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Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the October edition of the Research Bulletin. In this edition we have information 

on: 

 

Australasian Research Management Society Conference 2018 
Carers Travel Support Fund 

Ethics, Integrity and Biosafety team update 

Grants Team update 

Research Education Development & Library team update 

Research Focus Areas Update 

Research Impact  

Publications Award Scheme 

 

 

 

All the best 

 

MaryAnne Aitken, Alistair Duncan and Russell Hoye  

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Australasian Research Management Society Conference 2018 

 

Staff from the Research Office recently represented La Trobe at the annual Australasian 

Research Management Society Conference. Held in Hobart from 18-21 September, the 

conference attracted research management staff from across the Asia-Pacific region.  

 



 

Congratulations to the Consulting and Contracts Team who received the ARMS/CSIRO 

Award for Excellence in Research Management Practice. The team led by Amanda Smith, 

including Justin Manzano, Phil Tang, Elizabeth Torney and Christine Atzis, received the 

award under the category of ‘Leading Change’. 

 

In early 2016, the Consulting and Contracts Team initiated a new operating model, 

adopting a collaborative, partnering approach to provide researchers with expert advice for 

tenders and proposals, as well as contract development and negotiation. This was to meet 

the growing needs to obtain research funding outside of traditional grant funding sources 

and increase research impact with end-users. Under the leadership of Amanda Smith, the 

team has been a driving force, improving overall turnaround times for contracts, and 

increasing the success rate for tenders and proposals with industry partners. 

 

La Trobe had seven papers and two posters accepted to the conference: 

- La Trobe’s Approach to Optimising its Use of Research Infrastructure and 

Capabilities (Dr Christopher Adda) 

- Taking one for the Team in a Changing Research Office (Amanda Smith, Alistair 

Duncan, Deepa Balakrishnan) 

- La Trobe’s Collaborative Approach to Digital Research (eResearch) (Dr 

Christopher Adda, Sheila Mukerjee) 

- Increasing NHMRC funding in a University without a medical school (Rosa Ward, 

Dr Sejal Kendal, Deepa Balakrishnan) 

- Funding and the humanities: Shifting focus from the ARC (Dr Georgina Caruana, 

Dr Alexander Lugg, Dr Allison Maplesden, Deepa Balakrishnan) 



- Open Access, citations and research impact: what does the literature say? (Dr Arti 

Appannah) 

- Kicking Goals under Pressure: Specialised Tender Support at La Trobe University 

(Justin Manzano, Phil Tang) 

- Approaches for balancing the needs of Researchers, Universities and external 

partners (Dr Lindus Conlan, Deepa Balakrishnan) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Carers Travel Support Fund 

 
La Trobe recognises that targeted support at key stages of a woman’s research career is 

essential to ensuring we improve the recruitment, retention and promotion of women in all 

disciplines. As part of the barriers identified in the SAGE program and Women in Research 

Strategy, we recognise that caring responsibilities can severely interrupt, delay or 

otherwise constrain academic careers. 

 

To address some of these issues, the Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) has 

established the Carers Travel Support fund to support researchers who are primary carers 

with the cost of childcare or other care cost while presenting at a national or international 

conference or undertaking research interstate or abroad.  

 

The Carers Travel support Fund can be used to support the cost of arranging alternative 

care while the staff member is carrying out these activities. Please refer to the guidelines 

for eligibility requirements and application information. 

 

Applying for Grants 

Applications are accepted at any time but must be submitted at least six weeks prior to 

travel. 

 

Applicants are required to submit the completed Carers Travel Support Fund Application 

Form to the DVCR@latrobe.edu.au  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ethics, Integrity and Biosafety team update 
 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/jobs/working/sage-athena-swan-at-la-trobe
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/118491/La-Trobe-Women-in-Research-Strategy-Final.pdf
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/118491/La-Trobe-Women-in-Research-Strategy-Final.pdf
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/human-resources/culture-and-diversity/diversity-inclusion/supporting-our-people/carers-travel-support-fund
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/162333/Carers-Travel-Support-Fund-Guidelines_Jul20181.pdf
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/162333/Carers-Travel-Support-Fund-Guidelines_Jul20181.pdf
mailto:DVCR@latrobe.edu.au


Researchers are reminded of the final 2018 application deadlines for ethics and biosafety. 

Please ensure that new applications and request for amendments (for AEC) are submitted 

by the following deadlines for research commencing in early 2019.  

