ mission, 
strategic direction, aims 
and expectations of 
performance.

ARCSHS’ mission, as stated in the plan,  
is as follows:

 The Australian Research Centre in 
Sex, Health and Society (ARCSHS) 
conducts world-class research 
and education on the social 
dimensions of sexuality, gender, 
health and human relationships. 
It works collaboratively with 
other researchers, communities, 
community-based organisations, 
government and professionals to 
advance knowledge and promote 
positive change in policy, practice 
and people’s lives.

The plan includes the following three aims:

1. Advance new knowledge and learning

2. Maximise research impact

3.  Enhance capacity for world-class 
research

The Centre has adopted actions towards 
achieving each of these aims and has 
outlined measures to track performance 
over time. The Strategic Plan will be 
reviewed annually with input from all staff 
to track progress against key performance 
indicators and to revise plans for the 
coming year. A new Strategic Plan will be 
prepared in 2023.

Research Expertise
Founded in 1993, ARCSHS plays a leading 
role in framing the agenda on, and building 
the knowledge to understand, sex and 
sexuality in contemporary Australia, 
particularly as they relate to health, 
education and social justice.

ARCSHS is the largest research centre 
in Australia investigating the health 
and wellbeing for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ) 
communities. This includes a focus 
on young people, older people, and the 
intersection of sexuality and gender with 
other issues, such as disability, family 
violence and mental health.

The Centre has particular expertise in 
theorising gender and sexuality, and in 
investigating their role in health and human 
relationships. More recently, the Centre 
has expanded its areas of interest to focus 
also on the relationship between gender 
and sexuality and issues of consumption 
such as alcohol and other drug use, and 
internet and social media use.

ARCSHS is one of four national centres 
funded to undertake strategic research as 
part of Australia’s national response to HIV, 
viral hepatitis and sexually transmissible 
infections (STIs). The Centre’s research 
directly informs the implementation of 
these strategies through investigating the 
lived experience of priority populations, 
and informing interventions and service 
system design.

The Centre uses a multidisciplinary 
approach, bringing together staff with 
backgrounds in sociology, psychology, 
public health, anthropology, cultural 
studies, history, gender and sexuality 
studies, education, political science 
and community education. Our unique 
expertise in community-engaged research 
allows us to work effectively and in 
innovative ways with marginalised and 
difficult-to-reach communities, using a 
partnership approach.

In addition, the Centre specialises in using 
research findings to produce highly valued 
training and educational resources for 
community, services and practitioners. In 
a range of ways, we work in partnership 
with government, service providers and 
community organisations to advance 
policy and practice to achieve better 
outcomes.

ARCSHS also has a long-standing and 
successful higher degree research 
program. This program focuses 
on equipping future generations of 
researchers in areas relevant to the 
Centre’s mission. ARCSHS additionally 
offers an undergraduate subject within 
La Trobe University, and is expanding our 
teaching program in the field of sexuality 
studies.

Research Themes
Over the next three years, ARCSHS will 
consolidate and develop its research 
activities under the following research 
themes:

1. LGBTIQ health and wellbeing

2.  Social responses to HIV  
and viral hepatitis

3. Sexual health and wellbeing

4. Sex, gender and consumption

International collaboration will be a 
central priority across all themes. For 
ARCSHS, this encompasses working with 
international academic collaborators, 
conducting research projects involving 
communities located overseas, addressing 
global and regional issues, and providing 
technical advice through relationships with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, and international bodies such as the 
World Health Organization and the Joint 
United Nations Programme of HIV/AIDS.
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Fifth National LGBT&I Ageing 
and Aged Care Conference

In October 2019, Val’s 
LGBTI Ageing and Aged 
Care, the ageing and aged 
care program of Rainbow 
Health Victoria, presented 
the National LGBT&I 
Ageing and Aged Care 
Conference, with the  
theme 'Ageing with Pride: 
The New Landscape 
of Ageing and Aged 
Care in Australia.' The 
conference, with over 220 
delegates, was co-hosted 
in partnership with the 
National LGBTI Health 
Alliance Silver Rainbow 
program.

The aim of the conference has always 
been to inspire change and improve and 
promote healthy ageing pathways for older 
LGBTI people, people living with HIV, or 
LGBTI people with a disability, and their 
carers. Held over two days, the conference 
continued its established commitment to 
the principles of social justice, diversity 
and inclusion. The 2019 program also 
addressed current reforms and changes 
occurring in the aged care sector, 
particularly in relation to LGBTI ageing and 
aged care. Throughout 2019, the aged 
care sector was under national focus 
and scrutiny with the Royal Commission 
into Aged Care Quality and Safety. There 
was also a range of new sector systems 
and processes introduced, including the 
New Aged Care Quality Standards, the 
Charter of Rights and the National Aged 
Care Diversity Framework and associated 
LGBTI Action Plan.

The conference program highlighted the 
changing landscape of LGBTI ageing and 
aged care in Australia from the perspective 
of the sector, policymakers, advocates, 
academics and providers. As with the 
previous three conferences, the voices 
of older LGBTI people, people living with 
HIV, and LGBTI people with a disability, 
and their carers, were also again central 
to the program. This provided delegates 
with the opportunity to hear directly from 
individuals regarding their experiences, 
ideas, hopes, fears, and visions of what 
ageing with pride is to them, and what 
they need and want with regard to LGBTI 
inclusive care and support as they age.

The program provided a mix of 
presentations, workshops, plenary 
sessions, films and more. The 
inspirational mood of the conference was 
established in the opening plenary by 
the first distinguished keynote address, 
Georgina Beyer from New Zealand – 
politician, human rights advocate and 
the world’s first openly trans mayor 
and parliamentarian – who was utterly 
captivating. Equally inspiring was the day 
two keynote address by Ita Buttrose AC, 
OBE, Chair of the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation and an Australian icon who 
has significantly contributed to many 
areas of public health, including her early 
leadership chairing the National Advisory 
Committee on AIDS in the 1980s, and her 
ongoing leadership in the dementia, ageing 
and aged care space.

Other program highlights included: 

•  Papers on leading research in the 
area of LGBTI ageing and aged care in 
Australia, including many contributions 
from ARCSHS

•  A video address from performer, activist 
and Val’s patron, Noel Tovey AM

•  Presentations and panels with older 
LGBTI people, people living with HIV and 
LGBTI people with a disability sharing 
their stories and experiences

•  Presentations from Ro Allen, Victorian 
Commissioner for Gender and Sexuality; 
Sandra Pankhurst, Trauma Cleaner; and 
Tristan Meecham, All the Queens Men

•  Film screenings of The Coming Back Out 
Ball Movie and Becoming Colleen

•  Contributions from Rainbow  
Tick-accredited organisations and 
leaders in LGBTI service delivery.

The conference would not have been 
the success it was without the hard 
work of the committee and the generous 
support of sponsors. This ensured the 
conference was again able to support 
widespread participation by older LGBTI 
people, people living with HIV, and LGBTI 
people with a disability, at no cost to them. 
We were thrilled that the majority of the 
sponsors were Rainbow Tick-accredited 
organisations with an outstanding 
commitment to LGBTI ageing, aged care 
and health, including Lifeview Residential 
Care and BreastScreen Victoria. Other 
major sponsors included Dementia 
Australia, Seniors Rights Service (NSW), 
Living Positive Victoria and Hammond 
Care Dementia Support Australia.

In 2019, Val’s celebrated a decade of 
working to improve the health, wellbeing 
and visibility of older LGBTI people. 
Throughout those ten years, Val’s has 
contributed to significant change and 
reform in the aged care sector, and the 
conference has always been a platform 
for education and inspiring leadership and 
innovation in the development and delivery 
of LGBTI safe and inclusive services. The 
2019 conference was Val’s final national 
conference coordination, as we now send 
it out to the rest of Australia under the 
leadership of the National LGBTI Health 
Alliance Silver Rainbow Program. It was 
a fitting way to celebrate a decade of 
achievement.
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Closing the conference, Dr Fay Dennis 
from Goldsmiths, University of London 
reflected on the conference theme by 
critiquing the expectation that it is drug 
consumers who must change. In thinking 
about what it might mean to ‘live well 
with drugs’, Dennis asked the question, 
‘How can drug treatments slow down and 
become more “response-able” to drug 
consumers?’

In addition to scholarly research, Peer 
Organisation Participation Awards 
supported two peer delegates – from the 
Kirketon Road Centre in Sydney, and from 
Students for Sensible Drug Policy Australia 
– to attend and present at the conference. 
These awards are offered by the CDP 
conference committee to acknowledge 
the significant contribution made by peer 
organisations to drug research, policy and 
advocacy.

The conference was hosted by the Law 
Faculty at Monash University, the National 
Drug Research Institute (Curtin University), 
the Australian Research Centre in Sex, 
Health and Society (La Trobe University), 
the Centre for Alcohol and Drug Research 
(Aarhus University), the Behaviours 
and Health Risks Program (Burnet 
Institute), and the Department of Science 
and Technology Studies (Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute). The work of the 
conference organising committee, which 
included Professor David Moore (CDP 
editor), Professor Suzanne Fraser (CDP 
associate editor) and Gemma Nourse 
(CDP editorial assistant), ensured the 
success of the event. This included a 
busy social calendar for delegates, which 
comprised several opportunities to meet 
and socialise with colleagues and friends 
from across the globe, and savour the 
local food and wine of Tuscany.

A forthcoming special issue of CDP will 
provide an opportunity to read more about 
some of the exciting research presented at 
the conference. The critical drugs research 
community looks forward to the next CDP 
conference in 2021.
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Fifth Contemporary  
Drug Problems Conference

The fifth biennial 
Contemporary Drug 
Problems (CDP) conference, 
co-organised by staff at 
ARCSHS, was held in Prato, 
Italy, from September 
4-6, 2019, at the Monash 
University Prato Centre. 
Prato provided a beautiful 
location for almost 
100 delegates from 15 
countries to engage with 
the conference theme, 
‘Rethinking “change”: New 
theories, new topics, new 
questions, new methods.’

Conference delegates presented new 
and exciting research, demonstrating 
innovative approaches to thinking about 
drug consumption and drug effects. 
ARCSHS was well represented by staff 
from ARCSHS’ Drugs, Gender and 
Sexuality (DruGS) program. Director and 
Professor Suzanne Fraser, Professor 
David Moore, Dr Adrian Farrugia, Dr Renae 
Fomiatti, Dr Duane Duncan and PhD 
student Gemma Nourse each presented 
exciting and innovative analyses from 
several ARC-funded projects on men’s 
use of performance and image-enhancing 
drugs, the uptake of take-home naloxone, 
and alcohol policy and research.

Some key concerns across the mix 
of papers included how to challenge 
dominant approaches to studying 
drugs, which constitute consumption 
as necessarily a problem to be fixed; the 
benefits of noticing instances of care, 
pleasure, agency and transformation that 
emerge from drug events; developing and 
applying new theoretical approaches that 
help to locate and elucidate gender and 
its effects in drug consumption practices 
and policies; and finally, what the above 
changes in approach might offer for the 
politics of drugs research, policy, service 
and advocacy.

Conference attendees also enjoyed three 
thought-provoking keynote addresses 
across the three days. The first keynote 
address, by Associate Professor Kate 
Seear from Monash University, was based 
on material from her recently published 
book, Law, Drugs and the Making of 
Addiction: Just Habits (Routledge, 2019). 
Seear expertly illustrated legal processes 
through which lawyers – anticipating what 
judges want to hear – strategically deploy 
familiar accounts of drugs and addiction 
in order to produce optimal outcomes for 
their clients.

On day two, Associate Professor Natasha 
Martin, from the School of Medicine at 
the University of California San Diego, 
examined the relationship between 
statistical modelling and the hepatitis 
C virus global elimination campaign. 
As these models have become more 
sophisticated, Martin argued they have 
been instrumental in communicating the 
efficacy and affordability of treatment to 
governments reluctant to support it for 
stigmatised populations.
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from Goldsmiths, University of London 
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success of the event. This included a 
busy social calendar for delegates, which 
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Research  
projects

LGBTIQ health  
and wellbeing

Reducing Health Disparities 
for Older LGBTI Australians
Australian Research Council  
Linkage Project

Anthony Lyons, Catherine Barrett 
(Alice’s Garage), Victor Minichiello,  
Mark Hughes (Southern Cross 
University), Karen Fredriksen-Goldsen  
(University of Washington),  
Beatrice Alba, Andrea Waling,  
COTA Australia, National LGBTI Health 
Alliance, SANE Australia,  
Carers Australia

This project utilises quantitative and 
qualitative methods to provide detailed 
nationwide data on the health- and 
support-related challenges and needs of 
older LGBTI Australians. Findings from 
this project help to inform and support 
policymakers and service providers in 
reducing the health disparities faced by 
older LGBTI Australians.

Out with Cancer: LGBTI 
Experiences of Cancer 
Survivorship and Care
Australian Research Council  
Linkage Project

Jane Ussher (Western Sydney 
University), Janette Perz  
(Western Sydney University),  
Martha Hickey (University of 
Melbourne), Suzanne Chambers  
(University of Technology Sydney),  
Gary Dowsett, Kerry Robinson  
(Western Sydney University),  
Katherine Boydell (Black Dog Institute), 
Ian Davis (Monash University),  
Chloe Parton (Western Sydney 
University), Antoinette Anazodo  
(Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network),  
Fiona McDonald (Canteen – The 
Australian Organisation for Young 
People Living with Cancer)

This interdisciplinary project aims to: 
identify and understand the complex 
intersection of gender, sexual identity, 
age and other categories of difference, 
in relation to the cancer survivorship and 
care experiences of LGBTI individuals; 
ascertain barriers and facilitators to the 
delivery of culturally competent cancer 
communication and care to LGBTI 
patients through an audit of guidelines 
and resources and via the perspective 
of service providers; and synthesise 
and implement these findings into 
tailored support materials for LGBTI 
survivors and carers, and into Australian 
LGBTI cancer best practice and policy 
recommendations. The methodology 
includes an audit of existing Australian 
cancer care and communication 
guidelines and published resources 
for LGBTI survivors and their carers, 
interviews with cancer care professionals 
to examine the barriers to and facilitators 
of culturally competent LGBTI cancer 
care and communication, and a synthesis 
of findings to develop evidence-based 
resources.

