2026 Research Conference of the Disability, Law, and Society Network of Australia & Aotearoa New Zealand - Care, Love, and Solidarity
10-11 December 2026
In-person at La Trobe University (City Campus, Melbourne, Australia) and online via Zoom
Keynote Speaker: Rosemary Kayess (Disability Rights Commissioner, Australian Human Rights Commission) 
Plenary Speaker: William Ward-Boas (Victorian Advocacy Lead for Individuals with Disability).
More speakers are to be announced.
You are invited to submit an abstract to present at the 2026 Research Conference of the Disability, Law and Society Network of Australia & Aotearoa New Zealand.
[bookmark: _Int_0cGs1Oqb]The Conference is a forum for those involved in disability law, research, and practice. It focuses on exploring relationships between disability, law, culture, and politics. Disability law is understood broadly to include laws specifically concerning disability, as well as any area of law, policy, or legal practice that affects people with disability; it encompasses all forms of disability. 
You can propose an individual presentation or panel presentation. 
In your presentation, you are encouraged to weave in reflections on your research by reference to the conference theme of ‘Care, Love, and Solidarity’. Questions you might consider are:
 	 How and why are ‘care, love, and solidarity’ relevant to research on disability, law, and society?
What do care, love and solidarity mean in the context of disability, law, and justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disabilities and tāngata whaikaha Māori?
Is centring ‘care’ in discussions about disability law appropriate? If so, what is needed to centre care in the research and practice of disability law?
How can research shed light on the possibilities and limitations of care as a legal and political concept? 
What place is there for love in questions of law and justice concerning disability? Can love be centred without romanticising care and dependency, or sustaining outdated understandings of charity?
What does solidarity require of researchers, practitioners, and institutions?
What role is there for law in creating caring systems and communities? Are caring systems possible and if so, what do they look like?
Whose care is recognised, valued, or rendered invisible by law and policy?
What role should law have in mutual aid and other community practices of care and solidarity? 
How can cross-movement and cross-community solidarity advance disability rights and disability justice through law?
How can disability law and society research be a practice of care, love and solidarity?
How have love, care work, interdependence, disability, and romance historically shaped women's social and economic roles, particularly for women of colour and disabled women?

What ethical issues arise from distinguishing between paid and unpaid care work, particularly in the context of disability, and how do these affect women and others in informal caring relationships?

Do contemporary critiques of care, intimacy, dependency, gender and disability challenge or strengthen the recognition and value of informal care relationships?
[bookmark: _Int_tYbK2kC6]The Conference is open to everyone involved in disability law research and practice, including students, researchers, activists, advocates, and legal practitioners. People with disability are encouraged to participate.
Presenter spots are limited and unfortunately not all abstracts will be accepted. Please ensure that your abstract demonstrates a clear connection to the conference theme. Priority will be given to presenters based in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. The Conference will include a workshop (likely for half a day) for Higher Degree Researchers and Early Career Researchers.
[bookmark: _Int_UKAXi4OP]The event is hybrid. In the spirit of reciprocity and collegiality, online presenters will be expected to attend other presenters’ sessions during the conference. Please specify accessibility requirements when submitting your abstract. We are currently exploring the possibility of travel support for people who are unwaged or do not have access to travel funding. Please indicate if required and we will update you once funding is confirmed.
Please submit your abstract here: Disability, Law, and Society Network: 2026 Research Conference abstract submission form – Fill out form
You may scan this QR code to submit your abstract: 
[image: ]
The abstract deadline is 1st October 2026. 
The selection panel will consider the following criteria:
· the strength of the proposal’s connection to disability, law and society and the conference theme of ‘Care, Love, and Solidarity’;
· the significance and potential contribution of the work to disability law research, practice or advocacy;
· its engagement with the perspectives and lived experience of people with disability;
· its potential to generate discussion and exchange among conference participants; and
· The clarity and feasibility of the proposed presentation or session.
Proposals for a panel should also demonstrate a coherent focus and explain how the contributions will work together. 
Please note that we are currently preparing accessible formats for this call for presentation, which we will post on our website as soon as possible.
In developing the overall program, the selection panel will seek a balance of topics, perspectives, formats, and audiences. This will include work concerning physical, sensory, intellectual, cognitive, and psychosocial disability. Priority will be given to presenters with disability, Higher Degree Research candidates, early career researchers, activists, advocates and practitioners whose perspectives may otherwise be underrepresented in academic conference programs and proposals involving meaningful community engagement.
The Conference is organised by Piers Gooding & Chris Maylea (La Trobe University), Linda Steele (University of Technology Sydney) and Anna Arstein-Kerslake (The University of Melbourne), with the Higher Degree by Research and early career event coordinated by Puneet Sansanwal, Tom Bailo, and Jessica Rodriguez Garcia.
The Disability, Law and Society Network of Australia & Aotearoa New Zealand is a network of scholars, including Higher Degree Research students, and advocates primarily based in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. The Network was first convened by Donna McNamara and Linda Steele in 2020 and has evolved into a broad and diverse network of individuals who wish to bring critical attention to law concerning disability.
This year’s Conference is hosted by the La Trobe Mental Health and Disability Law Research Centre. The Centre brings together researchers, people with lived experience, practitioners and partner organisations to advance research, reform and practice in disability and mental health law. Its work is grounded in human rights and social justice, with a commitment to lived experience leadership, meaningful partnership and critical independence. 
Please email Piers Gooding (P.Gooding@latrobe.edu.au) with any questions about the Conference or if you would like to join the Network.
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