 

Human ethics low risk 

 19 October 2018 

 2 November 2018 

 16 November 2018 

 31 January 2019 

 

Human ethics above low risk 

 25 October 2018 

 15 November 2018 

 29 January 2019 

 

Animal ethics 

 29 October 2018 

 26 November 2018 

 04 February 2019 

 

Biosafety  

 7 November 2018 

 07 February 2019 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grants Team update  

ARC and NHMRC dates and guidelines released  

The ARC and NHMRC grant funding rules for applications in late 2018/2019 have been 

released. Access to these funding rules are available through the Australian Government’s 

central GrantConnect web page. We encourage anyone planning to apply for these 

schemes in the 2018/2019 round to sign up to GrantConnect now and download the 

guidelines. Internal and external dates for each specific scheme are listed on the Grants 

Team intranet and internet pages.  

 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3x9vCvl0OoHEEnJ9cQGRGp?domain=grants.gov.au
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers/research-office/grants/funding-your-research/major-grants-arc-and-nhmrc


Please be reminded to be eligible to apply through La Trobe University for ARC and 

NHMRC schemes you must currently be involved in the Major Grants Development 

Support Program. Please let us know if you missed submitting an Expression of Interest 

and we will ensure you are included.  

 

If you would like to discuss possible funding from the ARC and/or NHMRC, please contact 

researchgrants@latrobe.edu.au; 03 9479 1134. 

 

(Please note the Intranet links that have been provided will only link to these pages if you 

are already logged into the intranet. If you are receiving an error message for the links 

provided, please copy the below links into your preferred browser)  

Grants Team Intranet Page (Internal and external dates for each ARC and NHMRC 

Scheme) https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants  

 

Major Grants Development Support Program: End of pitching sessions  

The University Council approved Major Grants Development Support Program was 

approved at the June 13th Academic Board meeting. In the four months that followed, the 

Grants Team collected 207 expressions of interest across the University, have met to 

discuss all Expressions of Interest with each School, and have just concluded the pitching 

sessions. Pitching sessions were held over six weeks across August and September and 

the Grants Team wishes to thank everyone who participated in the process. Eighty-nine La 

Trobe researchers acted as panel members and provided advice and feedback on 111 

projects that were pitched by 100 researchers across both Colleges. The feedback from 

these sessions has been overwhelmingly positive from pitchers and panel members. The 

next phase of the Major Grants program is submission of the first draft for peer review. 

 

Further information on the Development Program including the calendar can be found on 

NHMRC and ARC Major Grants Development Program intranet page 

(Please note the Intranet links that have been provided will only link to these pages if you 

are already logged into the intranet. If you are receiving an error message for the links 

provided, please copy the below links into your preferred browser)  

 

Major Grants Development Support Program 

https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants/nhmrc-and-arc-major-grants-development-

program 

 

mailto:researchgrants@latrobe.edu.au
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants/nhmrc-and-arc-major-grants-development-program
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants/nhmrc-and-arc-major-grants-development-program
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/grants/nhmrc-and-arc-major-grants-development-program


Recent grant success  

Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund 

Dr Belinda Parker (La Trobe Institute for Molecular Sciences) $100,000 

“Progressing from preclinical trials into the clinic: Testing safety and efficacy of 

intratumoral TLR agonists in triple negative breast cancer” 

Victorian Cancer Agency  

Dr Lisa Mielke (School of Cancer Medicine) $597,600 

“Targeting lymphocyte function to treat colon cancer” 

Cure Brain Cancer 

Prof Andrew Scott (School of Cancer Medicine) $200,000 

“Imaging and molecular determinants of response to chemoradiation in 

glioblastoma” 

 

NHMRC Project Grant awards 

NHMRC released the outcomes of 2018 Project Grants that were deemed not for further 

consideration (NFFC) in September. 48% of La Trobe project grants that were submitted 

for NHMRC consideration were deemed NFFC and did not progress to review at the grant 

review panels in Canberra. This outcome is in line with previous year’s results for La 

Trobe. Outcomes for grants that are still under consideration are expected to be 

announced in October 2018. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Research Education Development (RED) and Library team update 

Open Access Week (22-26 October)  

 

Open Access Week, a global event now entering its tenth year, is an opportunity for the 

academic and research community to continue to learn about the potential benefits of 

Open Access, to share what they’ve learned with colleagues, and to help inspire wider 

participation in helping to make Open Access a new norm in scholarship and research. 

#OAweek now has over 100 countries participating every year! Find out more about 

international Open Access Week.  

 

The Open Access Week theme for 2018 is ‘designing equitable foundations for open 

knowledge’. At La Trobe, we have created an annual #OAweek program for many years 

now.  

