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	Participant Information Statement and Consent Form 

	
	



	The research is being carried out by the following researchers:

	Role
	Name
	Organisation

	Chief Investigator
Co-Investigator
Co-Investigator
Project Manager
	Ruby Grant
Andrew Gorman-Murray
Adam Bourne
Sean Mulcahy
	La Trobe University
Western Sydney University
La Trobe University
La Trobe University

	Research funder
	This research has received $477,590 in funding from the Australian Research Council.



1. What is the study about?
You are invited to participate in a study of LGBTQ identity and experiences, sense of community and belonging, and challenges in the outer suburbs. We hope to learn about how these challenges can be addressed at a local level.

2. Do I have to participate?
Being part of this study is voluntary. If you want to be part of the study, we ask that you read the information below carefully and ask us any questions. You can read the information below and decide at the end if you do not want to participate. If you decide not to participate this won’t affect your relationship with La Trobe University or any other listed organisation. 

3. Who is being asked to participate?
You have been asked to participate because you identify as LGBTQ, are at least 18 years old, and live in the outer suburbs.

4. What will I be asked to do? 
If you want to take part in this study, we will ask you to complete an interview. The interview will take 60-90 minutes of your time. This can be done in-person in your suburb or online via Zoom. 

If you decide to complete the interview in-person we will arrange a meeting point and time and ask you to take us on a walk through your suburb, identifying key locations significant to you. We will discuss the walking route when we meet and confirm that the spaces to be visited are safe and accessible (i.e., no private residences, bushlands, or creeks) and include bathroom stops along the way. We are calling this a ‘go-along interview’. If you decide to complete the interview online, we will ask you to annotate a map of your home suburb either physically on paper or on Google Maps, identifying key locations significant to you. We are calling this a ‘virtual interview’.

During the interview, we will discuss your experiences of living in your suburb. The interview will be recorded, and we will send you a transcript afterwards. In addition, we will note down any observations we make during the interviews.

5. What are the benefits?
The expected benefits to society in general are that it will help us to understand how challenges faced by LGBTQ people in the outer suburbs can be addressed. As you live in the outer suburbs, you may experience these benefits from taking part in this study at a local level. You will also receive a $60 gift voucher to thank you for your time.

6. What are the risks?
With any study there are (1) risks we know about, (2) risks we don’t know about and (3) risks we don’t expect. If you experience something that you aren’t sure about, please contact us immediately so we can discuss the best way to manage your concerns.

	Name/Organisation
	Position
	Telephone
	Email

	Dr Sean Mulcahy
	Project Manager
	03 9479 8747
	s.mulcahy@latrobe.edu.au



The interview topics will cover your LGBTQ identity, experiences, challenges, and feelings of connection, belonging, safety, comfort, and wellbeing. The interview topics may raise feelings of distress. If you do experience distress, you can access the support services outlined below. You may also decide that you do not want to be part of the study.

There is a risk that you may injure yourself during go-along interviews. To mitigate this risk, we will stick to footpaths wherever possible, cross the road at designated crossings, and carry a first aid kit in case of emergency.

There is a risk that you may be inadvertently identified, which may result in social harm if you are not open about your LGBTQ identity with others. We have processes in place to mitigate this risk during the interview and will securely store interview recordings and deidentify interview transcripts to reduce the risk of identification after the interview.

7. What will happen to information about me?
We will collect and store information about you in ways that will reveal who you are.

We will publish information about you in ways that will not be identifiable in any type of publication from this study.

We will keep your information for 7 years after the project is completed. After this time, we will destroy all your data.

The storage, transfer and destruction of your data will be undertaken in accordance with the Research Data Management Policy https://policies.latrobe.edu.au/document/view.php?id=106/. 

The personal information you provide will be handled in accordance with applicable privacy laws, any health information collected will be handled in accordance with the Health Records Act 2001 (Vic). Subject to any exceptions in relevant laws, you have the right to access and correct your personal information by contacting the research team. 

