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Introduction
This document provides an accessible text version of the poster Readiness for Collective Musicking: Social and Emotional Learning in Primary School Classroom Music, presented as part of the 2026 La Trobe University Graduate Research Poster Competition.
The poster outlines my PhD research, which explores how primary school teachers build the social, emotional, and relational conditions that enable children to participate successfully in collective classroom music-making. It introduces the concept of readiness for collective musicking and proposes that social and emotional learning is not only an outcome of music education but also an essential precondition for meaningful musical participation.
This accessible version includes all poster text together with alternative text descriptions of the visual elements to ensure the content is available to all readers.
The research problem
What we know
A scoping review of 26 peer-reviewed international studies (2015–2025) confirms that music is consistently linked to social and emotional learning (SEL).

What's missing
Less is known about the conditions that make collective classroom music possible before participation begins.

Research question
'What makes a class ready to make music together — and what can teachers do when that readiness isn’t there yet?'

This study asks:
• How does readiness for collective musicking get built?
• What do teachers do when readiness isn’t there yet?
• How can teachers name and value the work they are already doing?
Methodology
Three-phase qualitative research design

Phase 1: Scoping Review
Phase 2: Practitioner Autoethnography
Phase 3: Teacher Study (in progress)

Method:
• Scoping Review
• Practitioner Autoethnography
• Qualitative Interpretivist
• Thematic Analysis

Current phase:
Classroom observations and interviews with teachers across a diverse range of Victorian primary schools.
Two classroom states
Class One: When it works → Participation

Class Two: When it doesn’t, yet → Readiness being built

Core finding:
Readiness can be built through simple SEL music activities.

The shift from 'not ready yet' to participation is active teaching work.

Readiness not there yet
↓
SEL music activities
↓
Readiness being built
↓
Participation
Readiness for Collective Musicking
Definition:
'The social, emotional, and relational conditions that enable joyful collective musicking.'

SEL is understood not only as an outcome of musicking, but also as a necessary precondition for it.

Readiness is not a fixed state. It exists on a continuum and can be actively built through musical SEL.

Why this matters for teachers:
This framework gives teachers language for the step before the song. It recognises readiness-building as teaching, rather than time lost before 'real' music teaching begins.
Conflict of Interest
I have no current or past relationships with commercial entities.
References
Small, C. (1999). Musicking—The meanings of performing and listening: A lecture. Music Education Research, 1(1), 9–22.

CASEL. (2020). CASEL's SEL framework.

Hull-Brown, K., Turner, K., & Stevens-Ballenger, J. (2025). Social Emotional Learning in Primary School Classroom Music Education: A Scoping Review. Manuscript submitted for publication.

Hull-Brown, K. (2026). Knowing from within: Practitioner autoethnography, embodied knowledge, and readiness for musicking. Manuscript submitted for publication.
Alternative text for images and visual elements
Photograph:
Children's hands of varying sizes gathered around a large frame drum, with multiple hands touching or playing the drum together. The image represents collaborative music-making, shared participation, and the social and relational nature of collective musicking. It visually reinforces the concept that readiness for collective musicking is built through shared musical interaction.

Conceptual progression (text-based visual):
A simple sequence showing the progression:
'Not ready yet' → 'SEL music activities' → 'Readiness being built' → 'Participation'.
The diagram illustrates that readiness is a dynamic process that can be intentionally developed through scaffolded musical social and emotional learning experiences.

Methodology timeline:
A three-phase research design presented sequentially:
1. Scoping Review
2. Practitioner Autoethnography
3. Teacher Study (in progress).