 



This year, it’s bigger than ever, with everyone being able to participate! Browse the 

program, register, and find out how Open Access can benefit research and 

researchers!  

  

Academic Writing Month WRITING (all of November!)  

Academic Writing Month (AcWriMo) is back this November! We know you have writing 

goals and writing deadlines coming up, and so—for the 6th year running—the RED team 

are coordinating a month of focused opportunities to support you getting your writing done.  

 

You might be writing a journal article, grant application, thesis or book. No matter what you 

are working on, we will help your inner writer get motivated with workshops, blog posts, 

Tweetchats (find us on #LTUacwrimo), Shut Up and Write sessions and writing retreats!  

 

For all our events, and how to register or get involved, see our Academic Writing 

Month web page. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Focus Areas update 

The RFA funding round opened for applications for the Grant Ready and Collaboration 

Ready schemes on 1 October. The round will close on 31 October 2018.  

The Grant Ready scheme sponsors pilot and proof-of-concept projects leading to external 

funding proposals and peer-reviewed publications. The Collaboration Ready scheme 

supports the building and strengthen of international and Australian academic 

collaborations and networks with a view to develop external funding proposals and/or joint 

publications.  

The Application Forms and Funding Guidelines are available on the RFA Unite site – click 

here. 

For RFA research themes and topics, please visit the RFA Intranet pages – click here for 

BHC, SER, SFWE, THS and UD. 

 

The list of projects approved for funding in the previous round are available on the RFA 

Intranet sites – click here for BHC, SER, SFWE, THS and UD. 

If you have any questions, please do get in touch with us via the RFA mailboxes: 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research/red/initiatives/open-access-week
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research/red/initiatives/open-access-week
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers/grs/red/initiatives/ltuacwrimo
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers/grs/red/initiatives/ltuacwrimo
https://unite.latrobe.edu.au/sites/research/rfa/SitePages/Useful%20Resources.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2Fresearch%2Frfa%2Furesources%2FOPEN%20%2D%20RFA%20Funding%20Round%202%202018&FolderCTID=0x01200004C6AB4A573FE646A99D94369FEA586A&View=%7BBE7B3FFF%2D5D96%2D41F1%2DA883%2DE781C971A37C%7D
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/building-healthy-communities
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/sport,-exercise-and-rehabilitation
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/securing-food,-water-and-the-environment
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/transforming-human-societies/
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/understanding-disease
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/building-healthy-communities/funded-projects
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/sport,-exercise-and-rehabilitation/funded-projects
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/securing-food,-water-and-the-environment/funded-projects
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/transforming-human-societies/funded-projects
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/research-centres-and-partnerships/research-focus-areas/understanding-disease/funded-projects


 Building Healthy Communities – bhc@latrobe.edu.au  

 Securing Food, Water and the Environment – sfwe@latrobe.edu.au  

 Sport, Exercise and Rehabilitation – ser@latrobe.edu.au  

 Transforming Human Societies – ths@latrobe.edu.au  

 Understanding Disease – ud@latrobe.edu.au  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Impact update 
 

Thank you to the many colleagues who contributed to La Trobe’s submission to the ERA 

Engagement and Impact 2018 assessment.   

  

Now the ERA-Engagement and Impact 2018 submission has gone in, the focus for 

research impact will be on developing the University’s Research Impact Strategy to best 

position La Trobe for the next national assessment and contribute to further building La 

Trobe’s profile as a University whose research has impact. Another emphasis will be on 

delivery of professional development and La Trobe-specific resources for researchers, 

including RED’s intensives for ECR and MCRs later this year.  

 

In November we also look forward to welcoming to La Trobe Professor Mike Fisher 

(Professor of Evidence-Based Social Work and Director of the Institute of Applied Social 

Research, University of Bedfordshire), a recognised international expert on evidence-

based policy and practice and R&D in social care for adults. Mike’s research on evidence-

based policy and practice focuses on collaborative research with practitioners and 

understanding the types of knowledge required to change practice. He will be giving a 

seminar at La Trobe on perspectives on research impact from the UK (information on date 

and time to come).  

In the meantime, there are things you can do immediately to build your research impact, 

including:  

  

 Plan for impact and engagement at the outset of your research activities, rather 

than as add-ons at the conclusion of a project  

 Track and keep detailed records of all activities conducted with external partners 

and stakeholders  

mailto:bhc@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:sfwe@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:ser@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:ths@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:ud@latrobe.edu.au
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers/grs/red/initiatives/researcher-intensives


 Consider how you might evidence impact in your research context: what qualitative 

and quantitative data do you need to be collecting to demonstrate the breadth and 

depth of the impact of your research?  

