
 

COLLEGE OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND COMMERCE 
 School of Education 

 

 

    

Subject Title: Sustainability, Education and the Global Teacher 

Subject Code: EDU4SEG Credit Points: 15 

Teaching Period: 1 Mode: Blended 

Prerequisite: Nil Level: 7 

Subject Description: 

In this subject students consider their roles as citizens and teachers in a global context. They explore global influences 
on education, teaching and learning including international trends, policies, political and economic drivers. They 
critically examine how different cultural factors, perspectives and value systems impact teachers’ work, school life 
and the opportunities and challenges created by globalisation. In this context they explore the connections between 
globalisation, environmental and social sustainability issues. They investigate concepts of sustainability and 
sustainability education in the global and Australian context. They enquire about national and local examples of 
sustainability curriculum, pedagogy and research as it applies to the Australian and Victorian contexts. This work 
culminates in a project to enact change in their local educational settings. 
 

La Trobe Essentials addressed – Sustainability, Global Citizenship 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) & Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) 

Upon successful completion of this subject, you will be able to: APST 

1. Developed knowledge of global trends/ issues and organisations impacting 
directions of education and teachers’ professional learning. 

7.4 

2 Developed a professional artefact demonstrating sensitivity to global cultural issues 
within educational communities. 

6.4 

3 Knowledge and skills in sustainability education, curriculum and pedagogy and 
capacity to apply these to teaching in relevant curriculum areas. 

2.1 

4 Conducted an audit, evaluated and developed a sustainability- oriented teaching 
plan to improve student learning in a specified educational context. 

3.6 

  



 

COLLEGE OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND COMMERCE 
 School of Education 

 

 

    

Assessment:  

Assessment Summary 
Word Count 

Equivalence 
% APST 

1 Multi-modal Assignment: Teacher as global citizen 2000-2500 
equiv 

50% 6.4, .7.4 

2 Evaluation and Teaching Plan: Teacher as sustainability 
change agent 

2000-2500 50% 2.1 

Assessment Details (including Assessment Criteria) 

1 1. Teacher as Global Citizen 50% 
This assignment should represent cumulative knowledge building over the four years of the course. The 
assignment will be developed and presented in an online medium and may draw on existing online artefacts 
where appropriate (all sources must be cited).  
 
A. Students will be provided with a series of stimulus prompts responding to different documents, issues or 
scenarios, resources. Each week students respond to these prompts in: 

a. a forum discussion – refer to documents presented and others, additional resources  
b. based on responses to the discussion forum students write a critical reflection on their professional 

understandings of TWO global educational trends/ issues and discuss the professional development 
benefits of investigating these issues (800-1000 words). 

 
B. Students should focus on ONE issue or influence on teachers’ work in a global context. They develop a multi-
modal representation of their professional perspectives on the selected global and/or multicultural issue 
(1000-1500 words equivalent).  
 
This representation should demonstrate: 

 Critical understanding of the complexity of the identified issue. 

 A research-based strategy for sensitive interaction with members of the school community and 
broader community stakeholders in relation to the identified issue. 

 
This multi-modal representation could take one of the following forms: 

 production of a professional teaching resource (for use with students) with an exegesis 

 multi-media presentation for novice teachers 
 
Assessment Criteria 

 Coherent rationale for teachers’ engagement with global trends and issues as professional 
development 

 Capacity to critically reflect on the impacts on education and teaching of selected global educational 
trends and issues. 

 Research-based exposition of a strategy for interacting with members of a school community and 
broader community stakeholders. 

 Clear presentation of information and effective use of the chosen media. 
 

2 Teacher as Sustainability Change Agent 50% 
This assignment has three main purposes:  

(1) to build knowledge of sustainability issues and principles  
(2) to plan for change in a sustainability framework in a local context.  
(3) to apply learning from this process to a sustainability education teaching strategy that enhances 

student learning in a school context. 
 