8. Will I hear about the results of the study?
We will let you know about the results of the study by sharing with you the final project report via email.

9. What if I change my mind? 
Afterwards, we will send you a transcript of your interview. You can provide comments or clarification, request anything be withdrawn, or choose to no longer be part of the study at any time until two weeks after receiving the transcript. You can let us know by:
1. Completing the ‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ (provided at the end of this document);
2. Calling us; or
3. Emailing us

Your decision to withdraw at any point will not affect your relationship with La Trobe University or any other organisation listed. When you withdraw, we will stop asking you for information. Any identifiable information about you will be withdrawn from the research study. However, once the results have been analysed, we can only withdraw information, such as your name and contact details. If results haven’t been analysed, you can choose if we use those results or not. 

10. Who can I contact for questions or want more information?
If you would like to speak to us, please use the contact details below:

	Name/Organisation
	Position
	Telephone
	Email

	Dr Sean Mulcahy
	Project Manager
	03 9479 8747
	s.mulcahy@latrobe.edu.au



You can also speak to your interviewer before your interview.

11. What if I have a complaint?
If you have a complaint about any part of this study, please contact:

	Ethics Reference Number
	Position
	Telephone
	Email

	[INSERT - Ethics Number]
	Senior Research Ethics Officer
	+61 3 9479 1443
	humanethics@latrobe.edu.au 



12. What if I experience distress?
If you do experience distress, we encourage you to contact LGBTQ-affirming counselling and support services, including:
· Switchboard Victoria (10am-6pm)
· Call: 1800 729 367 / SMS: 0480 017 246 / Email: support@rainbowdoor.org.au / Online: www.switchboard.org.au 
· QLife (3pm-midnight)
· Call: 1800 184 527 / Online: www.qlife.org.au 

Consent Form – Declaration by Participant
I (the participant) have read (or, where appropriate, have had read to me) and understood the participant information statement, and any questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I agree to participate in the study. I know I can withdraw at any time until two weeks after receiving the interview transcript. I agree information provided by me or with my permission during the project may be included in a thesis, presentation and published in journals on the condition that I cannot be identified.

[bookmark: Check1]|_| I agree to have information collected for this research study used for this specific study

[bookmark: Check4]|_| I agree to have my interview audio recorded 

[bookmark: Check6]|_| I would like to receive a copy of the results via email or post. I have provided my details below and ask that they only be used for this purpose and not stored with my information or for future contact.
	Name
	Email (optional)
	Postal address (optional)

	
	
	





Participant Signature
	Participant’s printed name
	

	Participant’s signature
	

	Date
	



Declaration by Researcher
[bookmark: Check8]|_| I have given a verbal explanation of the study, what it involves, and the risks and I believe the participant has understood;
[bookmark: Check9]|_| I am a person qualified to explain the study, the risks and answer questions
[bookmark: Check7]|_| I will give the participant a signed copy of the Participant Information Statement and Consent Form to keep
	Researcher’s printed name
	

	Researcher’s signature
	

	Date
	



* All parties must sign and date their own signature


Withdrawal of Consent 
I wish to withdraw my consent to participate in this study. I understand withdrawal will not affect my relationship with La Trobe University of any other organisation or professionals listed in the Participant Information Statement. I understand the researchers cannot withdraw my information once it has been analysed.

 I understand my information will be withdrawn as outlined below:
· Any identifiable information about me will be withdrawn from the study
· The researchers will withdraw my contact details so I cannot be contacted by them in the future studies unless I have given separate consent for my details to be kept in a participant registry.
· The researchers cannot withdraw my information once it has been analysed, and/or collected as part of a focus group

I would like my already collected and unanalysed data
[bookmark: Check10]|_| Destroyed and not used for any analysis
[bookmark: Check11]|_| Used for analysis

Participant Signature
	Participant’s printed name
	

	Participant’s signature
	

	Date
	



Please forward this form to:
	CI Name
	Dr Ruby Grant

	Email
	r.grant@latrobe.edu.au

	Postal Address
	Building NR6, La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 3086
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