
Case Study – Social Research Assistance Platform (SRAP) 
 

Dr Prem Kurup is a Lecturer in the School of Education. Initially training as a 
chemist he decided to embark on a life in academia researching and teaching 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and global warming 
education with a strong focus on interdisciplinary and research collaborations. 
His goal is to develop competent, adaptable 21st century teachers who are able 
to successfully incorporate ever-changing ideas and practices into their 
professional practice. He has published several papers on these topics and 

presented his research at various international conferences.  

In 2017 and 2018, Prem was successful in receiving funding support from the Social Research 
Assistance Platform to finalise journal articles for publication. He has since published a paper with 
the International Journal of STEM Education and has another couple pending review. The abstracts 
for these papers were presented at the Global Conference on Education and Research in the US and 
STEM Education Conference in Queensland. With the funding, he has been able to accelerate the 
completion of his research projects. The funding has also led him to be successful in other external 
grants, such as the Australian Academy of Science in 2018 for a project on Building capacity to teach 
science among future primary teachers based on a structured Primary Connections initiative. On a 
personal level, these have helped build and enhance his research track record. For the University, his 
research outcomes have contributed to enhancing the University’s reputation as a trusted and 
respected research partner. 

As part of Prem’s funding support from the platform, we assisted him with 
recruiting Lee Koh as a research assistant. Lee is a current PhD candidate in the 
School of Education and is expected to submit her thesis by the end of the year. 
Her research topic is in family and community education support for students 
from low-income families in Singapore. Aligned with the University’s student 
employability goals, the Platform is committed to providing opportunities to La 
Trobe students to gain valuable work and research experience. In the last 33 
years, Lee has held various teaching, tutoring, editorial and research assistant 

positions across different disciplines in education and social service. Since our initial 
recommendation, Lee has continued assisting Prem on various other projects including those that 
were externally funded. Through the Platform, Lee has gained valuable research experience from 
assisting with ethics applications and literature review for a digital creativity project to creating 
various computer program walkthroughs. She has translated interview transcripts for journal articles 
which will form the basis for ARC Discovery applications and used her editorial skills to edit and 
finalise papers before submission to high quality journals in education. As an early career researcher, 
she had the opportunity to be a co-investigator in research groups that were successful in receiving 
external grants, such as the VicHealth Innovation Grant and Jack Brockhoff Foundation Grant. She is 
indeed well on track to building a career in academia.  

“The support I received from the Social Research Assistance Platform has helped me in achieving my 
research goals in preparing publications for journals as well as in the administration of grants I 
received. This is an excellent support for research outcomes! The work this platform provides is 
immaculate.” – Prem Kurup 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research-infrastructure/research-facilities/social-research-assistance-platform/researchers/process/self-funded-applications
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research-infrastructure/research-facilities/social-research-assistance-platform/researchers/process/self-funded-applications


"SRAP has given me opportunities to work with researchers from various schools and colleges on 
projects from different disciplines. These opportunities have built capacity and increased my 
confidence as a researcher." – Lee Koh. 

This is just one of many examples of researchers and students who have benefited from the funding 
and support services offered by the Social Research Assistance Platform. The Platform is one of five 
Research Platforms that were set up to accelerate research outcomes and enhance the University’s 
capacity to engage and build research collaborations with industry partners.  

 

Written by Amy Kong, Senior Coordinator for the Social Research Assistance Platform (SRAP) 
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