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Level Author(s) Activities 

F-2 Andrea Lagana and 
Roxanne Betts 

 Explore a range of informational texts about aquatic environments and its inhabitants, focusing on the basic needs of living things  

 Ask students to make predictions about what creatures they expect to find in a wetland environment 

 Give students specific questions to consider. For example: What are the main features of a frog? What functions do they perform?  Compare and 
contrast – what is the difference between a frog and an insect? What are the reasons for these differences? How do creatures adapt to their 
environment? 

 Watch an online clip about frog facts  

 Explore the stages of a lifecycle through a class activity based on an informational text about frog reproduction 

 Think, pair, share, discussing what the students have learned    
 

Garran Talbot, Tristan 
Haley and Sandra 
Porteous 

 Develop students’ understanding of how water environments differ to other habitats, and explore the range of animals that live in these 
environments 

Jessica Fleming, 
Matthew Nichols and 
Daniel Francese 

 What is an environment? Discuss and investigate using ICT and texts 

 What is in these environments? 
o Brainstorm and discussion  
o Students are to make predictions about plants and animals from varying environments, discussing similarities and differences  
o Mix and match activity: provide a list of animals to be matched with their associated environments 

 In what areas are particular environments situated, and why? 
o Investigate at risk/endangered habitats  
o Identify common habitats 
o Link investigation to where students live – exploring local habitats 
o Activity: using a map of Australia, colour in where different ecosystems are situated  

 Explore and explain tools used to catch and contain animals (nets, terrariums, and so on) 

 Investigation into bugs and their offspring 
o Activity: pictures of adult bugs to be matched with their offspring  

 

Cristy Tourtsakis, 
Annikka-Rose Smith, 
Kathleen O’Connell and 
Sahra Dupuy 

 Explore and discuss the characteristics of a wetland: 
o Identification of living things, and relevant features; exploring how each inter-relates and adapts to its environment  

 Discuss the grouping of living things 

 Explore life cycles through informational texts and ICT 

 Activity: “Walk and Talk” around the school grounds and local area, identifying environmental impacts and different types of environments and 
habitats 

 Mix and Match activity: match names to bugs (using relevant informational texts for assistance)           
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Level Author(s) Activities 

3-6 Andrea Lagana and 
Roxanne Betts 

 Investigation into how living things depend on each other and their environment for survival (exploring life cycles and food chains) 

 Explore what students already know about aquatic environments through group discussion, listing the outcome using a Venn diagram 

 Investigate factors that contribute to a healthy ecosystem, and those which may have a negative impact (such as human interference and 
pollution) 

 Explore the structural features of aquatic inhabitants, focusing on how each is able to survive in its environment 

 Prepare a long-term activity to keep frogs in a terrarium/aquarium set up in the classroom.  Before the frogs (or tadpoles) are introduced, 
students are to research what is needed to ensure the frogs’ survival. The mini ecosystem is then set up to meet such requirements (this will 
require a Scientific Procedures Premises Licence from the Department of Primary Industries: http://www.education.vic.gov.au) 
 

Garran Talbot, Tristan 
Haley and Sandra 
Porteous 

 Explore what elements different environments are comprised of (rocks, soil, sand, flowing water, still water) 

Jessica Fleming, 
Matthew Nichols and 
Daniel Francese 

 Investigation into factors that impact upon an ecosystem 
o Watch a documentary about adversely affected ecosystems i.e. polluted river 

 Explore the features of different ecosystems 
o List ecosystems and their features in a table 

 Explore the types of ecosystems that thrived, and investigate the reason why  

 Discuss the different types of species found in a wetland environment 
o Play sounds of animals and ask students to predict what creature created them  

 

Cristy Tourtsakis, 
Annikka-Rose Smith, 
Kathleen O’Connell and 
Sahra Dupuy 

 Investigate lifecycles within an ecosystem, and basic needs for survival 

 Explore interdependency of species within ecosystems using ICT, texts, and class discussions 

 Investigation into how the structure of living things helps them to survive 

 Discuss predators and prey, and their interconnections (lifecycles) 
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