Private Lives 3: A National 
Study of the Health and 
Wellbeing of LGBTIQ People 
Living in Australia
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
Victorian Government Department 
of Premier and Cabinet

Anthony Lyons, Adam Bourne,  
Ruth McNair (University of Melbourne), 
Adam Hill, Marina Carman

The Private Lives 3 project involves 
a national survey aimed at providing 
comprehensive, up-to-date and policy 
relevant data on diverse aspects of 
the health and wellbeing of LGBTIQ 
adults (aged 18 years and older) living 
in Australia. It is the third iteration of the 
Private Lives series, following Private 
Lives 2 conducted in 2011 and the original 
Private Lives project conducted in 2005.

Writing Themselves In 4: 
Understanding the Health and 
Wellbeing of LGBTIQ Young 
People in Australia
Victorian Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, New South Wales 
Department of Health, Office of the 
Chief Minister of the ACT, SHINE 
SA (with support from the Office 
of the Chief Psychiatrist of South 
Australia)

Adam Bourne, Anthony Lyons,  
Adam Hill, Jennifer Power, Jami Jones,  
Marina Carman

This national study explores the health and 
wellbeing of LGBTIQ young people (aged 
14-21 years) in Australia. This is the fourth 
iteration of the survey since 1998 and is a 
vital source of data to inform policies and 
interventions aimed at this population. The 
2019 round of the survey has a focus on 
understanding the positive and protective 
factors in the lives of LGBTIQ young 
people, as well as how health disparities 
are evident among further marginalised 
communities.



A R C S H S A N N U A L R E P O RT 2019 19

Developing an LGBTI-Safe 
Housing Network to Prevent 
Homelessness and Build 
Social Connection and 
Resilience
Victorian Health Foundation

Ruth McNair (University of Melbourne), 
Cal Andrews (University of Melbourne), 
Jennifer Power, William Leonard

The project aims to establish, pilot and 
evaluate a Victorian LGBTI safe housing 
network. The network will assist LGBTI 
people at any age who are experiencing 
or at risk of homelessness gain stable 
and safe housing. The project aims to 
improve the mental health of LGBTI people 
accessing the network by building their 
social connection and resilience, and to 
significantly reduce their likelihood of 
experiencing homelessness in the future.

Examining Risk and 
Protective Factors for the 
Development of Gambling-
Related Harms and Problems 
in Victorian LGBTIQ 
Communities
Victorian Gambling Foundation

Rachel Bush (Deakin University), 
Petra Stagier (Deakin University),  
Nicki Dowling (Deakin University), 
Andrea Waling, Alex Russell  
(Central Queensland University)

This project examines gambling within 
Victorian LGBTIQ communities. It aims 
to identify risk and protective factors for 
the development of gambling-related 
harms and problems unique to these 
communities.

The Story of Us: Improving 
Our Understanding of the 
Relationship between 
Minority Sexualities and 
Mental Wellbeing: Bisexual 
Adults in Heterosexual 
Relationships
La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area

Julia Taylor, Jennifer Power,  
Andrea Waling, Misty Farquhar  
(Curtin University)

The Story of Us project seeks to explore 
the mental health and wellbeing of 
bisexual people currently in ‘heterosexual’ 
relationships. It aims to delve deeper into 
previous research findings that show 
bisexual people in intimate relationships 
with different-sex partners experience 
poorer mental health. This undermines 
the commonly held assumption 
that bisexual people in heterosexual 
relationships experience a form of 
‘heterosexual privilege’ and therefore 
should experience better mental health 
than those in same-sex relationships 
as their experiences of ‘minority stress’ 
should, theoretically, be less.

Social responses to HIV  
and viral hepatitis

RISE Study (Recent Diagnosis 
and the Impact of Support on 
the Experiences of HIV)
National Health and Medical 
Research Council Partnership 
Project

Garrett Prestage (UNSW),  
Graham Brown, Feng Jin (UNSW),  
Limin Mao (UNSW), Andrew Grulich 
(UNSW), Rebecca Guy (UNSW),  
John Kaldor (UNSW), Basil Donovan 
(UNSW), Christopher Fairley (Monash 
University), Asha Persson (UNSW),  
Christine Selvey (NSW Health),  
Lisa Bastion (WA Health)

This partnership project, led by the Kirby 
Institute, brings together researchers 
with health departments, clinicians 
and community organisations of all 
eight Australian jurisdictions, with their 
diverse characteristics and approaches 
to optimising the HIV continuum of 
care. Analysis of an online prospective 
open cohort of people newly diagnosed 
with HIV (recruited over three years) 
will identify predictors of progressing to 
each step in the HIV continuum of care. 
Qualitative interviews will detail perceived 
norms and the motivations underlying 
specific patterns of engagement with 
the continuum of care and methods of 
sexual risk reduction. In addition, the 
project involves in-depth qualitative 
interviews with HIV support program staff 
to identify how service provision adapts 
to the changing priorities for clients. This 
partnership provides new knowledge that 
can be used to improve the HIV continuum 
of care.
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Reducing Health 
Disparities for Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse 
Peoples
Australian Research Council 
Linkage Project, Commonwealth 
Department of Health

Alison Reid (Curtin University),  
Bruce Maycock (Curtin University), 
Rebecca Guy (UNSW), Graham Brown, 
Limin Mao (UNSW), Lisa Hartley (Curtin 
University), Roanna Lobo (Curtin 
University), Praveena Gunaratnam 
(UNSW)

This project, led by Curtin University, 
aims to develop a greater intercultural 
understanding of migrants from sub-
Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia and 
Northeast Asia, and the factors that 
predict poor health outcomes related to 
blood-borne viruses and other sexually 
transmissible infections. Mixed methods 
will be used to engage a diversity of 
migrants, and address knowledge gaps, 
including migrants’ understanding of 
sexual health and disease transmission, 
risk behaviours, and the sociocultural and 
structural factors influencing help-seeking 
behaviours. The availability of population-
level data is vital to inform better models 
of care that reflect the heterogeneity and 
diverse needs of culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CALD) people. The project will 
develop a systematic methodology for 
collecting periodic behavioural surveillance 
data using culturally appropriate methods. 
These data will assist in developing 
culturally responsive health services to 
meet the needs of CALD people.

Hepatitis C Partnerships: 
Enabling and Constraining 
Inter-Organisational 
Networks in the Scale-Up of 
DAA Treatment
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Graham Brown, Daniel Chamberlain  
(La Trobe University),  
Jacqui Richmond (Burnet Institute), 
Alisa Pedrana (Burnet Institute)

The HIV health service and community 
sector is responding to unprecedented 
developments in treatment technologies, 
and major policy and practice shifts in 
scaling up direct-acting antiviral (DAA) 
treatment among people who inject 
drugs and other people with hepatitis C 
virus (HCV). These changes will compel 
new relationships and adaptations by 
community, policy, health service and 
research organisations to optimise the 
scale-up of DAA treatment access. This 
project analyses the inter-organisational 
network structure of the organisations 
responding to HCV in selected jurisdictions 
across Australia. The analysis will identify 
characteristics of network structures that 
either enable or hinder capacity to respond 
to the rapid changes underway. The 
results are expected to help guide the HCV 
response and unlock the potential of the 
inter-organisational networks to achieve 
the priorities of the National Strategy.

HIV Futures
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Jennifer Power, Graham Brown,  
Anthony Lyons, Adam Bourne,  
Stephanie Amir

HIV Futures is a series of national 
surveys of people living with HIV (PLHIV) 
in Australia that has been repeated 
periodically since 1997. The survey 
focuses on the psychological and 
physical wellbeing of PLHIV, including 
treatment use, relationships, stigma 
and discrimination. These data provide 
evidence against which indicators in 
the Australian National HIV Strategy are 
measured. HIV Futures 9 was completed 
in 2019.

HIV Testing, Treatment and 
Care Needs Within Priority 
CALD Populations
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Jennifer Power, Graham Brown,  
Adam Bourne, Roslyn Le Gautier

There are increasing numbers of people 
living with HIV (PLHIV) in Australia who 
are migrants and/or from culturally and 
linguistically diverse (CALD) communities, 
yet little is known about the health needs 
or experiences of PLHIV from migrant and 
CALD communities. This scoping study 
explores barriers to inclusive practice for 
PLHIV from CALD communities.



A R C S H S A N N U A L R E P O RT 2019 21

W3 Project: Understanding 
What Works and Why in Peer 
Based Health Promotion 
Approaches in HIV and 
Hepatitis C
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Graham Brown, Suzy Malhotra (Living 
Positive Victoria), Sione Crawford  
(Harm Reduction Victoria)

The What Works and Why Project  
(www.w3project.org.au) is a ground-
breaking study that uses systems thinking 
to investigate the role of peer-led programs 
and the influence of these in their 
community, policy and sector systems. 
Over an 18-month period, the W3 Project 
collaborated with peer staff at Living 
Positive Victoria and Harm Reduction 
Victoria to develop approaches to evaluate 
peer-based programs at the project and 
organisational level. Drawing on the W3 
Framework for peer-based programs, the 
project applied the key functions of peer-
based programs (Engagement, Alignment, 
Adaptation and Influence) and took an 
action research approach to develop 
quality and impact evaluation tools that are 
usable, practical and sustainable within the 
resources of a community organisation. 
This study developed, trialled and refined 
12 quality and impact data collection tools 
across a range of peer-based programs. 
These included evaluating: the quality of 
peer interactions in workshops and one-
one peer support; the reach and scope of 
peer outreach; the impact of programs 
on quality of life and resilience; the role 
of partner organisations and services; 
and collating and translating evolving 
community trends into persuasive policy 
and service advice. The W3 Framework 
has also been applied to identify relevant 
indicators that align with the contracting 
requirements of funders.

W3 Peer Insights: 
Understanding Motivators 
and Barriers to the Uptake 
of Hepatitis C Treatments 
among People Who Inject 
Drugs
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Susan Chong, Graham Brown,  
Sione Crawford (Harm Reduction 
Victoria), Jane Dicka (Harm Reduction 
Victoria), Mary Harrod (NSW Users and 
AIDS Association), Charles Henderson 
(NSW Users and AIDS Association), 
Angela Corry (Peer Based Harm 
Reduction WA), Garri-Emma Perry  
(Peer Based Harm Reduction WA)

This study investigates the evolving 
motivators and barriers for people 
who inject drugs to access hepatitis C 
treatment and the implications for scaling 
up health promotion, testing and treatment 
programs. Utilising the W3 Framework for 
peer-based programs, the project drew on 
the expertise and insights of peer staff and 
volunteers to understand the experiences, 
perspectives, barriers and enablers for 
people who inject drugs (PWID) regarding 
the scale-up and implementation of 
direct-acting antiviral treatments. In 2019, 
several focus groups and interviews 
were conducted in metropolitan and 
country and regional areas, in partnership 
with peer-based organisations – Harm 
Reduction Victoria, NSW Users and 
AIDS Association, and Peer Based Harm 
Reduction WA. Short broadsheet reports 
to facilitate real-time translation of results 
into ongoing treatment scale-up efforts 
and practice were produced. Harm 
reduction and hepatitis C agencies have 
integrated study findings to strengthen 
policy advocacy strategies and health 
promotion interventions to tailor to 
communities of people who inject drugs.

HIV Intersections  
Community of Practice
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Jen Johnson, Graham Brown

This project strengthens the work of the 
HIV Intersections Community of Practice 
in Victoria, to support agencies and 
programs to work on HIV and intersecting 
issues, including (but not limited to) HIV 
and international mobility, culturally and 
linguistically diverse communities, and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. This includes facilitation of 
quarterly community of practice learning 
forums and coordination of a major HIV 
and Intersectionality Symposium.

Blood-Borne Virus (BBV) 
Sector Development 
Program: Supporting the HIV 
and Hepatitis Workforce
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Emily Lenton, Jen Johnson,  
Graham Brown

The BBV Sector Development Program is a 
knowledge translation and implementation 
program that works to support the 
Victorian blood-borne virus (BBV) health 
promotion, community health, allied health 
and policy workforce to respond effectively 
to HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C. The BBV 
Sector Development Program supports 
agencies and programs to identify and 
engage in the activities that will support 
the implementation of the Victorian 
BBV Strategies. The Program works to 
embed new and existing knowledge into 
policy and practice, and to maximise the 
impact of ARCSHS’ research. The BBV 
Program facilitates several Communities 
of Practices and working groups, including 
the BBV Workforce Network and the HIV 
Intersections Community of Practice. 
Other activities include hosting two 
major annual forums in collaboration 
with research, community and health 
practitioners, and producing the monthly 
BBV News bulletin of the latest news, 
research, resources, and upcoming events.

http://www.w3project.org.au
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Integrated Hepatitis C Service 
Reorientation Project
Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services

Emily Lenton, Jen Johnson,  
Graham Brown

The Integrated Hepatitis C Service 
Reorientation project is funded for two 
years (2018-2020) from the Sexual Health 
and Viral Hepatitis Branch, Victorian 
Government Department of Health and 
Human Services. The aims of this project 
are to increase culturally appropriate 
pathways and linkages to hepatitis C 
treatment and care. In collaboration 
with participating services, a framework 
and set of guiding principles are being 
developed to support the re-alignment of 
these services with the priority actions 
articulated in the Victorian Hepatitis C 
Strategy 2016-2020. This will include 
a shared purpose statement, shared 
objectives and principles for integrated 
hepatitis C service delivery in Victoria. The 
project includes a quarterly Community of 
Practice meeting for integrated hepatitis 
C nurses, supporting the development of 
workplans, and responding to new and 
emerging research and gaps in treatment 
access. 

W3: Influence of 
Communities
Australian Federation of AIDS 
Organisations (AFAO)

Graham Brown, Adam Bourne,  
Andrew Westle, Jeanne Ellard  
(UNSW and Australian Federation of 
AIDS Organisations)

Drawing on the W3 Project, this study 
investigated how, when and where gay 
men are influenced about HIV, and how 
the work of AIDS councils directly and 
indirectly supports this learning. It has 
included a series of seven focus groups 
and ten interviews from across Australia 
with gay and bisexual men, as well as staff 
from AIDS councils and the Australian 
Federation of AIDS Organisations. The 
report was completed in 2019.

PLHIV Peer Navigator 
Implementation Study
ViiV Healthcare United Kingdom

Graham Brown, Timothy Krulic,  
Adam Bourne, Christopher Fisher, 
Suzy Malhotra (Living Positive Victoria)

This project aims to identify and articulate 
the core elements and strategies for the 
effective implementation and scale-up of 
an HIV Peer Navigation Program (PNP). 
The PNP involves trained staff living 
with HIV who provide peer education 
and support for people living with HIV 
(PLHIV) in clinical healthcare settings. 
These staff are employed, trained, and 
managed by Living Positive Victoria 
and provide the service within partner 
clinics on an outreach basis. The study 
will collect data from internal evaluation 
and monitoring embedded in the peer 
support service to assess implementation 
outcomes (such as acceptability, adoption, 
feasibility, appropriateness, fidelity, cost, 
penetration and sustainability) as well as 
its effectiveness in outcomes such as 
quality of life, healthcare engagement, 
resilience, health literacy and treatment 
attitudes. Data will be collected through a 
mix of online surveys, interviews and focus 
group methods from clients of the PNP 
(service evaluation), the peer navigator 
staff (feedback on the implementation of 
the program), and from staff at the partner 
clinics (feedback on the implementation of 
the program).

