
Mothers Day events in PRISM communities: some examples

City of Latrobe: shopping centre information stalls and gifts for
mothers

Allison Condon (Family Support Unit Leader), Chris Little (Volunteer Program),
Scilla Taylor (PRISM community development officer) in the Morwell Office of the
City of Latrobe.  The office was filled with hundreds of brightly coloured
chrysanthemums and gifts donated by local supermarket chains for Mother’s Day.
Mothers attending the “Celebrating Mothers in the City of Latrobe” information stalls
in each of the shopping areas of the major towns within the City of Latrobe received a
small bunch of chrysanthemums and entered a free draw for the gifts of baskets of
small luxury goods for mothers.

City of Maroondah: Mothers’ walk and picnic

Maroondah mothers attending the Walk and Picnic at Ringwood Lake to celebrate

National Mothering Week. Cr Maureen Naylor joined local mothers on the walk and
accepted a Nursing Mothers’ Baby Care Room Award – for facilities recently opened



Let’s do lunch! – City of Bayside

On Tuesday 9 May 2000, a celebratory lunch was held at The Marine Hotel attended
and enjoyed by 130 mothers with babies and young children living in the Bayside
area. The Marine Hotel was very accommodating and their support throughout the
PRISM project was much appreciated. Local Councillor Terry O’Brien was able to
attend the lunch and talk with many local mothers about issues of concern to them.

“Thank you so much for organising the lunch – it was great to get out and meet other
mothers and have fun’ [Card sent to the PRISM community development officers after the lunch]



Celebration of Motherhood – Shire of Wellington

The PRISM Steering Committee started planning a Celebration of Motherhood in
mid February. Gippsland was in the midst of their third year of drought with no rain
in sight.

We joked about the possibility of rain. When and if it did arrive, it would have to be
on the 5th of May. We had everything organised: support from the RAAF East Sale
with tents and a low level air display, Donpra Hire were donating chairs, McDonalds
offered orange juice, community organisations were organising displays, the local
schools were putting on a special presentation for mothers. Wellington Shire gave
terrific recognition with their support.

I woke up through the night of the 4th  of May to hear rain on the roof, not light rain
but very heavy rain. We had not had substantial rain for over a year. The telephone
starting ringing at 7am with Donpra asking if we still wanted the chairs, the RAAF
asking if we still wanted the tents, and the committee saying “What are we going to
do now?”

A great effort was put in by the mothers on the committee, along with maternal and
child health nurses, to ring around those we knew were attending, to let them know
we had changed the venue.

We had a terrific day, over 50 mothers came along and many were a bit reluctant to
leave. During the following week I received calls from mothers that attended
congratulating PRISM on the fabulous day, many women asking for this to become a
regular event within Wellington. Thankyou to everyone who had a part in the day,
especially the mothers and children and the PRISM Steering Committee. We had an
involved community event, fully supported by Central Gippsland Health Service and
Wellington Shire Council. Wellington received 50 points of rain over the 24 hours,
which was a great relief to those needing the water!

Deb Brown, Community Development Officer, Wellington.



Celebrating motherhood 9 May 2000, City of Greater Bendigo

PRISM helped local mothers to celebrate National Mothering Week by holding a free
Morning Tea on Tuesday 9 May. About 40 mothers and their babies and children
attended the function at the Botanical Bar and Bistro in Whit Hills, where they all
enjoyed a Devonshire tea.

In a sea of prams, PRISM Steering Committee member Julie Vandermaat spoke on
the importance of mothers in our community, and how most women did not know
what to expect when they had their first baby. She said, “Although most women find
being a mother to be very rewarding, it is also true to say that most women find it to
be difficult or challenging at times. Women need the support of other mothers and the
general community to make the experience of motherhood as enjoyable as possible.”


