
 

 

 

News from Academic Board 
 
Welcome to the first News from Academic Board. 
 
One of the perennial questions for Academic Boards is communication with the 
broader academic community.  While Academic Board has sent a report out to 
Colleges and Schools for a number of years, it is hoped that the new format and 
use of La Trobe News, will allow greater access to Academic Board discussions 
and deliberations for the University community. 
 
We are keen to hear your feedback so please send us an email – 
academicboard@latrobe.edu.au  
 
Kind regards 
Professor James Walker 
Chair, Academic Board 

 

 
The April 2022 meeting considered reports from each of 
the Academic Board Standing Committees and included: 
 

• Academic Risk: Class Sizes and Attendance 
Requirements 

• 2023 Academic Calendar (see below) 
• Early Entry Pathways 
• Education Services Activities for 2022 
• Renewal and disestablishment of Research Centres 
• Ethics, Integrity and Biosafety Report 
• Graduate Research Experience and Wellbeing 

Implementation Plan 
• Research Misconduct Procedure 
• Selection of Academic Board Committee members 
• Award of Degrees and Diplomas 
• Course revision proposals 
• Emeritus Professor nomination 

 
Papers are available on the Academic Board Unite site. 

Policy Matters: 
 
Academic Board approved revisions to: 
 

• Research Misconduct Procedure 
Changes to this procedure 
updated institutional roles, 
removed duplication and 
included reference to a range of 
external Codes and Guides. 
 

• Outside Studies Program for 
Academic Staff Policy 
The revisions disestablished the 
Outside Studies Program Central 
Committee to align with the 
University’s new operating 
model.  

 
The Policies will be included in the 
University’s Policy Library in due course. 

 

 
Discussion Panel: 
The April meeting focused on Academic Risk.  The presentation outlined the University’s Risk Management 
Framework, the Risk Appetite Statement, key enterprise risks, strategic academic risks and emerging 
academic risks. 
 

mailto:academicboard@latrobe.edu.au
https://unite.latrobe.edu.au/sites/sc/sgc/abc/default.aspx
https://policies.latrobe.edu.au/home.php


 

 

 

 
2023 Academic Calendar 
A Working Group, with membership from each School, La Trobe International and student representatives 
was established in late 2021 to consider the Academic Calendar for 2023.  Fourteen options, responding to 
the following key issues, were subject to extensive consultation during October and November 2021: 

• Semesters and terms should be standard lengths in order to avoid rework of subjects or 
unnecessary complexity associated with credit point/load recalculation.  Terms should be equally 
divisible in a semester for example 12 week semester could have 2 x 6 week terms 

• Avoidance of overlap between exam periods and standard teaching periods in order to allow 
flexibility for students in enrolment, as well as supporting progression 

• Terms and semesters should align as much as possible to reduce the number of starting points for 
staff 

 
The options also sought to address key pain points raised during consultation and discussion of the 2022 
Academic Calendar: 

• Sufficient break prior to Christmas shutdown period 
• Sufficient break between Semester 1 and Semester 2 
• Results ideally submitted and released prior to the commencement of the next period 

 
The approved option for the 2023 Academic Calendar includes 

• two 12 week semesters 
• a six week break between each Semester 
• Semester 2 Result submission:  1st December and Result release on 6 December. This release date 

is approximately one week later than is currently the case. 
• seven 6-week Terms tightly aligned to semesters inclusive of winter and summer 
• Intention that teaching will not be delivered in all terms 

 
There were challenges for different stakeholder groups with all of the Academic Calendar options 
considered, even at Discipline level within Schools.  A considered decision was made by the Working Group 
that regardless of all the challenges, the option that minimised impact across all schools was selected. 
 

Contact Us: 
 
Professor James Walker 
Chair Academic Board  
J.Walker2@latrobe.edu.au 
(03) 9479 6355 
 
Professor Bircan Erbas 
Deputy Chair, Academic Board 
B.Erbas@latrobe.edu.au  
(03) 9479 5657 
 
Ms Louise Saw 
Senior Executive Officer, Governance 
L.Saw@latrobe.edu.au  
(03) 9479 6346 

Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of Academic Board is on 
8 June 2022 
 
The University’s 2022 Senior Governance 
Committee Meeting Dates are available 
from the Governance, Policies and 
Committees intranet page. 
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