  

There are also some freely available online resources that you might find helpful, including:  

 

Fast Track Impact, Mark S. Reed (University of Newcastle, UK) 

Impact Literacy Workbook, Julie Bayley (Coventry University, UK) & David Phipps (York 

University, Canada); Emerald Publishing 

  

I look forward to working with you.  

Kelly Farrell 

Manager, Research Impact  

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Publication Award Scheme Guidelines for Papers Indexed in 2018 

Awards will be offered to all staff who have published a paper that has contributed to the 

Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU). The following guidelines determine 

eligibility for the scheme. The guidelines are determined by the ARWU methodology, with 

awards relative to contribution to ARWU. Publication year is determined by the Web of 

Science entry for the paper. 

Award Eligibility 

1) To be eligible a paper must be published in a journal that is indexed in the Web of 

Science Science Citation Index – Expanded or Social Science Citation Index as at May 1st 

of the year following publication. 

2) Only papers with a Web of Science document type of 'article' are eligible for the 

scheme. Reviews, editorial matter, brief communications letters and other documents are 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lA5NCwVLPmCvvE5jcqh8g_?domain=fasttrackimpact.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ArrTCxnMQviLL5plcYVypQ?domain=emeraldpublishing.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pQ_8CyoNRrI77PG1cRkhwt?domain=ip-science.thomsonreuters.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/w7QQCzvO0KUGGYX1FoOElV?domain=ip-science.thomsonreuters.com


not eligible for an award. These may form an important part of research effort but do not 

contribute to the ARWU ranking and are thus not eligible. This designation is determined 

by the Web of Science entry for the paper. If you believe a paper has been misclassified, 

please contact us at the address below and we will seek to have this changed.  

 

3) All current fixed-term and continuing staff, including current honorary staff, are eligible 

for the scheme. 

Award value 

Reflecting the impact on La Trobe's international rank, articles in the journals 

Nature or Science will attract an award of $10,000 per article, provided that La Trobe 

University is the primary affiliation. 

Articles that appear only in the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) are weighted 2:1 

against those in the Science Citation Index – Expanded (SCIE), as per ARWU. In 

recognition of the contribution of articles with international collaboration towards La Trobe’s 

citations and rankings, articles co-authored with at least one international collaborator will 

receive a top up to their award at 2:1 against those without international collaborator. 

In 2018, SCIE articles with international collaboration will receive an award of $750 

and SSCI only articles with international collaboration $1,500. Articles without international 

collaborator in SCIE and SSCI only will receive an award of $375 and $750, respectively. 

Authors must have published with a La Trobe University affiliation in their address field. 

Where a publication has multiple La Trobe current staff authors, the award will be pro-

rated between authors. To encourage external collaboration and research training, 

external co-authors and students do not count towards the pro-rata calculation (i.e. a paper 

co-authored with a student and an external co-author is treated as a sole authored paper). 

Receiving a payment 

Authors with eligible publications in 2018 will be contacted in August 2019. This email will 

offer the opportunity for staff to confirm the details of all their eligible publications. 

The award must be paid into an individual’s outside earnings account to be expended on 

research purposes only. Staff will need to provide a plan for their expenditure to receive 



the grant and will need to retain proof of the research purpose of the expenditure once it 

has been spent. This will be subject to audit. 

Staff wishing to set up an outside earnings account will need to contact Research Finance 

as soon as possible to arrange this. 

Please direct any enquiries to institutional-rankings@latrobe.edu.au 

Information on Publications Award Scheme can be found here 

w: latrobe.edu.au/researchers | e: researchoffice@latrobe.edu.au 
Research Office : 1144 | Grants: 1134 

Consulting and Contracts : 1124 | Ethics, Biosafety and Integrity: 3589 

Industry and Engagement:1681 | Research Impact: 2323 

Research Performance: 6843 

 

You can subscribe or unsubscribe from the Research Bulletin at any time by emailing these addresses  

(no subject line or body text is required):  

Subscribe: research-mailer-subscribe-request@listserv.latrobe.edu.au 

Unsubscribe: Research-mailer-unsubscribe-request@llistserv.latrobe..edu.au 

 

mailto:finresearch@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:institutional-rankings@latrobe.edu.au
https://intranet.latrobe.edu.au/research/institutional-rankings/publication-award-scheme
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers
mailto:researchoffice@latrobe.edu.au
mailto:research-mailer-subscribe-request@listserv.latrobe.edu.au
mailto:Research-mailer-unsubscribe-request@llistserv.latrobe..edu.au

