Call for People to Speak or Present
2026 Research Conference
Disability, Law, and Society Network of Australia and 
Aotearoa New Zealand
Dates: 10-11 December
This information is for people who might want to speak or present at a conference about disability and the law. 
It has information about: 
· the conference
· how to apply to be a speaker or presenter
· how we will choose our presenters.
About the conference
Who is Doing the Conference?
The Disability, Law, and Society Network of Australia and Aotearoa (also called New Zealand) are a group of people and organisations who do research or advocacy about disability and the law.
The Network runs a conference once a year where we talk about:
· research
· disability
· law
· culture 
· politics.

Conference Theme
The theme of the conference this year is ‘Care, Love and Solidarity’.
When we say ‘care’, we might mean:
· the feeling of caring about someone
· people in families or relationships who provide care for one another
· unpaid disability support work
· paid disability support work
· disability support as part of how a community or organisation is run.
Solidarity means showing support and sharing goals. 
Where will the Conference Happen?
The Conference will happen at La Trobe University City Campus in Melbourne. 
You can also go to the conference online using Zoom.
Who is the Conference for?
The Conference is for people who are interested in:
· disability law
· research about policy, law and disability
· putting policy and law about disability into practice. 
This might include:
· students
· researchers
· activists
· advocates 
· legal practitioners. 


Disability law means laws or policies that are about disability, or affect people with disability.
When we say disability, we mean all kinds of disability, including:
· physical disability
· chronic illness
· sensory disability
· intellectual or cognitive disability
· neurodivergence
· disability to do with mental health. 
We want people with disability to be part of the conference.
Speakers
We have three main speakers for the conference so far.
1. Keynote Speaker: Rosemary Kayess, Disability Rights Commissioner at the Australian Human Rights Commission
2. Keynote Speaker: Alberto Vasquez, Mad/disability activist and human rights lawyer, Co-director at Mad Thinking
3. Plenary Speaker: William Ward-Boas, Chair of VALID
A plenary is a session where everybody at the conference comes together. 




How to be a Speaker or Presenter at the Conference
We are looking for people to come to the Conference and:
· make a 15–20-minute presentation 
· run a series of short presentations by different people (15-20-minutes total)
· run a 40-45-minute panel discussion.
Your presentation or panel should have something to do with the theme of ‘Care, Love and Solidarity’.
Presentations and panels can be done in person, or online. 
If you do a presentation online, you will be expected to go to other people’s online presentations. We want presenters to support each other.
How to Apply
Click on this link to tell us about your idea for a presentation or panel using our online form, or use the QR code below.
[image: ]
You must submit your form on or before 1 October 2026.
What Information do You Need to put on the Form?
Your answers on the form should include:
· your name, contact details and a short bio
· the name of your presentation
· name, organisation, and contact details for each presenter or panellist
· your abstract.

An abstract is a short summary that explains what your presentation will be about. In your abstract, you should say:
· what your presentation or panel will be about
· how your presentation includes the theme of “Care, Love and Solidarity”.
If more than one person will speak, or you are doing a panel, your abstract should explain how everyone’s ideas will work together.
Accessibility
You can tell us about your access needs when you fill out the form. 
If you are a person with disability and you do not have paid work, and do not have access to other travel funding, let us know on the form. 
We might be able to help with money for travel. If we can help, we will let you know.


How We Will Choose Our Speakers and Presenters
We can only have a limited number of presentations and panels. 
We will decide which presentations to use based on:
· how well your topic relates to the theme of ‘Care, Love, and Solidarity’
· what your presentation adds to the conversation
· how your presentation includes ideas from people with disability
· how your presentation might get people talking at the conference
· if your idea is clear and doable.
We will give priority to:
· people based in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand
· people with disability 
· Higher Degree Research candidates
· early career researchers
· activists
· advocates
· people who put laws and policies into practice whose ideas may not be heard at other conferences, and
· presentations that show you have engaged with the community.
We want presentations that are:
· about different topics
· from different points of view
· for different people
· presented in different ways
· about different kinds of disability.
Presentations do not have to be very formal. You can be creative and include things like photos, videos or art.
Questions to Think About
Here are some questions to help you think about:
· what your topic has to do with care, love and solidarity.
· the topic of your presentation


1. How can care, love, and solidarity be part of research about disability law?
2. What do care, love and solidarity have to do with law and justice for:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disability
· tāngata whaikaha Māori people?
3. Is it okay to talk about care when we talk about disability law? Is there a good way to do this?
4. Can research help us understand the idea of care?
5. Should we talk about love when we talk about disability law and justice? 
6. Can we talk about love and disability law without making:
· being dependent on a carer
· ideas about disability and charity
seem better than they are.
7. How can:
· researchers
· people who put laws and policies into practice
· organisations and businesses
show solidarity with people with disability?
8. Can the law help:
· communities
· organisations, or
· businesses
to support people with disability? 
9. Whose care work is valued or hidden because of laws or policies?
10. Can the law help people in communities to care for each other? 
11. How can solidarity between different movements or communities be part of disability rights and disability justice?
12. Can someone show care love, or solidarity by doing research about disability and the law.
13. How do ideas about:
· disability
· love
· care
· dependence, and
· romance
affect women? 
How do they affect women of colour and disabled women?
14. Should we talk about paid and unpaid care work as two different things? 
15. How do current ideas about:
· disability
· care
· dependence
· gender, and
· close personal relationships
affect how we think about unpaid care work?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Please email Piers Gooding (P.Gooding@latrobe.edu.au) if you have questions about the Conference, or you would like to join the Network.
Plain language developed by VALID Connect
 Ph: 9416 4003 
www.validconnect.org.au		     			          
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