In this assignment students will: 

 Audit school/ university grounds/ policies/ curriculum or teaching practices in relation to identified 
sustainability principles and values.  

 Evaluate issues arising from the audit according to a selected sustainability education framework (500 
words).  
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 Design an improvement implementation strategy for a more sustainable learning environment/ 
program in response to the audit and evaluation. (500 words or equivalent) 

 Outline a teaching strategy for a selected curriculum level and curriculum framework, using a similar 
change process, that enhances student learning by either (a) modifying or developing a sequence/unit 
of work in a particular discipline, or (b) developing a cross disciplinary approach to address a 
sustainability issue (1000-1500 words) 

 
Assessment Criteria 

 Demonstrated knowledge of sustainability issues relevant to a local setting. 

 Capacity to apply knowledge of sustainability principles and practices to effectively audit and evaluate 
a school/university/curriculum or pedagogical practice. 

 Effective application of sustainability education and change processes to develop a high quality 
teaching program to enhance student learning. 

 Appropriate use of academic resources to support the evaluation of issues, improvement strategy and 
teaching plan. 
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Learning Resources 

Required Texts 

1  

Recommended Reading  

1 Alsop, S., Dippo, D., & Zvandliet, D. B. (2007). Teacher education as or for social and ecological 
transformation: Place-based reflections on local and global participatory methods and collaborative 
practices. Journal of Education for Teaching, 33(2), 207–223. doi:10.1080/02607/470701259499. 

2 Australian Education for Sustainability Alliance. (2014). Education for sustainability and the Australian 
curriculum project: Final report for research phases 1 to 3 Melbourne: AESA. Retrieved from 
http://aries.mq.edu.au/publications/other/Education/EfS-in-Aust-Curriculum.pdf 

4 Buchanan, J. (2012). Sustainability education and teacher education: Finding a natural habitat? Australian 
Journal of Environmental Education, 28(2), 108–124. doi:10.1017/aee.2013.4 

5 Commonwealth of Australia, Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. (2009). Living 
sustainably: Australia’s national action plan for education for sustainability. Canberra. Retrieved from 
https://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/education/publications/living-sustainably-national-action-
plan. 

6 Davis, B., & Sumara, D. J. (2008). Complexity as a theory of education. Transnational Curriculum Inquiry. 5(2), 
33–44. Retrieved from http://ojs.library.ubc.ca/index.php/tci/article/view/75/278 

7 De Leo, J. (2012). Quality education for sustainable development: An educator handbook for integrating 
values, knowledge, skills and quality features of education for sustainable development in schooling. 
Adelaide: UNESCO APNIEVE Australia. 

8 Ferreira, J., Ryan, L., & Davis, J. (2015). Developing knowledge and leadership in pre-service teacher 
education systems. Australian Journal of Environmental Education. 31(2), 194–207. 
doi:http://dx.doi.org.ez.library.latrobe.edu.au/10.1017/aee.2015.24 

9 Hill, A., & Brown, M. (2014). Intersections between place, sustainability and transformative outdoor 
experiences. Journal of Adventure Education and Outdoor Learning, 14(3), 217–232. 
doi:10.1080/14729679.2014.918843 

10 Huckle, J. (2012). Teacher education for sustainability in network society: Combining digital and sustainability 
literacies. Journal of Teacher Education for Sustainability, 14(2), 130–146. doi:10.2478/v10099-012-0013-9, 

11 Jickling, B. (1992). Why I don’t want my children to be educated for sustainable development. Journal of 
Environmental Education, 23(4), 5–8. doi:10.1080/00958964.1992.9942801 

12 Kemmis, S., Wilkinson, J., Edwards-Groves, C., Hardy, I., Grootenboer, P., & Bristol, L. (2014). Changing 
practices, changing education. Singapore: Springer.  