PozQoL Project Stage 3: 
Implementation Trial of a 
Quality of Life Measure for 
People Living with HIV
ViiV Healthcare Australia,  
ViiV Healthcare United Kingdom

Graham Brown, Gosia Mikołajczak 
(University of Melbourne),  
Jennifer Power, Anthony Lyons,  
Fraser Drummond (ViiV Healthcare 
Australia), Duncan Short (ViiV 
Healthcare United Kingdom),  
Aaron Cogle (National Association of 
People with HIV Australia), Brent Allan 
(Living Positive Victoria), Craig Cooper 
(Positive Life NSW), Simon O’Connor 
(Queensland Positive People)

The PozQoL scale is a validated, short 
and freely available quality of life measure 
for people with HIV. The scale was 
developed for the HIV community, support 
and healthcare sectors. The PozQoL 
implementation project aimed to assess 
the usability, acceptability, and usefulness 
of the PozQoL scale in the day-to-day 
work of different health and community 
services, and to assess how sensitive the 
PozQoL scale is in measuring changes in 
health-related quality of life as a result of 
interventions or services. The study has 
built on the partnership across research, 
industry and community to recruit a range 
of services and programs to conduct 
the trial, while ensuring the principles 
of meaningful involvement of people 
living with HIV are maintained, with peer 
organisations involved at every stage.
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Missing Voices: Building HIV 
Positive Women’s Meaningful 
Engagement with HIV Clinical 
and Cure Research
Melbourne HIV Cure Consortium, 
Doherty Institute

Susan Chong, Jennifer Power,  
Jen Johnson, Kirsty Machon  
(Positive Women Victoria),  
Heather Mugwagwa (Positive Women 
Victoria), Roslyn Le Gautier (University 
of Melbourne)

The project ‘Missing Voices: Building HIV 
Positive Women’s Meaningful Engagement 
with HIV Clinical and Cure Research’ is a 
collaboration between Positive Women 
Victoria and ARCSHS. Little is known 
about how Australian women living with 
HIV perceive HIV clinical research, their 
level of trust in research institutions and 
researchers, the extent to which they 
have information about clinical research 
or their level of clinical literacy, including 
HIV cure literacy. This project aims to 
improve understanding of factors likely 
to be a barrier to women participating in 
HIV-related clinical research, the reasons 
why women would be willing to participate 
in research and strategies for increasing 
women’s engagement with HIV cure and 
other HIV clinical research.

THE INSPIRE PROJECT: 
Improve, Nurture and 
Strengthen Education, 
Collaboration, and 
Communication between 
PLHIV and Researchers
Melbourne HIV Cure Consortium

Jennifer Power, Jillian Lau (Melbourne 
University), A. Toni Young (DC Education 
Group, USA), Brent Allan (ICASO, 
Canada), Karine Dube (University of 
North Carolina)

This project aimed to identify strategies 
to enhance the meaningful involvement 
of people living with HIV in HIV-cure 
related clinical research. The project 
involved a workshop with a range of 
stakeholders across the HIV sector and 
led to the development of pop-up classes 
on community engagement for scientists 
and clinicians working in HIV research that 
were delivered at the International AIDS 
Society meeting in Mexico City 2019.

Chemsex Online Survey for 
Men Who Have Sex with Men 
in Taiwan (COMeT)
ViiV Healthcare, GSK

Stephane Wen-Wei Ku, Lian-Yu Chen, 
Han-Ting Wei (Taipei City Hospital), 
Carol Strong, Chia-Wen Li (National 
Chen Kung University), Adam Bourne, 
Jason Huang (National Yang Ming 
University), Mein-Woei Suen (Asia 
University, Taiwan).

This online survey of men who have sex 
with men in Taiwan seeks to examine 
the experience of sexualised drug use 
(colloquially referred to as ‘chemsex’), 
including if and how men consider their 
use ‘problematic’, how they engage with 
supportive services and systems, and 
whether they experience harm.
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W3: Understanding  
Networks in Flux
La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area, 
La Trobe University Social Research 
Platform

Graham Brown, Daniel Chamberlain 
(La Trobe University), Wendy Dagher 
(Department of Public Health, La 
Trobe University), Alan Shiell (La Trobe 
University), Cynthia Webster (Macquarie 
University), Robyn Keast (Southern 
Cross University), Margaret Hellard 
(Burnet Institute), Mark Stoové (Burnet 
Institute), Martin Holt (Centre for Social 
Research in Health, UNSW), Peter Higgs 
(La Trobe University), Joseph Doyle 
(Monash University), Jen Johnson,  
Emily Lenton

Advances in prevention and treatment of 
HIV and hepatitis C (HCV) require major 
reorientation in roles and relationships 
among community, health, research and 
policy organisations. Building on the W3 
Project, the Understanding Networks in 
Flux study is investigating how and why 
organisation network structures adapt, 
or remain resistant, to rapid change. 
Using the Victorian HIV/HCV sector as 
an exemplar, in 2017/18 we collected 
baseline data through an online survey 
and interviews with organisations playing 
key roles in the Victorian HIV and HCV 
response. The results were analysed and 
presented to the Victorian sector in 2019.

Asia Pacific Men Who 
Have Sex with Men (MSM) 
Internet Survey (APMIS): 
A Pilot Multi-Country HIV 
Surveillance Survey
La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area

Adam Bourne, Adam Hill,  
Sin How Lim (University of Malaya), 
Thomas Guadamuz (Mahidol 
University), Benjamin Bavington  
and Martin Holt (UNSW)

This pilot project involves establishing 
the feasibility of implementing a large-
scale, multi-country online survey of HIV 
and sexual health among gay, bisexual 
and other men who have sex with men 
in Asia and the Pacific. The pilot project 
involves a survey conducted in Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam and 
Japan, and examines the likelihood of 
achieving sufficient scale and diversity 
of respondents via various recruitment 
methods. The pilot survey will also 
capture large-scale data pertaining to the 
use of new HIV prevention technologies 
(including pre-exposure prophylaxis) and 
engagement with HIV treatment services.

Building University-Wide 
Capacity in Complexity 
and Systems Science, 
and Implementation and 
Improvement Science
La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area

Graham Brown, Virginia Lewis  
(La Trobe University), Natasha Lannin 
(Monash University), Jodi Oakman  
(La Trobe University)

This project aims to build two research 
networks at La Trobe University – the 
Complexity and Systems Science 
Research Network and the Implementation 
and Improvement Science Research 
Network. These networks will enhance the 
interdisciplinary research in these areas 
and strengthen the capacity of research at 
La Trobe University.

W3: Valuing the Role of the 
Community Response in HIV: 
Bangkok Workshop
La Trobe Asia

Graham Brown, Adam Bourne,  
David O’Keeffe

This project was the first stage in 
increasing the evidence on the unique role 
that community and peer-led organisations 
play in the HIV response in Asia and 
the Pacific. Drawing on the W3 Project, 
and in collaboration with the Australian 
Federation of AIDS Organisations 
international program, the project hosted 
a workshop in Bangkok, Thailand with 
stakeholders from a range of country- and 
regional-based community organisations 
in Asia. The workshop identified barriers, 
enablers and opportunities to increase 
the visibility and evidence for the role 
of peer and community organisations, 
with recommendations for collaborative 
research and collective evidence-building.

Young People, Sexual 
Literacy and Sources of 
Knowledge: A Review
Commonwealth Department  
of Health

Andrea Waling, Lucille Kerr,  
Suzanne Fraser, Adam Bourne,  
Marina Carman, Christopher Fisher

Commissioned by the Department of 
Health, this review sought to identify the 
major influences on the sexual health and 
wellbeing of young people, the sources 
of information young people use for their 
sexual health information and how those 
sources of information are integrated 
within the lives of young people.

Western Australia Survey 
of Secondary Students and 
Sexual Health 2018
Government of Western Australia 
Department of Health

Christopher Fisher, Sylvia Kauer,  
Andrea Waling, Rosalind Bellamy, 
Paulina Ezer, Lucille Kerr,  
Graham Brown, Jayne Lucke

Data from the Sixth National Survey of 
Secondary Students and Sexual Health 
were utilised to develop a state-level report 
for Western Australia. Findings will inform 
health policy and programs, as well as 
curriculum development at a state level. 
The full report was released in 2019.
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Sexual health and wellbeing

The Third Australian Study 
of Health and Relationships 
(ASHR3): A National 
Representative Sexual  
Health Survey
National Health and Medical 
Research Council

Rebecca Guy (UNSW), Juliet Richters 
(UNSW), Richard de Visser (University 
of Sussex), Andrew Grulich (UNSW), 
Jane Hocking (University of Melbourne), 
Kevin McGeechan (University of 
Sydney), Praveena Gunaratnam (UNSW), 
Denton Callander (UNSW), Chris Rissel 
(University of Sydney), Anna Yeung 
(UNSW), Cathy Vaughan (University of 
Melbourne), Christopher Fisher,  
Deborah Bateson (University of Sydney), 
Judy Simpson (University of Sydney), 
Allison Carter (UNSW)

Sexual and reproductive health is 
fundamental to human happiness and 
wellbeing and to the fabric of society. 
Policies and services to support sexual 
and reproductive health require accurate 
data on the behaviour, attitudes and sexual 
health outcomes of the population. These 
parameters have been measured twice 
through the Australian Study of Health 
and Relationships (ASHR) in 2001-02 
and 2012-13. The proposed third ASHR 
survey comes at a time of major social, 
technological and medical change, which 
affect the sexual and reproductive health 
of Australians. We propose to conduct 
the third ASHR in 2021, a nationally 
representative survey of over 20,000 
Australians aged 16-69 years. The three 
consecutive ASHR surveys will provide 
time-trend data over 20 years and up-to-
date national representative prevalence 
estimates. The findings will inform health 
promotion, the education curriculum, 
clinical and counselling services, and 
national and state strategies.

National Survey of Secondary 
Students and Sexual Health: 
Trends Over Time
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Christopher Fisher, Sylvia Kauer

The National Survey of Secondary 
Students and Sexual Health, recently 
completing its sixth wave of data 
collection, has consistently surveyed 
adolescent sexual attitudes, knowledge 
and experience since 1992. Detailed 
statistical trend analyses were completed 
across all waves to identify long-term 
changes in knowledge, behaviour and 
attitudes across cohorts of Australian 
adolescents. The full report was released 
in 2019.

Sixth National Survey of 
Secondary Students and 
Sexual Health
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Christopher Fisher, Graham Brown, 
Andrea Waling, Sylvia Kauer,  
Gosia Mikołajczak, Paulina Ezer, 
Lucille Kerr, Rosalind Bellamy,  
Jayne Lucke

A national survey of the sexual attitudes, 
knowledge and experiences of Australian 
adolescents has been carried out 
approximately every five years since 
1992. The sixth survey, conducted in 
2018, added to this long-term project, 
informing policy, program and curriculum 
development, measurement and reporting 
on key national strategic indicators related 
to sexually transmissible infections and 
blood-borne viruses, and providing ongoing 
contributions to the scientific literature on 
the sexual health and wellbeing of young 
people. The full report was released in 
2019.

Young People, Sexual 
Literacy and Sources of 
Knowledge: A Review
Commonwealth Department  
of Health

Andrea Waling, Lucille Kerr,  
Suzanne Fraser, Adam Bourne,  
Marina Carman, Christopher Fisher

Commissioned by the Department of 
Health, this review sought to identify the 
major influences on the sexual health and 
wellbeing of young people, the sources 
of information young people use for their 
sexual health information and how those 
sources of information are integrated 
within the lives of young people.

Western Australia Survey 
of Secondary Students and 
Sexual Health 2018
Government of Western Australia 
Department of Health

Christopher Fisher, Sylvia Kauer,  
Andrea Waling, Rosalind Bellamy, 
Paulina Ezer, Lucille Kerr,  
Graham Brown, Jayne Lucke

Data from the Sixth National Survey of 
Secondary Students and Sexual Health 
were utilised to develop a state-level report 
for Western Australia. Findings will inform 
health policy and programs, as well as 
curriculum development at a state level. 
The full report was released in 2019.
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LifeStyles Sex-Ed
LifeStyles/SxWell Australia

Christopher Fisher, Paulina Ezer, 
Rosalind Bellamy

ARCSHS supports the moderation  
of a website to support teachers  
involved in sexuality education,  
www.sex-ed.com.au. It also: manages 
the delivery of sex education resources to 
thousands of teachers across Australia; 
develops quarterly newsletters to keep 
sex education teachers updated on 
current research, resources and training 
opportunities; and consulted with 
LifeStyles and their partners in 2019 on 
the development of a new evidence-based 
classroom resource to be distributed in 
2020.

Systems Approach to  
Sexual Literacy
La Trobe University Transforming 
Human Society Research Focus 
Area

Christopher Fisher, Paulina Ezer, 
Rosalind Bellamy, Susan Chong,  
Shane Kavanagh (La Trobe University), 
Evelien Spelten (La Trobe University), 
Sandra Connor (La Trobe University), 
David O’Keeffe, Eric Walsh-Buhi  
(Indiana University)

Improving sexual health outcomes across 
all populations remains an ongoing 
challenge in Australia and globally. Recent 
research suggests a need for a systems-
based approach to identifying, measuring 
and developing programs to improve 
sexual literacy at a population level. This 
initiative brings together experts across 
a wide array of disciplines at La Trobe 
University to develop a collaborative 
multidisciplinary research agenda to 
address sexual literacy. Work expanded 
in 2019 with support from a La Trobe 
University Research Focus Area grant, 
which will bring together an international 
team to conduct mapping research activity 
in this space and develop new research to 
address gaps in the field.

Sex, gender and 
consumption

Muscling up: Australian 
Men, Sexualisation and Body 
Image Enhancement
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

Gary Dowsett, Duane Duncan,  
Steven Angelides, Andrea Waling

This study investigates social changes 
related to men’s body modification 
practices and their meanings, including the 
ways in which contemporary Australian 
men’s reflections on attractiveness, 
desirability and sexual performance are 
entangled with their bodily labours and 
gendered identities. Using a qualitative 
approach, including 30 in-depth interviews 
with men aged 18-45, the research has 
explored questions related to male body 
image ideals, masculinity and health. 
Focus groups were also utilised to explore 
women’s perspectives on the increased 
visibility of male bodies in Australian 
culture and their interactions with men 
engaged in related body modification 
practices. The study continued its writing-
up stage in 2019.

Analysing Gender in Research 
and Policy on Alcohol-
Related Violence among 
Young People
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

David Moore, Helen Keane  
(Australian National University),  
Kathryn Graham (Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health, Canada),  
Mats Ekendahl (Stockholm University), 
Duane Duncan, Emily Lenton

This project compares the treatment of 
gender in research and policy addressing 
alcohol-related violence among young 
people in Australia, Canada and Sweden. 
Employing insights from feminist and 
science and technology studies, it 
includes analysis of quantitative research 
and policy texts, and semi-structured 
interviews with researchers and policy 
stakeholders exploring the part gender 
plays in alcohol-related violence. The 
project will inform the development of 
more effective and equitable responses 
to alcohol-related violence among young 
people in Australia.

http://www.sex-ed.com.au
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Understanding the 
Impediments to Uptake and 
Diffusion of Take-Home 
Naloxone in Australia
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

Suzanne Fraser, Robyn Dwyer  
(La Trobe University), Paul Dietze 
(Burnet Institute), Joanne Neale  
(King’s College, London), John Strang 
(King’s College London), Adrian Farrugia

Opioid overdose is a major health and 
social problem in Australia. Programs 
exist to provide opioid consumers with 
‘take-home’ naloxone (THN) to reverse 
overdose, overseas and in some Australian 
cities, but uptake in Australia remains 
minimal. The reasons for this are not well 
understood. This qualitative project will 
investigate impediments to THN uptake. 
It will use interviews collected with opioid 
consumers, prescribers and pharmacists 
to better understand THN, and to 
produce an online resource on personal 
experiences of overdose and THN. The 
aim will be to inform those affected by 
overdose, professionals and the wider 
Australian community about THN, to 
support THN distribution, and to thereby 
save lives and protect communities.

Understanding Performance 
and Image-Enhancing Drug 
Injecting in Australia
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

Suzanne Fraser, David Moore,  
Kate Seear (Monash University), 
Campbell Aitken (Monash University), 
Kay Stanton (Your Community Health), 
Renae Fomiatti

Australia is experiencing a rise in the use 
of performance and image-enhancing 
drugs (PIEDs). PIED use carries a range of 
health risks and, because it often involves 
injecting, the possibility of blood-borne 
virus transmission, especially hepatitis C. 
This Australian Research Council-funded 
project investigates the social practices 
associated with men’s use of performance 
and image-enhancing drugs in Australia. 
It aims to generate new insights into the 
experiences of men who consume PIEDs 
to inform more appropriate and sensitive 
harm reduction initiatives, engagement 
strategies and hepatitis C prevention 
resources.

Analysing Gender in Research 
and Policy on Alcohol-
Related Violence among 
Young People
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

David Moore, Helen Keane  
(Australian National University),  
Kathryn Graham (Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health, Canada),  
Mats Ekendahl (Stockholm University), 
Duane Duncan, Emily Lenton

This project compares the treatment of 
gender in research and policy addressing 
alcohol-related violence among young 
people in Australia, Canada and Sweden. 
Employing insights from feminist and 
science and technology studies, it 
includes analysis of quantitative research 
and policy texts, and semi-structured 
interviews with researchers and policy 
stakeholders exploring the part gender 
plays in alcohol-related violence. The 
project will inform the development of 
more effective and equitable responses 
to alcohol-related violence among young 
people in Australia.
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Improving Australia’s 
Legal, Policy and 
Educational Response 
to the Technological 
Transformation of Sex  
and Intimacy
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project

Jennifer Power, Anne-Maree Farrell 
(Queens University, Belfast),  
Jayne Lucke, Gary Dowsett,  
Andrea Waling

This project aims to understand the 
ways in which new technologies are 
becoming part of human experiences of 
sexual desire, intimacy and pleasure. The 
outcome will be increased understanding 
of ethical, legal, human rights, safety, 
and health concerns associated with 
sexualised use of new technologies. 
Recommendations will be made as to 
how Australian policy, regulatory and 
educational systems can best respond to 
these emerging concerns.

Crystal Methamphetamine 
Use, Sex and Risk Practice 
among Gay and Bisexual Men
National Health and Medical 
Research Council Project Grant

Carla Treloar (UNSW), Gary Dowsett, 
Max Hopwood (UNSW), Martin Holt 
(UNSW), Toby Lea (UNSW),  
Peter Aggleton (UNSW),  
Kerryn Drysdale (UNSW)

This three-year project, based at the 
Centre for Social Research in Health 
at UNSW Australia, aims to: examine 
gay and bisexual men’s (GBM) crystal 
methamphetamine use and sex practices, 
including unsafe sex and the sharing 
of injecting equipment, and GBM’s 
understanding and use of harm reduction 
practices in sexual contexts; understand 
how GBM perceive and experience the 
risks and benefits of crystal use, and 
how these perceptions and experiences 
influence decisions regarding drug use and 
sex; and identify feasible and acceptable 
harm reduction strategies, including HIV 
and hepatitis C prevention strategies, for 
scale-up and use by GBM who use crystal 
in sexual contexts. The project employs 
a qualitative methodology, comprising 
key informant and GBM interviews in four 
states: New South Wales, Victoria, South 
Australia and Western Australia (this 
last part is funded by the Government 
of Western Australia). During 2019, the 
project team focused on further writing 
up and producing a series of podcasts 
for the BBV/STI sector on findings related 
to developing new approaches to health 
promotion to address crystal use and 
GBM’s health.

Assertive Youth Outreach 
in SWSLHD: Program and 
Participant Aims, Priorities 
and Outcomes, 2018-19
South Western Sydney Drug  
Health Services

Suzanne Fraser, Adrian Farrugia,  
Renae Fomiatti, Michael Edwards  
(South Western Sydney Drug Health 
Services), Stephanie Hocking  
(South Western Sydney Drug Health 
Services)

This South Western Sydney Local 
Health District-funded project will 
investigate the approaches and priorities 
underpinning the new Youth Alcohol 
and Other Drugs Service currently in 
development at SWSLHD Drug Health 
Services program. The project will also 
explore the experiences and priorities of 
program participants, including how they 
understand and frame their drug use, 
and to what extent their perspectives 
and priorities mesh with the approaches 
taken by the program. The new knowledge 
developed in this project will be used to 
inform the program’s aims and practices, 
identify areas for further consideration, 
and produce a technical report and peer-
reviewed account of the initiative to inform 
further youth policy and practice in South 
West Sydney and elsewhere.
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Lived Experiences of 
Alcohol Consumption and 
Dependence among Clients in 
South Western Sydney Local 
Health District
South Western Sydney Drug  
Health Services

Suzanne Fraser, Renae Fomiatti,  
Michael Edwards (South Western 
Sydney Drug Health Services),  
Stephanie Hocking (South Western 
Sydney Drug Health Services)

This South Western Sydney Local Health 
District-funded project will investigate the 
experiences and motivations of people 
who continue to drink heavily despite 
significant health problems or risks. 
The project will explore how people who 
experience difficulties associated with 
alcohol consumption give meaning to their 
consumption, manage and respond to 
alcohol dependence and other concurrent 
health conditions, and how they view 
and make decisions about, accessing 
treatment for alcohol dependence in South 
Western Sydney Local Area Health District.

Lived Experiences of Stigma 
and Discrimination among 
SWSLHD DHS Service Users: 
A Qualitative Study
South Western Sydney Drug  
Health Services

Suzanne Fraser, Adrian Farrugia, 
Michael Edwards (South Western 
Sydney Drug Health Services),  
Stephanie Hocking (South Western 
Sydney Drug Health Services)

It is known that stigma is a barrier to 
healthcare for people with experiences of 
alcohol and other drug consumption in 
Australia. In this project we will conduct 
in-depth interviews with people who have 
accessed drug health services in South 
Western Sydney Local Area Health District. 
We will explore how stigma shapes their 
engagement with healthcare, their alcohol 
and other drug consumption, and how 
they manage and negotiate this stigma. 
The new knowledge developed in this 
project will be used to generate innovative 
strategies to address stigma experienced 
by people who consume alcohol and 
other drugs when accessing drug health 
services in South Western Sydney Local 
Area Health District.

M3: Media, Masculinities  
and Mental Health
La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area

Andrea Waling, Adam Bourne,  
Jennifer Power, Michael Kehler 
(University of Calgary)

This research project explores young 
men’s sexting practices, in particular 
the taking of sexy images such as torso 
and bicep pics, and dick pics. It seeks to 
explore how men are engaging with their 
bodies, the kinds of pictures they take, 
and what they hope such pictures will 
provide in terms of sexual and romantic 
interactions with women.
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Rainbow Health Victoria

2019 was a big year for 
Rainbow Health Victoria: 
our first since embracing a 
new name and launching 
a new-look website. 
These changes reflect our 
renewed commitment to 
represent the diversity of 
the communities we work 
alongside. Below are some 
of our highlights from 2019.

Research and Policy
We were very proud to assist in promoting 
two major ARCSHS surveys of LGBTIQ 
communities: Private Lives and Writing 
Themselves In. In 2020, Rainbow Health 
Victoria will be closely involved in survey 
analysis and reporting of results for 
these surveys, to ensure the findings are 
available to help shape policy, programs 
and practice.

In 2019, Rainbow Health Victoria has 
continued to be a leading voice in LGBTIQ 
health and social policy at both the 
state and federal level, working closely 
with organisations such as Thorne 
Harbour Health and Switchboard. 
Key achievements include significant 
submissions to the Royal Commission 
into Victoria’s Mental Health System, 
the Terms of Reference for the Royal 
Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect 
and Exploitation of People with Disability, 
and advice to government on housing, 
religious freedoms, family violence, 
LGBTIQ family counselling, mental health 
and intersectionality.

LGBTIQ-inclusive  
Practice Training
The Rainbow Health Victoria team have 
delivered a record-breaking number of 
training and professional learning events 
over 2019, with 6,000 people participating, 
from hundreds of different organisations. 
Across our programs in 2019 we delivered 
142 sessions of LGBTIQ-inclusive practice 
training to 4,750 participants from 110 
different organisations. We delivered 
10 HOW2 four-day programs to 170 
participants in 72 different organisations.

We also hosted 16 full-day issues-
based professional development 
events, designed to increase participant 
knowledge of different intersections of 
lived experience or practice – for example, 
train the trainer events, aged care, youth 
work, and family violence. In total, over 
1,200 participants attended these sessions 
from hundreds of different organisations.

We were also involved in the development 
of an online training package with 
Anglicare. In 2019, this training has been 
utilised by six organisations, with a total of 
3,290 online registrations.

Val’s LGBTI Ageing  
and Aged Care
In 2019 Val’s (previously known as Val’s 
Café) turned 10. Val’s has contributed to 
many important reforms in ageing and 
aged care, including amendments to the 
federal Aged Care Act recognising the 
needs of older LGBTI people, and replacing 
the National LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care 
Strategy with the Aged Care Diversity 
Framework and LGBTI Action Plan.

In October, Val’s successfully hosted the 
4th National LGBT&I Ageing and Aged 
Care Conference, ‘Ageing with Pride’, in 
partnership with the National LGBTI Health 
Alliance Silver Rainbow Program. Over 
200 delegates came together to share 
information, knowledge and experiences 
to improve the health, wellbeing, care and 
visibility of older LGBTI people, people 
living with HIV, LGBTI people with a 
disability, and their carers.

Rainbow Network
In 2019, the Rainbow Network launched a 
new website and hosted nine professional 
learning events for over 500 participants. 
Membership of Rainbow Network grew by 
almost 200 people, and the social media 
following grew to over 2,000 people across 
several platforms.

Throughout 2019, Rainbow Network 
continued to advocate the need for 
services and spaces that support the 
health and wellbeing of LGBTIQA+ young 
people and their families through policy 
submissions, including to the Royal 
Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health 
System, the National Youth Strategy 
Consultation, as well as secondary 
consultation, and representation on 
various board and advisory groups.

Intimate Partner and  
Family Violence
In 2019, Rainbow Health Victoria 
began supporting two refuge sites to 
become LGBTIQ safe and inclusive, 
using a mentoring framework. We also 
started work on a new project in primary 
prevention, looking at the drivers of 
LGBTIQ intimate partner and family 
violence.

The LGBTIQA+ Family Violence Sector 
Network continued to provide peer 
support to professionals and link them 
up with LGBTIQ allies in related sectors. 
Membership grew to 240 members, 
representing approximately 100 
organisations.
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Rainbow Health Victoria projects

Rainbow Health Victoria 
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Marina Carman, Jennifer Power,  
Adam Bourne

Rainbow Health Victoria is a program 
that addresses LGBTIQ health and 
wellbeing through research and knowledge 
translation, training, resources, policy 
advice and service accreditation through 
the Rainbow Tick.

Val’s LGBTI Ageing  
and Aged Care 
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health, Victorian 
Government Department of Health 
and Human Services

Pauline Crameri, Jennifer Power

Val’s LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care is 
a Rainbow Health Victoria program 
that works to improve healthy ageing 
pathways, care, and visibility of older 
LGBTI people. The program works 
directly with service providers to foster 
an understanding of the histories and 
experiences of older LGBTI people, and 
how these histories and experiences 
may impact access to support services. 
Through its work, the program aims to 
create safe and inclusive aged care and 
health services that recognise and value 
older LGBTI people.

Silver Rainbow LGBTI  
Aged Care Awareness 
Training 
Commonwealth Government 
Department of Health

Pauline Crameri, Jennifer Power

The Commonwealth Government has 
provided funding for the delivery of 
national LGBTI aged care training. The 
training is developed and managed by 
the National LGBTI Health Alliance and is 
delivered in Victoria by Rainbow Health 
Victoria’s ageing and aged care program, 
Val’s LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care, as well 
as by Transgender Victoria, to services 
across the state that provide care and 
support to older people.