13 Luke, T. (2005). Neither sustainable nor development: Reconsidering sustainability in development. 
Sustainable Development, 13(4), 228–238. doi:10.1002/sd.284 

14 Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs. (2008). Melbourne declaration on 
educational goals for young Australians. Canberra: Author. Retrieved from 
http://www.mceecdya.edu.au/mceecdya/publications,11582.html 

15 Nolet, V. (2009). Preparing sustainability literate teachers. Teachers College Record, 111(2), 409–442. 
Retrieved from http://www.tcrecord.org.ez.library.latrobe.edu.au/library/Content.asp?ContentId=15177 

16 Power, K., & Green, M. (2014). Reframing primary curriculum through concepts of place. Asia-Pacific Journal 
of Teacher Education, 42(2), 105–118. doi:10.1080/1359866X.2014.896869. 

17 Ross, H., Christie, B., Nicol, R., & Higgins, P. (2014). Space, place and sustainability and the role of outdoor 
education. Journal of Adventure Education and Outdoor Learning, 14(3), 191–197. 
doi:10.1080/14729679.2014.960684. 

18 Stibbe, A. (Ed.). (2010). The handbook for sustainability literacy: Skills for a changing world. Totnes: Green 
Books. Accessible: http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/stibbe-handbook-of-sustainability 

19 Strang, V. (2009). Gardening the world: Agency, identity and the ownership of water. New York: Berhahn 
Books. 

20 Tilbury, D. (2011). Education for sustainable development: An expert review of processes and learning. Paris: 
Division of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development, UNESCO. 

21 Wals, A. (2009). United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD, 2005-2014)–
Review of Contexts and Structures for Education for Sustainable Development. Paris: UNESCO. 

https://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/education/publications/living-sustainably-national-action-plan
https://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/education/publications/living-sustainably-national-action-plan
http://dx.doi.org.ez.library.latrobe.edu.au/10.1017/aee.2015.24
http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/v10099-012-0013-9
http://www.mceecdya.edu.au/mceecdya/publications,11582.html
http://www.tcrecord.org.ez.library.latrobe.edu.au/library/Content.asp?ContentId=15177
http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/stibbe-handbook-of-sustainability
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22 Williams, D. R., & Brown, J. D. (2011). Living soil and sustainability education: Linking pedagogy and 
pedology. Journal of Sustainability Education, 2, 1–18. Retrieved from 
http://www.jsedimensions.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/WilliamsBrown2011.pdf 
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Learning Activities Overview:  

Week Learning Topic Learning Activities/Readings 

1 International influences 
on Australia’s education 
system 

Lecture & workshop – global teacher 
Introduction to subject and online resources 
Different perspectives and diverse educational and cultural influences 
 

2 Education as 
international 
industry/business 

Online module  
International placements and work – social mobility, information 
networks 
 

3 
 

Global influences on 
education and teaching 

Online module  
Organisations, policies, research 
 

4 
 

Regulation and 
accountability  

Online module  
Testing regimes, teacher standards - PISA, TIMS, Literacy tests 
 

5 
 

Access to education  Online module 
National and cultural influences – political and social race, gender, 
socioeconomic factors… 
Assignment 1 due 

6 
 

What is sustainability ? Workshop – sustainability 
Sustainability & sustainable development – drivers, contested concepts, 
debates, issues 

7 
 

Sustainable 
development 

Online module 

8 
 

Sustainability education Online module 

9 
 

Sustainability - 
curriculum & pedagogy 

Online module 

10 
 

Sustainability in 
Australian schools 

Workshop/seminar 

 
  



 

COLLEGE OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND COMMERCE 
 School of Education 

 

 

    

Assessment 

Assessment Task No.  Description of task: 

1  

APST Description of how each Graduate Teacher Standards is Taught, Practiced and Assessed 

  

Assessment Task No  Description of task:   

2  

APST Description of how each Graduate Teacher Standards is Taught, Practiced and Assessed 

  

Assessment Task No  Description of task:   

3  

APST Description of how each Graduate Teacher Standards is Taught, Practiced and Assessed 

  

 