Domestic and Family 
Violence Sector, LGBTIQ 
Capacity-Building Project 
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Marina Carman, Matthew Parsons, 
Shamini Joseph, Jackson Fairchild, 
Graham Brown

Rainbow Health Victoria is funded by 
Family Safety Victoria (FSV) to provide a 
range of capacity-building initiatives to 
enable the family violence sector across 
Victoria to provide safe services for people 
with diverse sexualities and genders. 
The project consists of capacity building 
through the rollout of the HOW2 training 
program to 133 specialist family violence 
services across Victoria, delivery of ‘all-
staff’ professional development training 
for specialist family violence services, 
and an evaluation of the efficacy of the 
above ‘whole sector’ LGBTIQ-inclusive 
practice interventions. This project further 
involves intensive support to two family 
violence refuge sites to become LGBTIQ 
inclusive, using a mentoring approach. 
The project also supports the LGBTIQA+ 
Family Violence Sector Network. The 
Network creates resources and facilitates 
quarterly meetings and regular issues-
based professional development seminars 
on inclusive practice within the family 
violence sector.

LGBTIQ Family Violence 
Prevention Project
Victorian Government  
Office for Women

Marina Carman, Matthew Parsons, 
Jackson Fairchild, Claire Farrugia

This innovative project focuses on the 
primary prevention of family violence 
experienced by LGBTIQ communities, 
seeking to address critical evidence gaps, 
strengthen understanding of the drivers 
of violence, and build expertise for both 
LGBTIQ organisations and family violence 
primary prevention organisations to design 
and deliver primary prevention activities.

Rainbow Network 
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Jami Jones, Adam Bourne

Rainbow Network empowers health and 
human services that work with young 
people to provide safe, welcoming and 
inclusive services for young LGBTIQ+ 
Victorians. Rainbow Network offers: 
LGBTIQ+ inclusive practice training; 
resources about LGBTIQ+ inclusive 
practice; secondary consultation and 
referral; regular issues-based forums and 
professional learning opportunities; and a 
Community of Practice Group. Rainbow 
Network is delivered in partnership with 
the Healthy Equal Youth Project, funded 
by the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services.
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Healthy Equal Youth 
(HEY) Project: A Victorian 
LGBTIQA+ Youth Suicide 
Prevention Initiative 
Victorian Government Department 
of Health and Human Services

Jami Jones, Adam Bourne

The HEY Project consists of a consortium 
of 10 place-based and seven state-wide 
partners, including Rainbow Health 
Victoria and Rainbow Network. HEY 
partners provide peer support, referral, and 
support to LGBTIQA+ young people and 
their families, as well as education and 
advocacy, with the overall aim to improve 
the mental health and wellbeing of young 
LGBTIQA+ young people in Victoria. The 
role of Rainbow Health Victoria within the 
partnership is to provide strategic advice, 
evidence and support to the Victorian 
Government, Youth Affairs Council of 
Victoria (YACVic) and HEY partners. HEY is 
managed by YACVic.

Rainbow Tick 
Licensing agreement with Quality 
Innovation Performance (QIP)

Jackson Fairchild, Jennifer Power,  
Jami Jones, Marina Carman

The Rainbow Tick is a quality framework 
that helps organisations show that 
they are safe, inclusive and affirming 
services and employers for members 
of the LGBTIQ communities. The 
Rainbow Tick standards, owned and 
developed by Rainbow Health Victoria, 
are designed to build lasting LGBTIQ 
inclusion. Accreditation is provided by an 
independent assessor, Quality Innovation 
Performance. Organisations that receive 
The Rainbow Tick can be listed on the 
national register of LGBTIQ-accredited 
organisations. Services can include 
the six standards as part of their cycle 
of service accreditation, or can apply 
to do the Rainbow Tick as a stand-
alone assessment subject to ongoing 
reassessment and quality improvement.
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Higher degree research and 
teaching programs

The ARCSHS Higher 
Degree Research (HDR) 
program celebrated 
several successes in 
2019. Students gave 
18 presentations at 
conferences and other 
academic forums, and 
published 12 papers and 
book chapters. Many 
students also presented 
their work at the monthly 
ARCSHS Learning Forums.

At the start of the year, we had 13 
students. During the year, William Mude, 
Julia Taylor, Tomas Rozbroj and Daniel Du 
Plooy were awarded their PhDs. In 2019, 
we also welcomed five new students, 
including two transfers from another 
institution: Tim Krulic, Nikos Dacanay, 
Ly Thanh, Gemma Nourse and Nyssa 
Ferguson. By the end of the year, we had 
14 active students who were at various 
stages of preparing research proposals, 
collecting data, writing and revising their 
theses. We had also made offers, with 
scholarships, to three potential new 
students for 2020, including two industry-
sponsored PhD scholarships with the 
Burnet Institute and Centre Against Sexual 
Assault Central Victoria.

Our students were also successful in 
gaining recognition of their research 
excellence, including Paulina Ezer and 
Rosalind Bellamy, who were awarded the 
Professor Anthony Smith Conference 
Attendance Award to present their work 
at an international sexuality conference. 
Several also engaged in a number 
of media interviews and community 
presentations on their work.

Postgraduate supervisors contribute 
their time and expertise to work with 
students on their studies. Supervisors 
work in teams, with at least one principal 
supervisor and one co-supervisor for each 
student, as well as a panel of two or three 
other academic staff members who meet 
once a year to monitor each student’s 
progress. 

William Mude, PhD 
Conferred May 2019
Supervisors: Christopher Fisher,  
Roslyn Le Gautier, Jacqui Richmond  
and Jack Wallace (Burnet Institute)
Community Understanding and 
Responses to Chronic Hepatitis B: A Case 
of the South Sudanese in Australia

Julia Taylor, PhD 
Conferred July 2019
Supervisors: Jennifer Power and 
Elizabeth Smith (Living with Disability 
Research Centre, La Trobe University)
Sexuality and Health: An Exploration of 
Bisexual Health in Australia

Tomas Rozbroj, PhD 
Conferred December 2019
Supervisors: Anthony Lyons  
and Jayne Lucke
When the Communication of Science Fails: 
Understanding Vaccine-Hesitant Attitudes

Daniel Du Plooy, PhD 
Conferred December 2019
Supervisors: Anthony Lyons  
and Emiko Kashima (Department of 
Psychology and Counselling,  
La Trobe University)
Psychological Wellbeing and Coping 
among Minority Migrant Populations in 
Australia

Emily Jane Bariola
Supervisors: Anthony Lyons,  
Adam Bourne and Jayne Lucke
Exploring LGB Wellbeing and Identity 
Formation through the Lens of Positive 
Psychology: An Alternative to the Minority 
Stress Model

Rosalind Bellamy
Supervisors: Christopher Fisher,  
Adam Bourne and Quinn Eades  
(School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, La Trobe University)
An Exploration of Creative Health 
Promotion Methods among Young 
LGBTIQA+ People
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Nikos Dacanay
Supervisors: Adam Bourne,  
Jennifer Power, Andrea Waling,  
and Susan Chong
Transient Sex Work: Exploring Sexual 
Practices of Asian Male Migrant Workers 
in Bangkok and their Risk to HIV and Other 
Health Harm

Paulina Ezer
Supervisors: Christopher Fisher,  
Jennifer Power and Tiffany Jones 
(Macquarie University)
The Impacts of a National Curriculum on 
Sexuality and Relationships Education: An 
Australian Story of Discourse, Practice and 
Need

Nyssa Ferguson
Supervisors: Suzanne Fraser,  
David Moore, and Adrian Farrugia
Response to Opioid Overdoes: Take Home 
Naloxone Training in Victoria

Jake Franklin
Supervisors: Adam Bourne  
and Anthony Lyons
Mental Health and Identity Differences 
between Common Subcultural Identities 
of Gay Men

Brooke Hollingshead
Supervisors: Gary Dowsett  
and Adam Bourne
The Social Contexts of HIV Vulnerability 
among 'Men Who Have Sex with Men' in 
Metro Manila

Lucille Kerr
Supervisors: Christopher Fisher and 
Tiffany Jones (Macquarie University)
Malignancies on the Margins: Cancer 
and the Transgender and Gender Diverse 
Community

Timothy Krulic
Supervisors: Graham Brown,  
Adam Bourne and Suzy Malhotra  
(Living Positive Victoria)
HIV Peer Navigation: From 
Conceptualisation to Implementation

Michael McDermott
Supervisors: Steven Angelides  
and Andrea Waling
Queerbaiting: Contemporary Audiences 
and Queer Media

Gemma Nourse
Supervisors: David Moore  
and Suzanne Fraser 
Injecting Objects, Practices and Settings: A 
Study of Men who Inject Performance and 
Image Enhancing Drugs in Australia

Ly Thanh
Supervisors: Adam Bourne  
and Andrea Waling
Body Image and its Influence on the 
Sexual and Social Lives of Gay Men

Andrew Westle
Supervisors: Gary Dowsett  
and Duane Duncan
Dancing Like a Man: Sexuality, Gender 
and the Body among Contemporary Male 
Dancers in Australia

Damian Wilson
Supervisors: Gary Dowsett  
and Christopher Fisher
Pink Belts: Exploring the Experiences of 
Same-Sex Attracted Men who Practise 
Martial Arts

Graduate Certificate in  
Sex, Health and Society
In 2019 the University approved the 
launch of a new course to be conducted 
by ARCSHS: the Graduate Certificate in 
Sex, Health and Society. This qualification, 
offered from 2020, will provide formal 
training to professionals and students in 
sex, sexuality, sexual health and related 
fields and industries. Blending online 
modules with face-to-face seminars, this 
one-year part-time course will comprise 
four subjects: 

• Principles of Human Sexuality 

•  Research in Sex, Sexuality and Sexual 
Health

•  Sex, Sexuality and Sexual Health: 
Communication, Policy and Practice

•  Sexual Bodies, Identities and 
Marginalisation 

Overseen by Associate Professor 
Christopher Fisher, the course will begin 
recruitment for the first cohort in early 
2020, with the first offerings occurring in 
Semester 2, 2020.

Undergraduate Teaching 
Program: Contemporary 
Issues in Sex and Sexuality
In Semester 2, 2019, Dr Jennifer Power 
and Dr Andrea Waling delivered the 
Centre’s undergraduate elective unit, 
Contemporary Issues in Sex and Sexuality, 
for the seventh time. The unit is notable for 
its engaging subject matter, which focuses 
on a range of issues and debates relating 
to sexual health, sex and consent, gender 
politics and sex education. The unit draws 
on a wide range of sources, including 
media, web-based material, and theory 
from the social sciences and health, to 
help students examine and reassess the 
range of meanings, values, assumptions 
and expectations embedded in social 
understandings of sex and sexuality. The 
unit is delivered online, and involves live 
lectures, as well as a set of online learning 
activities. In 2019, the unit was completed 
by 50 students from across La Trobe 
University’s campuses.



L A T R O B E U N I V E R S I T Y36

Awards and  
achievements

ARCSHS
Positive Health and Wellbeing 
Award – Positive Community 
Awards 2019
Living Positive Victoria
Awarded to an individual, group or 
organisation that has made an exceptional 
contribution to supporting, building 
and delivering excellence in healthcare, 
research and health promotion initiatives 
which improve the health and wellbeing of 
people living with HIV in Victoria.

Gary Dowsett,  
Duane Duncan,  
Andrea Waling,  
Daniel du Plooy  
and Garrett Prestage
Gold Winner, LGBTI Category – 31st 
Annual IBPA Benjamin Franklin 
Awards 
Independent Book Publishers 
Association
Contributed chapter ‘The social 
dimensions of prostate cancer in gay 
men’s sexuality’ to the winning book Gay 
and Bisexual Men Living with Prostate 
Cancer: From Diagnosis to Recovery, 
edited by Jane M. Ussher, Janette Perz 
and B. R. Simon Rosser (2018, New York, 
NY: Harrington Park Press).

Stephanie Amir
Early Career Prize: Social, Political 
and Cultural Aspects of HIV
2019 Australasian Society of HIV 
Medicine Conference, Perth
Awarded to an early career researcher for 
the best oral presentation on the social, 
political and cultural aspects of sexual 
health or HIV/AIDS at the Joint Sexual 
Health and HIV&AIDS Conferences.

Rosalind Bellamy  
and Paulina Ezer
Professor Anthony Smith 
Conference Attendance Award 2019
La Trobe University
A competitive award for postgraduate 
research students to attend an academic 
conference in an area related to sexuality 
studies.

Professor Gary Dowsett
Emeritus Professor
La Trobe University
Conferred 17 December 2019.
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Events, lectures  
and seminars

ARCSHS Conferences  
and Symposia
Alkyl Nitrites / 'Poppers' –  
Public Consultation
February 7, La Trobe University

ARCSHS, Therapeutic Goods 
Administration, Thorne Harbour Health, 
and the Kirby Institute, UNSW
A public discussion on the therapeutic use 
of alkyl nitrites (or ‘poppers’) in LGBTIQ 
communities in Australia, informing the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration’s 
decision to schedule them (www.tga.gov.
au/alkyl-nitrites-consultation).

Enhancing Meaningful Engagement 
of Women in HIV Clinical and Cure 
Research
March 26, Old Braille Library,  
Positive Living Centre

ARCSHS, Positive Women Victoria,  
and the HIV Cure INSPIRE project
A panel discussion addressing the 
consistent under-representation of women 
in HIV-related clinical research, including 
recent HIV cure research. Featuring Dr 
Kirsty Machon and Heather Ellis of Positive 
Women Victoria, A. Toni Young of the DC 
Centre for AIDS Research and Assistant 
Professor Karine Dubé of the University of 
North Carolina, this panel discussed issues 
and strategies for enhancing women’s 
engagement in HIV-related clinical 
research. 

Rainbow Health Victoria Launch
August 7, La Trobe University

ARCSHS, Rainbow Health Victoria
Launching the rebranding of GLHV (Gay 
and Lesbian Health Victoria) to Rainbow 
Health Victoria, the umbrella program 
including Rainbow Network, Rainbow Tick 
and Val’s LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care.

Fifth Contemporary Drug Problems 
Conference
September 4-6, Monash University  
Prato Centre, Prato, Italy

Contemporary Drug Problems; Law 
Faculty, Monash University; National 
Drug Research Institute, Curtin 
University; ARCSHS; Centre for Alcohol 
and Drug Research, Aarhus University; 
Behaviours and Health Risks Program, 
Burnet Institute; and, the Department 
of Science and Technology Studies, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
The fifth biennial Contemporary Drug 
Problems (CDP) conference invited 100 
delegates from 15 countries to engage 
with the conference theme, ‘Rethinking 
“change”: New theories, new topics, new 
questions, new methods.’ 

What Does It Mean to be a Bisexual 
or Pansexual Young Person?
September 6, La Trobe University

ARCSHS, Rainbow Network
A full-day workshop unpacking research 
from ARCSHS’ Who I Am study on Bi+ 
identities.

TRANScending Discrimination  
in Health and Cancer Care  
Research Launch
9 October, Cancer Council Victoria

ARCSHS, Rainbow Network
A presentation by ARCSHS PhD candidate 
and Specialist Cancer Nurse Lucille Kerr 
on the findings from TRANScending 
Discrimination in Health and Cancer Care: 
A Study of Trans and Gender Diverse 
Australians highlighting gaps in the 
evidence on trans and gender diverse 
Australians in health and cancer care.

Fifth National LGBT&I Ageing and 
Aged Care Conference, ‘Ageing 
with Pride: The New Landscape of 
Ageing and Aged Care in Australia.’
24-25 October, Novotel, Melbourne

Val’s LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care, 
ARCSHS, and National LGBTI Health 
Alliance
The fifth annual LGBT&I Aging and Aged 
Care Conference aimed to inspire change 
and improve and promote healthy ageing 
pathways for older LGBTI people, people 
living with HIV, or LGBTI people with a 
disability, and their carers.

The Future of Enhancement:  
Drugs, Gender and Sexuality
25 October, La Trobe University

Drugs, Gender and Sexuality Program 
and the BBV Sector Development 
Program
A forum exploring the nature and politics 
of ‘enhancement’ as it relates to drug 
consumption practices, gender and 
sexuality, and presenting research from 
the Australian Research Council Discovery 
project, Understanding Performance 
and Image-Enhancing Drug Injecting in 
Australia. 

ARCSHS Oration and Forum
7 November, Rydges Melbourne

ARCSHS
An event to introduce the new Director of 
ARCSHS, Professor Suzanne Fraser, who 
presented an oration titled 'Constituting 
social "problems": The role of social 
research in defining and addressing social 
issues in a sceptical world.' This was 
followed by a panel discussion with four 
distinguished Australian social scientists: 
Gary Dowsett; Helen Keane; Kane Race 
and Carla Treloar.

http://www.tga.gov.au/alkyl-nitrites-consultation
http://www.tga.gov.au/alkyl-nitrites-consultation
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2019 HIV and Intersectionality 
Symposium
27 November, La Trobe University

HIV Intersections Community of 
Practice, coordinated by the BBV Sector 
Development Program, ARCSHS
A one-day symposium looking critically at 
the intersection points of HIV and people’s 
lives, especially people and communities 
affected by HIV who have not been at the 
centre of the Australian HIV response. 

Book launch: Andrea Waling,  
White Masculinity in Contemporary 
Australia: The Good Ol’ Aussie Bloke
1 October, Juliet, Melbourne

Book launch: Steven Angelides, 
The Fear of Child Sexuality: Young 
People, Sex, and Agency
21 November, Loop Bar, Melbourne

ARCSHS Seminar Series
Digital data collection: Innovative 
approaches in harnessing 
technology to examine sexual 
health among LGBTI populations
6 February, La Trobe University

Associate Professor  
Joshua Rosenberger
Penn State University

LGBT rights: Moving towards  
‘global equality in 21st Century’
27 February, La Trobe University

Bisi Alimi
Executive Director of the Bisi Alimi 
Foundation

Bodies, sexualities, and desires  
in the context of HIV
13 March, La Trobe University

Dr Allison Carter
Kirby Institute

Young people seeking health  
and sexuality information
3 April, La Trobe University

Professor Eric Walsh-Buhi
San Diego State University

LGBT Conversion therapy: Sex, 
religion and human rights
22 May, La Trobe University

Dr Tim Jones
La Trobe University

Sharecropper’s tuberculosis: 
Pathologies of power in a fatal 
outbreak
12 June, La Trobe University

Professor Bronwen Lichtenstein
University of Alabama

Living positive in Queensland 
through the eyes of people living 
long-term and those recently 
diagnosed with HIV
26 June, La Trobe University

Dr Allyson Mutch and Dr Lisa Fitzgerald
University of Queensland

Being/Human: What human rights 
do with sex, drugs and bodies
7 August, La Trobe University

Associate Professor Kate Seear
Monash University

Transmasculine people’s  
experience of pregnancy loss
14 August, La Trobe University

Professor Damien Riggs
Flinders University
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Funding

ARCSHS Funding 2019 2019 (AUD)

Australian Research Council (ARC)  568,028.99 

Reducing Health Disparities for Older LGBTI Australians 58,720.49  

The Technological Transformation of Sex: Improving Australia’s Response 53,782.79  

Understanding the Impediments to Uptake and Diffusion of Take-Home Naloxone 221,108.93  

Analysing Gender in Research and Policy on Alcohol-Related Violence 234,416.78  

National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC)  10,879.82 

Developing and Implementing Systems to Optimise Treatment Care and Support  
among People Diagnosed with HIV

10,879.82  

Commonwealth Department of Education and Training  848,678.57 

Research Training Program 310,524.31  

Research Support Program 538,154.26  

Commonwealth Department of Health  362,876.20 

Blood-Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible Infections Research and Data 230,000.00  

Val’s 132,876.20  

Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, ACT  15,000.00 

Writing Themselves In 4 15,000.00  

Department of Health and Human Services, Victoria  1,057,460.34 

Rainbow Network: GLBTI Youth Suicide Prevention 172,820.61  

Blood-Borne Virus Services 260,004.88  

Rainbow Health Victoria 241,364.91  

Managing the Rollout of the HOW2 Program to All Family Violence Service Providers by 2020 322,519.98  

Val’s 60,749.96  

Department of Premier and Cabinet, Victoria  360,000.00 

Primary Prevention of Family Violence Against the LGBTI Community 360,000.00  

Western Australian Department of Health  44,179.00 

6th National Survey of Australian Secondary Students and Sexual Health – WA-specific report 44,179.00  

Lifestyles  38,000.00 

Lifestyles Sex-Ed Website 38,000.00  

Burnet Institute  19,200.00 

Aging with HIV Online Support Project 19,200.00  

Living Positive Victoria  25,000.00 

Living Positive Victoria Strategic Evaluation Consultation 25,000.00  
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ARCSHS Funding 2019 2019 (AUD)

Melbourne HIV Cure Consortium  19,845.20 

THE INSPIRE PROJECT: Improve, Nurture and Strengthen Education, Collaboration,  
and Communication between PLHIV and Researchers

19,845.20  

Shine SA  50,000.00 

Writing Themselves In 4 50,000.00  

ViiV Healthcare Australia  39,038.39 

Peer Navigator Implementation Science Demonstration Project 10,773.18  

Peer Navigator Implementation Science Demonstration Project – Stage 2 28,265.21  

Miscellaneous  363,842.13 

Course fees, royalties and other income 363,842.13  

Teaching revenue  309,558.11 

Undergraduate 113,571.02  

Postgraduate 195,987.09  

La Trobe University  1,184,861.56 

La Trobe internal contribution 1,184,861.56  

Funds received from the sources listed here, totalled  5,316,448.31 
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Professional 
participation

Membership of advisory 
bodies, associations, 
boards and committees

International
The American Men’s Studies Association | 
Executive Board Member | Public  
Relations and Media Officer | Conference 
Committee | Andrea Waling

American Psychological Association – 
Society for the Psychological Study of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Issues | Anthony Lyons

Association for the Social Sciences 
and Humanities in HIV/AIDS | Academy 
Member | Gary Dowsett

Australian and New Zealand Mental 
Health Association | Anthony Lyons

Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference 
National Steering Committee | Jen Power

Combined Australasian HIV/AIDS and 
Sexual Health Conferences National 
Committee | Graham Brown

Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference,  
Chair of Social Research/Social Policy 
Theme (Theme D) | Committee Member | 
Jen Power

Australasian Sexual Health Alliance | 
Executive Board | Christopher Fisher

European Society of Social Psychology | 
Joel Anderson

International Academy of Sex Research | 
Christopher Fisher, Gary Dowsett

International AIDS Society | Gary Dowsett, 
Adam Bourne, Adam Hill, Anthony Lyons

International Association of Applied 
Psychology | Joel Anderson

International Association for the  
Study of Sexuality, Culture and Society | 
Gary Dowsett

International Positive Psychology 
Association | Anthony Lyons

International Society for Critical Health 
Psychology | Adam Bourne

International Society for Social and 
Political Psychology | Joel Anderson

Joint Australasian HIV&AIDS Conference 
and Australasian Sexual Health 2020 
Conference Convening Committee | 
Graham Brown

Joint Australasian HIV&AIDS Conference 
and Australasian Sexual Health 2020 
Conference Scientific Program  
Committee | Jen Johnson

The Japan Sociological Society |  
Adam Hill

Society for the Scientific Study of 
Sexuality | Christopher Fisher

Society of Australasian Social 
Psychologists | Joel Anderson

UNITE Network | Policy Day Advisory 
Group | Graham Brown

National
Academy of Social Sciences in Australia | 
Fellow | Gary Dowsett

Annual Surveillance Reports HBV  
and HCV Cascade Reference Group |  
Jen Johnson

ARTB Viral Hepatitis Strategic Advisory 
Committee | Christopher Fisher

Australian Anthropological Society | 
Fellow | David Moore

The Australian Association of  
Gerontology | Beatrice Alba, Andrea Waling

Australian Federation of AIDS 
Organisations Board of Directors |  
Susan Chong

Australian Longitudinal Study on 
Women’s Health | Strategic Advisory and 
Stakeholder Committee | Jayne Lucke

Australian Women and Gender Studies 
Association (AWGSA) Victoria | Executive 
Committee | Andrea Waling

Centre for Social Research in Health, 
Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project 
Advisory Committee | Anthony Lyons

Community of Practice for Action on 
HIV and Mobility (CoPAHM) | CoPAHM 
National Governance Group | Jen Johnson

Dying with Dignity Victoria | Ambassador | 
Gary Dowsett

Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership Study 
Health Promotion Committee and 
Evaluation Committee | Graham Brown

Growing and Developing Healthy 
Relationships Advisory Group | 
Christopher Fisher

HIV/STI Cascades Reference Group | 
Graham Brown, Christopher Fisher

Housing for the Aged Action Group 
LGBTI Elders Housing Project Steering 
Committee | Pauline Crameri

Legal Barriers to Achieving Hepatitis C 
Elimination Working Group | Emily Lenton

LGBTI Pride in Health and Well-being 
Advisory Group | Adam Bourne

Macquarie University Union |  
Life Member | Gary Dowsett

National Trans Health Survey International 
Advisory Group | Christopher Fisher

NHMRC Centre of Research  
Excellence in Sexual and Reproductive 
Health for Women in Primary Care |  
Chair, Contraception Working Group |  
Jayne Lucke

NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence 
in Sexual and Reproductive Health 
for Women in Primary Care | Steering 
Committee | Jayne Lucke

Our Watch | Men in Focus Advisory Group | 
Jackson Fairchild

Pride Cup Education Working Group | 
Jami Jones

Public Health Association of Australia | 
Jayne Lucke, Anthony Lyons

Q West | Jami Jones

Society of Australian Sexologists |  
Bonnie McKenzie

Strengthening Seniors Inclusion & 
Participation LGBTI Project Leadership 
Group | Pauline Crameri

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras |  
Life member | Gary Dowsett

The Australian Sociological Association | 
Andrea Waling, Gary Dowsett

Young People and Gambling Project 
Advisory Group | Sophie Vasiliadis

ViiV Healthcare Australia | HIV Community 
Advisory Board | Graham Brown

Gilead Australia | HIV Community Advisory 
Board, 2018 | Graham Brown
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State
Burnet Institute Eliminate Hepatitis C 
Partnership | Health Promotion Working 
Group | Susan Chong

Burnet Institute Eliminate Hepatitis C 
Partnership | Training and Education 
Working Group | Jen Johnson

Department of Health and Human 
Services Victoria | Victorian End-of-
Life and Palliative Care Framework 
Implementation Advisory Group |  
Pauline Crameri 

Gippsland Regional LGBTI Ageing  
and Aged Care Working Group |  
Pauline Crameri

Harm Reduction Victoria Board |  
Secretary | Emily Lenton

HEY Strategic Advisory Group |  
Jami Jones

Loddon Mallee LGBTI Community of 
Practice Working Group | Pauline Crameri

Melbourne HIV Cure Consortium Steering 
Committee | Jen Power

North Western Melbourne PHN Suicide 
Prevention and Intervention Taskforce | 
Anthony Lyons

Sexual Health Society of Victoria | 
Christopher Fisher

Thorne Harbour Health |  
Board of Directors | Adam Bourne

Thorne Harbour Health | Gary Dowsett

Victoria Police LGBTIQ+ Reference  
Group | Jami Jones

Victorian Community Care Advisory 
Committee | Pauline Crameri

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation |  
Peer Reviewer | Andrea Waling

Victorian Hepatitis B Alliance |  
Jen Johnson, Emily Lenton

Victorian Hepatitis B Alliance | Advocacy 
and Strategy Committee | Jen Johnson

Victorian Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby | 
Gary Dowsett

Victorian HIV Implementation Working 
Group | Graham Brown

WA Department of Health | Growing  
and Developing Healthy Relationships |  
Jayne Lucke

Women’s Health East | Voices for Equality 
and Respect Project Advisory Group |  
Jami Jones

YACVic Policy Advisory Group |  
Jami Jones

La Trobe University 
Academic Board | Christopher Fisher

Academic Board | Returning officer | 
Andrea Waling 

Academic Promotions Committee (B/C) | 
Adam Bourne

Professor Anthony Smith Conference 
Attendance Award Committee |  
Anthony Lyons

Australian Research Council DECRA 
Review Panel | Graham Brown

BBV Workforce Network Community of 
Practice | Jen Johnson

La Trobe University Building Healthy 
Communities Research Focus Area 
Executive Committee | Graham Brown

Centre for Alcohol Policy Research 
Advisory Committee | Suzanne Fraser, 
Anthony Lyons

College of Science, Health and 
Engineering Research Committee | 
Anthony Lyons

Complexity and Systems Science 
Application Network | Graham Brown

Course Advisory Committee |  
Rosalind Bellamy

Gender Diversity in ICT Working Group | 
Adam Bourne, Matthew Parsons

Institute for Human Security and  
Social Change Advisory Committee |  
Gary Dowsett

La Trobe Employability Champion 
Network | Susan Chong

Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre 
Advisory Committee | Suzanne Fraser, 
Anthony Lyons

PRIME Academic Working Group | 
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R. (2019, April 25-27). The impact 
of traditional and cyber bullying on 
gender and sexual minority youth. Oral 
presentation at the 2019 Congress 
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Australasian Sexual Health Conference, 
Perth, Australia.

Brown, G. (2019, September 17-19). 
Introduction to the 6th National Survey: 
Background, methods, participants: 
findings from the 6th National Survey 
of Australian Secondary Students and 
Adolescent Sexual Health 2018. Oral 
presentation at the 2019 Australasian 
HIV&AIDS Conference, Perth, Australia.

Brown, G., Dunn, J., Rule, J., Krulic, T., 
Hoy, J., Buchanan, A., Howard, C., Fraser, 
N., Drummond, F., Short, D., Lyons, A. 
& Power, J. (2019, September 17-19). 
PozQol implementation trial: Incorporating 
a quality of life scale for PLHIV into day-
to-day clinical and community practice. 
Oral presentation at the 2019 Australasian 
HIV&AIDS Conference, Perth, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, May 15-16). The 
experiences of LGBTI people living with 
dementia: Considerations for LGBTI 
inclusive care. Invited oral presentation 
at the Informa National Dementia 
Conference: Addressing the Critical Issues 
in Dementia Research, Treatment and 
Care, Melbourne, Australia.

http://doi.org/10.1080/19317611.2019.1661941
http://doi.org/10.1080/19317611.2019.1661941
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Crameri, P., Kennedy, K., O’Neil, D. & 
Robertson, H. (2019, September 25-27). 
Diversity, intersectionality and human 
rights. Oral presentation at the Aged 
Care and Human Rights Summit, Sydney, 
Australia.

Drysdale, K., Bryant, J., Hopwood, M., 
Holt, M., Dowsett, G. W., Aggleton, P., Lea, 
T., Mackie, B., Batrouney, C., Calabretto, 
H. & Treloar, C. (2019, September 17-19). 
Sex on crystal: The diversity of settings 
and practices related to Australian gay and 
bisexual men’s crystal methamphetamine 
use. Poster presentation at the 2019 
Australasian HIV&AIDS Conference, Perth, 
Australia.

Ezer, P., Kerr, L., Fisher, C. M., Waling, 
A., Bellamy, R. & Lucke, J. (2019, 
September 16-18). Australian adolescent 
school-based relationships and sex 
education: Results from the 6th National 
Survey of Australian Secondary Students 
and Adolescent Sexual Health. Oral 
presentation at the Australasian Sexual 
Health Conference, Perth, Australia.

Farrugia, A. (2019, October 3-4). 
Conflict and communication: Managing 
the multiple affordances of take-home 
naloxone administration events in 
Australia. Oral presentation at 2019 City 
Health Australia Asia-Pacific Conference, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Farrugia, A., Fraser, S., Dietze, P., Dwyer, 
R., Ferguson, N. & Neale, J. (2019, 
November 10-13). Understanding the 
impediments to uptake and diffusion of 
take-home naloxone in Australia: Findings 
from a large national qualitative study. 
Oral presentation at the Australasian 
Professional Society on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs Conference, Hobart, Australia.

Farrugia, C., Power, J., & Carman, M. 
(2019, November 26-28). Violence 
and the gender binary: LGBTIQ intimate 
partner violence. Oral presentation at 
The Australian Sociological Association 
Conference, Sydney, Australia.

Ferguson, N. (2019, November 21-22). 
Consumer preferences for naloxone 
technologies: Emerging ‘affordances’ in 
the context of take-home naloxone training 
in Victoria. Oral presentation at the 17th 
Dangerous Consumptions Colloquium, 
Sydney, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. & Jones, J. (2019, April 15).
LGBTQ student wellbeing: Evidence & best 
practices. Oral presentation at the AISNSW 
Student Wellbeing Conference, Sydney, 
Australia.

Fisher, C. M., Brown, G., Bellamy, R., 
Ezer, P., Waling, A. & Lucke, J. (2019, 
September 16-18). Young people’s sexual 
health: Findings from the 6th National 
Survey of Australian Secondary Students 
and Adolescent Sexual Health 2018. 
Invited symposium oral presentation at the 
Australasian Sexual Health Conference, 
Perth, Australia.

Fisher, C. M., Waling, A., Kerr, L., Bellamy, 
R., Ezer, P., Mikołajczak, G., Brown, G., 
Carman, M. & Lucke, J. (2019, October 
13-16). Findings from the 6th National 
Survey of Australian Secondary Students 
and Adolescent Sexual Health 2018. Oral 
presentation at the 45th Annual Scientific 
Meeting of the Australian Society for 
Psychosocial Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
(ASPOG), Melbourne, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. (2019, May 9). Relationships 
and sex education: What young people 
want. Association of Independent 
Schools of New South Wales. Invited oral 
presentation at the Health and Physical 
Education Professional Development 
Conference, Sydney, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. (2019, August 20-21). Rural 
adolescent sexual health: Findings from 
the 6th National Survey of Secondary 
Students and Adolescent Sexual 
Health. Invited keynote at the SEXruality 
Conference, Creswick, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. (2019, September 18-19). 
Supporting Australian secondary student 
sexual health information-seeking and 
education. Invited oral presentation at the 
State-wide School Based Youth Health 
Nurse Conference, Brisbane, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. & Jones, J. (2019, June 
6-7). LGBTQ student wellbeing: Evidence 
and best practices. Invited keynote 
presentation at the Association of 
Independent School of New South Wales 
(AISNSW) Student Wellbeing Conference, 
Sydney, Australia.

Fisher, C. M. (2019, December 4). Rural 
adolescent sexual health: Findings from 
the 6th National Survey of Secondary 
Students and Adolescent Sexual Health. 
Oral presentation at the Gippsland Sexual 
Health Forum, Traralgon, Australia.

Fomiatti, R. (2019, September 19). 
Hepatitis C prevention needs among 
men who inject performance and image-
enhancing drugs. Oral presentation at the 
Public Health Association of Australia 
Conference, Melbourne, Australia.

Fomiatti, R. (2019, October 25). 
Maintaining the healthy body: Blood 
management and hepatitis C prevention 
among men who inject performance and 
image-enhancing drugs. Oral presentation 
at The Future of Enhancement 
Symposium, Australian Research Centre 
in Sex, Health and Society, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Fraser, S. (2019, November 1). 
Livesofsubstance.org: Tackling stigma and 
discrimination. Oral presentation at the 
South Western Sydney Drug and Alcohol 
Interagency Event, Sydney, Australia.

Fraser, S. (2019, November 10-14). 
Introducing Overdoselifesavers.org. Oral 
presentation at the Australian Professional 
Society on Alcohol and Other Drugs 
Conference, Hobart, Australia.

Fraser, S. (2019, June 5-6). South 
Western Sydney Local Health District Drug 
Health Services and SSAC Collaboration. 
Oral presentation at the Health Beyond: 
SWSLHD Research Showcase, Sydney, 
Australia.

Gerace, A., Bowden, L. & Anderson, J. R. 
(2019, April 25-27). Psychological and 
demographic predictors of support for 
marriage equality: An Australian survey. 
Oral presentation at the 2019 Congress 
for the Society of Australasian Social 
Psychologists, Sydney, Australia.

Hill, A. (2019, September 17-19). 
Correlates of recent and lifetime HIV 
testing among Japanese MSM. Poster 
presentation at the 2019 Australasian 
HIV&AIDS Conference, Perth, Australia.
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Hinton, J. & Anderson, J. R. (2019, April 
25-27). Exploring the relationship between 
gay men’s self-and meta-stereotype 
endorsement with well-being and self-
worth. Oral presentation at the 2019 
Congress for the Society of Australasian 
Social Psychologists, Sydney, Australia.

Hollingshead, B. (2019, November 29). 
Social and sexual networking apps as 
places of risk and opportunity: Online HIV 
outreach to men who have sex with men 
in the Philippines. Oral presentation at 
TASA Health Day: Data, Technology and 
Sociology in the Age of Digital Health, 
University of Western Sydney, Sydney, 
Australia.

James, A. (2019, November 25-28). 
Genital fashioning: Conceptualising 
the navigation of social contexts and 
postfeminist discourse. Oral presentation 
at the TASA Conference: Diversity and 
Urban Growth, University of Western 
Sydney, Sydney, Australia.

James, A. (2019, July 3-5). We don’t get 
born with these ideals, we source them 
from somewhere. Oral presentation at 
the 10th Anniversary Conference, Popular 
Culture Association of Australia and New 
Zealand, RMIT University, Melbourne.

James A., & Whelan, A. (2019, October 
2-5). Algorithmic governance in the 
Australian welfare state and the emerging 
ethics discourse. Oral presentation at the 
2019 Association of Internet Researchers 
Conference, Smart Technologies, 
Algorithmic Governance and Data Justice 
Brisbane, Australia.

Johnson, J. (2019, August 5-6). Talking 
testing: Best practice in hepatitis B and 
hepatitis C pre- and post-test discussion. 
Oral presentation at the 2019 Australasian 
Viral Hepatitis Elimination Conference, 
Sydney, Australia.

Johnson, J. (2019, September 17-19). 
Talking testing: Best practice in HIV pre- 
and post-test discussion. Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Australasian HIV&AIDS 
Conference, Perth, Australia. 

Johnson, J. (2019, September 17-19). 
Talking testing in pregnancy: Improving 
midwives’ skills in HIV and hepatitis 
testing 2019. Oral presentation at the 2019 
Australasian HIV&AIDS Conference, Perth, 
Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, July 29-30). Healthy, 
equal youth: Creating LGBTQIA+ cultural 
safety for young people. Oral presentation 
at the Social Justice in Nursing and 
Healthcare Conference, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Jones, S., McLeod, E. & Anderson, J. R. 
(2019, April 25-27). Exploring differences 
in the attribution of mind to extinct and 
non-extinct animals. Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Congress for the Society of 
Australasian Social Psychologists, Sydney, 
Australia.

Kapelles, T., de la Piedad Garcia, X., 
Kaufmann, L. & Anderson, J. R. (2019, 
April 25-27). Does belief in different 
representations of the Christian god 
predict attitudes and tolerance toward 
Muslims? Oral presentation at the 2019 
Congress for the Society of Australasian 
Social Psychologists, Sydney, Australia.

Koc, Y. & Anderson, J. R. (2019, April 25-
27). The effect of gay couples’ gender role 
conformity and type of family formation 
(adoption vs. surrogacy) on perceived 
parental competence and psychosocial 
development of children. Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Congress for the Society of 
Australasian Social Psychologists, Sydney, 
Australia.

Lucke, J. (2019, May 4-5). The future of 
fertility: Anticipating the needs of 21st 
century families. Oral presentation at the 
Scientists in Reproductive Technology 
(SIRT) Conference, Gold Coast, Australia.

McDermott, M. (2019, December 11-13). 
The Author is not dead: Queerbaiting 
and contemporary queer fandom. Oral 
presentation at the Fan Studies Network 
Australasia Conference, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Moor, L., Kapelles, T., Koc, Y. & Anderson, 
J. R. (2019, April 25-27). Exploring explicit 
and implicit attitudes towards gay men 
using the dark tetrad and the dual process 
model of prejudice. Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Congress for the Society of 
Australasian Social Psychologists, Sydney, 
Australia.

Mude, W. S. & Fisher, C.M. (2019, August 
5-6). Understanding the social and cultural 
experiences of people affected by hepatitis 
B. Oral presentation at the Australasian 
Viral Hepatitis Elimination Conference, 
Sydney, Australia.

Philpot, S., Bourne, A., Hammoud, M., 
Maher, L., Bath, N. & Prestage, G. P. 
(2019, September 17-19). What are 
Australian gay and bisexual men’s overall 
attitudes towards PrEP? Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Australasian HIV&AIDS 
Conference, Perth, Australia.

Power, J. (2019, June 12). Safe Schools 
and the student body. Oral presentation at 
the Embodiment in Education Conference, 
La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia.

Power, J., Bourne, A., Melendez-Torres, 
G. J., Cogle, A., Brown, G. & Lyons, A. 
(2019, September 17-19). Anxiety about 
criminalisation among people living with 
HIV in Australia. Oral presentation at the 
2019 Australasian HIV & AIDS Conference, 
Perth, Australia.

Power, J. (2019, September 17-19). 
Challenges for research about the HIV care 
and support needs of PLHIV from migrant 
populations in Australia. Oral presentation 
at the 2019 Australasian HIV&AIDS 
Conference, Perth, Australia.

Waling, A. (2019, June 25). Health literacy 
and education of the public: LGBTIQ+. 
Oral presentation at the University of 
Melbourne MD Student Conference, 
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Waling A. (2019, May 18-19). Men, 
masculinity and men’s health. Oral 
presentation at Change X Unzipped, 
Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia.

Waling, A., Lyons, A., Alba, B., 
Minichiello, V., Barrett, C., Hughes, M., 
Fredriksen-Goldsen, K. & Edmonds, S. 
(2019, October 24-25). Older lesbian and 
gay adults’ experiences and perceptions 
of aged care services. Oral presentation at 
the 4th National LGBT&I Ageing and Aged 
Care Conference, Melbourne, Australia.

Waling, A., Lyons, A., Alba, B., 
Minichiello, V., Barrett, C., Hughes, M., 
Fredriksen-Goldsen, K. & Edmonds, S. 
(2019, November 5-8). Older lesbian and 
gay adults’ experiences and perceptions 
of aged care services. Oral presentation at 
the Australian Association of Gerontology, 
Sydney, Australia.
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Forums, workshops  
and meetings
Bellamy, R. (2019, February). Focus on 
print – Exploring queer people in print. 
Panel at GLOBE, Fitzroy, Australia.

Bellamy, R. (2019, March). Celebrating 
diversity, fostering inclusion. Keynote 
presentation at La Trobe University Pride 
Day, La Trobe University, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Bellamy, R. (2019, March). LGBTI women 
and non-binary people’s relationships 
and health. Guest speaker at Bendigo 
PRIDE Festival’s LGBTI Women’s Day – 
Sex, Sexuality, Relationships and Health, 
Women’s Health Loddon Mallee, Bendigo, 
Australia.

Bourne, A. (2019, February). Access, use 
and harms associated with alkyl nitrites. 
Oral presentation at the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration and ARCSHS joint-hosted 
public consultation into the rescheduling 
of alkyl nitrites. La Trobe University, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Bourne, A. (2019, March). ATS use in 
the MSM community in Australia (and 
more globally). Oral presentation to the 
Regional Roundtable on ‘Amphetamine-
type stimulants (ATS) usage: Challenges, 
lessons and ways forward,’ Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.

Bourne, A. (2019, June). Chemsex among 
gay and bisexual men. Oral presentation 
to the SHINE Andrology and Sexual Health 
Update Day, Adelaide, Australia.

Bourne, A. (2019, November). The state 
of play: What’s new and what’s needed in 
LGBTIQ health research? Oral presentation 
at the ACON Health Staff Big Day In, 
Sydney, Australia.

Brown, G. (2019, July). PozQoL: 
Valuing quality of life among PLHIV. Oral 
presentation to ViiV Healthcare Global, 
London, United Kingdom.

Brown, G. (2019, July). PozQoL: 
Valuing quality of life among PLHIV. 
Oral presentation to Gilead Community 
Advisory Board Meeting, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Brown, G. & Eu, B. (2019). Optimising 
quality of life among people with HIV. 
Oral presentation and workshop at Make 
your Mark, ViiV Healthcare National 
Symposium, Melbourne, Australia

Carman, M. (2019, August). Oral 
presentation to the Royal Commission 
into Victoria’s Mental Health System 
Roundtable on the Needs of LGBTIQ 
People, Melbourne, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, February). Key 
considerations in providing LGBTI inclusive 
programs and activities. Oral presentation 
to the Southern Metropolitan Region 
Sharing and Innovating for Success in 
Planned Activity Groups, Dingley, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, March). Communicating 
to LGBTI stakeholders. Oral presentation at 
the Gippsland LGBTI Ageing and Aged Care 
Forum, Sale, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, March). The 
experiences of older LGBTI people. Oral 
presentation at the Gippsland LGBTI 
Ageing and Aged Care Forum, Sale, 
Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, March). Frameworks 
for LGBTI inclusive service development. 
Oral presentation at the North Metro West 
Metro Diversity Forum, Essendon Fields, 
Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, April). LGBTI ageing 
& aged care. Oral presentation at the 
Western Metro Active Ageing Symposium, 
Footscray, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, May). LGBTI older 
people. Oral presentation at the La Trobe 
Community Health Service IDAHOBIT Day, 
Morwell, Australia.

Crameri, P. (2019, July). LGBTI consumer 
engagement and participation. Oral 
presentation at the Southern Metropolitan 
Region LGBTI Community of Practice 
Forum, Keysborough, Australia

Crameri, P. (2019, November). Key 
considerations for providing LGBTI inclusive 
programs & activities. Oral presentation at 
the Lodden Mallee Regional Social Support 
Forum, Mildura, Australia

Fairchild, J. (2019, March). The dark side 
of the rainbow: LGBTIQ family violence. 
Plenary speaker at My Other Closet: The 
Cabaret Community Forum, Ballarat, 
Australia

Fairchild, J. & Phillips, T. (2019, July). 
Towards a more inclusive sector: LGBTIQ 
inclusion initiatives across the family 
violence sector. Oral presentation at the 
Working with LGBTIQ People Who Use 
Violence in Family and Intimate Partner 
Relationships Forum, Melbourne, Australia.

Fairchild, J. (2019, July). Working 
with people using violence – personal 
reflections and considerations for 
development. Workshop participant at the 
Working with LGBTIQ People Who Use 
Violence in Family and Intimate Partner 
Relationships Forum, Melbourne, Australia.

Fairchild, J. (2019, July). LGBTQ family 
violence. Oral presentation to Futures 
Free from Violence. San Francisco, United 
States.

Fairchild, J. & Waples-Crowe, P. (2019, 
July). Aboriginal HOW2 project. Oral 
presentation at the Rainbow Tick Welcome 
for Aboriginal Organisations, Melbourne, 
Australia

Fairchild, J. (2019, November). LGBTIQ 
family violence sector capacity building: 
Updates and reflections. Oral presentation 
at the Rainbow Tick Specialist Family 
Violence Services Community of Practice 
Forum, Melbourne, Australia.

Fairchild, J. (2019, November). Dark side 
of the rainbow: LGBTIQ family violence. 
Oral presentation at the Victorian Assisted 
Reproductive Treatment Authority Meeting, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Fairchild, J. (2019, November). Guest 
facilitator at the MARAM Collaborative 
Practice Training Launch, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Fairchild, J. (2019, December). Trauma 
informed practice. Oral presentation to 
the Women’s Health Victoria Think Again 
Forum, Melbourne, Australia

Johnson, J. (2019, May). HIV and 
hepatitis testing and care during 
pregnancy. Workshop presentation at 
the BBV Workforce Network, La Trobe 
University, Melbourne, Australia.

Johnson, J. (2019, November). HIV and 
Intersectionality Symposium. Facilitator 
and presenter at La Trobe University, 
Melbourne, Australia.
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Johnson, J. (2019, December). HIV and 
hepatitis research in practice. Webinar 
presentation to the Australian Society for 
HIV Medicine, Sydney, Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, March). Out and active: 
LGBTIQA+ inclusive practice for recreation 
and leisure centres. Oral presentation to 
the City of Moreland, Melbourne, Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, March).  
Q Groups – collaboration for the health 
and well-being of LGBTIQ+ young people. 
Oral presentation, La Trobe University, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, October). Keynote 
presentation at the Melbourne Bisexual 
Network AGM, Melbourne, Australia.

O’Keeffe, D., Brown, G. & Bourne, A. 
(2019, August). How do we value the 
role of the community responses to 
HIV? ARCSHS Workshop at Australian 
Federation of AIDS Organisations SKPA 
Asia Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand.

Waling, A. (2019, May). Thinking about 
your academia career. Oral presentation 
at the Birmingham Centre for Media 
and Cultural Research, Birmingham City 
University, Birmingham, United Kingdom.

Waling, A. (2019, June). Alt-ac: Alternative 
academic careers. Oral presentation at 
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 
University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology, Toronto, Canada.

Waling, A. (2019, June). Dick pics, dating 
apps and men’s erotic subjectivities. Oral 
presentation at the Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences, University of Ontario 
Institute of Technology, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada.

Waling, A. (2019, September). Bisexual 
mental health. Oral presentation at 
Rainbow Network’s ‘What Does it Mean to 
be a Bisexual or Pansexual Young Person?’ 
workshop. La Trobe University, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Guest lectures
Anderson, J. R. (2019, April). The 
effects of exposure to religious music on 
unconscious bias against gay men. Public 
lecture, Freilich Foundation, Australian 
National University, Canberra, Australia.

Anderson, J. R. (2019, November). 
Understanding humanity and 
consequences of denying humanness to 
others. Public lecture, Australian Catholic 
University Psychology Week, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Hill, A. (2019, Oct). Key issues for LGBT 
health and wellbeing. Guest lecture, 
Nagoya City University Hospital, Tokyo, 
Japan.

Jones, J. (2019, April). Sex, gender, 
sexuality. Guest lecture, La Trobe 
University Sex Week, Melbourne, Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, April). Lesbian and 
transgender women’s health. Guest lecture, 
Mercy Hospital, Melbourne University, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Jones, J. (2019, October). Lesbian and 
transgender women’s’ health. Guest 
lecture, Mercy Hospital, Melbourne 
University, Melbourne, Australia

Johnson, J. (2019, Feb). Antenatal BBV 
testing. Guest lecture and workshop for 
Graduate Diploma Midwifery/Master 
of Midwifery, School of Nursing and 
Midwifery, La Trobe University, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Waling, A. (2019, March). Men, 
masculinity, and health. Guest lecture for 
subject POPH90199 Gender and Health, 
Melbourne School of Population and 
Global Health, University of Melbourne, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Submissions to government
Carman, M., Parsons, M., Power, J. & 
Bourne, A. (2019). Royal Commission 
into Victoria’s Mental Health System: 
Consumer talking points. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria.

Fairchild, J., Carman, M., Bourne, 
A., Power, J., Jones, J., Parsons, 
M., Meddings, J., Herd J., Moussa, 
B., Gillespie C., Ruth, S., Ball, J. & 
Bernasochi, A. (2019). Royal Commission 
into Victoria’s Mental Health System: 
Toward a mental health system that works 
for LGBTIQ people. Melbourne, Australia: 
Rainbow Health Victoria.

Fairchild, J., Meddings, J. & Carman, 
M. (2019). Leading health organisations 
call on the Royal Commission into 
Victoria’s Mental Health System to 
consider LGBTI mental health. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria and 
Thorne Harbour Health. thorneharbour.
org/documents/351/20190627_Joint_
Statement_LGBTI_Mental_Health.pdf

Fairchild, J., Carman, M., Power, J. & 
Clark, S. (2019). Rainbow Health Victoria 
and QIP joint submission to Religious 
Discrimination 2019 Draft Bill consultation. 
Melbourne, Australia: Rainbow Health 
Victoria and QIP.

Parsons, M., Fairchild, J. & Carman, 
M. (2019). Submission to the Royal 
Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect 
and Exploitation of People with Disability 
Terms of Reference. Melbourne, Australia: 
Rainbow Health Victoria.

Parsons, M., Meddings, J., Power, 
J., Fairchild, J. & Carman, M. (2019). 
LGBTQ housing and homelessness policy 
statement – Rainbow Health Victoria 
and Thorne Harbour Health. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria and 
Thorne Harbour Health.

Seear, K., Fraser, S., Moore, D. & 
valentine, k. (2019). Submission to the 
Senate Community Affairs Legislation 
Committee Inquiry into the Social Services 
Legislation Amendment (Drug Testing 
Trial) Bill 2019. Melbourne, Australia: 
Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health 
and Society.

http://thorneharbour.org/documents/351/20190627_Joint_Statement_LGBTI_Mental_Health.pdf
http://thorneharbour.org/documents/351/20190627_Joint_Statement_LGBTI_Mental_Health.pdf
http://thorneharbour.org/documents/351/20190627_Joint_Statement_LGBTI_Mental_Health.pdf
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Policy consultations
Fairchild, J. & Parsons, M. (2019). 
MARAM collaborative practice training 
stakeholder consultation. Women’s 
Health in the North. Melbourne, Australia: 
Rainbow Health Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). Beyond access: Youth 
mental health in rural and regional 
Victoria. Key stakeholder contribution to 
a Submission to the Royal Commission 
into Victoria’s Mental Health System. 
Melbourne, Australia: Rainbow Health 
Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). Collecting data about 
gender and sexuality. Policy consultation, 
Headspace National. Melbourne, Australia: 
Rainbow Health Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). Federal Government 
Youth Taskforce Consultation. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). LGBTIQA+ youth 
inclusive practice. Policy consultation 
for Big Brothers, Big Sisters. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). LGBTIQA+ youth 
inclusive practice. Policy consultation 
for Eating Disorders Victoria. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria.

Jones, J. (2019). In-person consultation 
to Royal Commission into Victoria’s 
Mental Health System. Melbourne, 
Australia: Rainbow Health Victoria.

Joseph, S., Fairchild, J. & Parsons, 
M. (2019). Stakeholder consultation, 
Victorian Government Everybody Matters 
Intersectionality Capacity Building Project. 
Melbourne, Australia: Rainbow Health 
Victoria.

Waling, A. (2019). Invited expert, 
Healthier Masculinities Framework, 
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation. 
Melbourne, Australia.

ARCSHS staff-authored  
print media
Bellamy, R. (2019, June 7). Is the media 
getting the messaging right on climate 
change? Crikey. Published at www.crikey.
com.au/2019/06/07/climate-change-
messaging-media/

Bellamy, R. (2019, June 18). More than a 
coming-out story: 10 books to read during 
Pride month. The Guardian. Published 
at www.theguardian.com/books/2019/
jun/18/more-than-a-coming-out-story-10-
books-to-read-during-pride-month

Drysdale, K., Bryant, J., Aggleton, P., 
Holt, M., Hopwood, M., Dowsett, G. W., 
Lea, T. & Treloar, C. (2019, March 25). 
Championing collective responses in the 
intersection of health promotion and harm 
reduction for gay and bisexual men who 
use crystal methamphetamine. Cultural 
Studies Association of Australasia Blog. 
Published at csaa.asn.au/2019/03/25/
championing-collective-responses-
intersection-health-promotion-harm-
reduction-gay-bisexual-men-use-crystal-
methamphetamine/

Dyson, S. (2019, February 10). 
To eliminate misogyny, the AFL 
needs social change, not just crisis 
management. Australian News 
Daily Bulletin. Republished from The 
Conversation at www.dailybulletin.com.
au/the-conversation/20262-to-eliminate-
misogyny-the-afl-needs-social-change-not-
just-crisis-management

Fisher, C.M. (2019). Around half 
of 17-year-olds have had sex and 
they’re more responsible than you 
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List of abbreviations

ACON  AIDS Council of New South Wales

AFAO  Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations

AIDS  Acquired immune deficiency syndrome

ARCSHS  Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society

ART  Antiretroviral therapy

BBV  Blood-borne virus

CALD  Culturally and linguistically diverse

CBO Community-based organisation

DAA Direct-acting antiviral

GBM Gay and bisexual men

GIPA Greater Involvement of People living with HIV

HDR  Higher Degree Research

HCV Hepatitis C virus

HIV  Human immunodeficiency virus

LGBTIQA   Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer and/or questioning, asexual  
(note: variations such as LGBTIQ and LGBTI+ are also used in this report)

MSM  Men who have sex with men

PLHIV  People living with HIV

PrEP  Pre-exposure prophylaxis

PWID  People who inject drugs

QIP  Quality Innovation Performance

SSAC  ARCSHS Strategic and Scientific Advisory Committee

STI  Sexually transmissible infection

WHO World Health Organisation
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La Trobe University proudly acknowledges 
the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
where its campuses are located in 
Victoria and New South Wales. We 
recognise that Indigenous Australians 
have an ongoing connection to the  
land and value their unique contribution, 
both to the University and the wider 
Australian society.

La Trobe University is committed to 
providing opportunities for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, both 
as individuals and communities, through 
teaching and learning, research and 
community partnerships across all of  
our campuses.

The wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila audax)  
is one of the world’s largest. 

The Wurundjeri people – traditional 
owners of the land where ARCSHS is 
located and where our work is conducted 
– know the wedge-tailed eagle as Bunjil, 
the creator spirit of the Kulin Nations.

There is a special synergy between 
Bunjil and the La Trobe logo of an eagle. 
The symbolism and significance for 
both La Trobe and for Aboriginal people 
challenges us all to ‘gamagoen yarrbat’ – 
to soar.



L A T R O B E U N I V E R S I T Y70 latrobe.edu.au/arcshs

Contact

ARCSHS  
Australian Research Centre  
in Sex, Health and Society  
Building NR6 
Bundoora VIC 3086  
Australia

General enquiries 
T +61 3 9479 8700 
E arcshs@latrobe.edu.au 

latrobe.edu.au/arcshs

facebook.com/latrobe.arcshs
twitter.com/LTU_Sex_Health

http://latrobe.edu.au/arcshs
http://latrobe.edu.au/arcshs
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