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1Ancient Mediterranean Studies lecture series 2013

La Trobe in the City is designed for anyone with an 
interest in history, literature and / or ancient cultures.

Classes are informal and give participants a 
chance to learn about the ancient world and  
the Mediterranean. 

All lecturers are experts in their field and are 
both enthusiastic and experienced. Everyone 
is welcome to register for classes and no prior 
knowledge is required. 

Reading lists are provided for those who  
wish to read before or after the seminars, 
however, participants can undertake any 
reading according to their own schedules  
and preferences. 

Each class is separate and no prerequisites 
are required. Classes are not assessed and 
are designed to be stimulating and fun rather 
than labour intensive. Some classes have been 
designed with the Victorian secondary school 
curriculum in mind and would be helpful to 
both students and teachers seeking further 
information and knowledge.

Certificates of Participation are available  
upon request for all classes. These can be  
used toward Victorian School Teachers’ 
professional development with the consent  
of the participant’s school.

WELCOME
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LECTURES  
AND SEMINARS

MESOPOTAMIAN EMPIRES
Saturday 2 March, 1.00–4.00pm 

Room 103, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Rod White

Course code: ME01

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 22 February 

Mesopotamia, the land between the rivers,  
was the source of much of the fabric of modern 
western life, birthplace of the first cities, scene 
of the creation of one of the earliest forms of 
writing and home of the Epic of Gilgamesh!–! 
the earliest literature known to man.

This breeding ground of intellectual creativity 
would also witness the creation of the first 
empire, ruled by Sargon the Great. These 
first tentative steps were the prelude to a 
great flowering of culture and art under the 
Babylonian Empire, and the violent spectacle 
of the eruption of the Assyrians from their 
homeland and their establishment of an empire 
which would rule from Libya in the west to 
Afghanistan in the east.

This seminar will investigate aspects of 
Mesopotamian prehistory with a focus on the 
Akkadian, Babylonian, and Assyrian empires.

Optional preparatory reading
C.W. Ceram, Gods, Graves and Scholars,  
Second edition (Phoenix Press, 2001)!–!Part III

G. Leick, Mesopotamia: The Invention of the City 
(Penguin, 2002)!–!Chapters 4, 8, 9 and 10

R. Chadwick, First civilizations: ancient 
Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt (Equinox 
Publishers, 2005)!–!Part II

COMPARING ILIAD 23 AND AENEID 5
Saturday 9 March, 1.00–4.00pm 

Room 103, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Chris Mackie and Rhiannon Evans

Course code: IA02 

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 1 March

Homer’s Iliad and Virgil’s Aeneid are often 
compared for the way that they deal with 
warfare, anger, and loss. In these two books, 
both epics take a step back from the battlefield 
to focus on individual warriors in the Greek and 
Trojan camp as they engaged in sporting contests 
with one another, rather than the enemy.

The comparison of the ‘games’ books in 
the respective poems highlights a number 
of significant themes, such as an intensely 
competitive environment, the importance 
of thoughtful leadership, and the dynamics 
between individuals within a group.

Both of these books also deal with the notion of 
honouring the dead through the joys of athletic 
competition (in Virgil’s case, on water!). In this 
session, we shall consider how these issues are 
played out in texts from vastly di"erent cultural 
contexts (Archaic Greece and Augustan Rome), 
and how and why Virgil borrows and deviates 
from his Homeric model.

Optional preparatory reading
Homer, Iliad, trans. R. Lattimore (University  
of Chicago Press, 2011)!–!Book 23 

Virgil, Aeneid, trans. D. West (Penguin Books, 
1990)!–!Book 5

Please note: if lectures have not reached the minimum number of enrolments required to run by 
the registration census date they will be cancelled. Please register early to avoid disappointment. 
Registrations are accepted after the date should the class have su#cient enrolments.
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FOOD AND CULTURE IN SICILY: 
EASTER COOKERY WORKSHOP
Saturday 23 March, 11.00am–3.00pm 

Institute for Advanced Study, La!Trobe University 
Melbourne campus (Bundoora) 

Presented by Gillian Shepherd and Marisa Raniolo Wilkins

Course code: SC03

Cost: $115 (full), $105 (discount) 

Registration census date: Friday 15 March

This session will commence with a lecture on the 
history of food and feasting in Sicily, Italy and 
the Mediterranean. Gillian Shepherd will focus on 
the literary and archaeological evidence for food 
production and consumption in the ancient world.

Marisa Raniolo Wilkins, author of the book 
Sicilian Seafood Cooking, will then speak to 
the audience about how Sicilian cuisine has 
been shaped over centuries by Greek, French, 
Arab and Spanish influences. This will be 
accompanied by a food workshop where  
Marisa will share her experience in the kitchen 
and love of Sicilian cuisine. Participants will  
learn about Sicilian culture and cookery as they 
taste the delights of Sicily prepared by Marisa. 
This class will have an Easter theme.

Optional preparatory reading
L. Prior, La Cucina (Harper Collins, 2000)!–! 
this is a sensuous tale of food and love in Sicily.

P. Robb, Midnight in Sicily (Faber, 1998)!–!this is  
a fascinating account of the mafia, combined 
with the food, culture, art and history of Sicily. 

M. Taylor Simeti, On Persephone’s Island:  
A Sicilian Journal (Vintage, 1995)

Places are limited in this class but participants 
are reminded that if they miss out in March,  
a Christmas cookery workshop will be held  
in December.

BUILDING ROME
Saturday 11 May, 1.00pm–4.00pm 

Room 104, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Gillian Shepherd and Sarah Midford

Course code: BR04

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount) 

Registration census date: Friday 3 May

They say that Rome wasn’t built in a day.  
In fact, the city was the prosperous centre of 
the Roman Empire for hundreds of years. Over 
this time the city changed, grew and came to 
reflect Roman political and imperial successes.

This seminar will look at the archaeological 
remains of Rome and explore the city’s  
origins and development. Building practices 
and techniques will be looked at in detail  
as will building types and styles. The Forum  
of Augustus will be used as an example of 
Roman architectural grandeur, and the use  
of architecture for political advancement.  
This Forum, chronologically situated between 
the Republican and Imperial periods of Rome, 
and physically situated in the heart of the 
city, can reveal a great deal about the political 
power architecture could wield. The seminar 
will conclude with a look at the opulence of 
Imperial Rome. Nero’s Golden Palace, the 
Flavian Amphitheatre (a.k.a. the Colosseum), 
and monumental triumphal arches will be 
discussed, as will the role of architecture in 
keeping the masses under control.

Optional preparatory reading
P. Zanker, The Power of Images in the Age  
of Augustus (Ann Arbor, 1998) 

J. Coulston and H. Dodge, Ancient Rome. The 
Archaeology of the Eternal City (Oxford, 2000)
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DEMOCRATIC ATHENS
Mondays 20 May, 27 May and 3 June, 6.00pm–7.00pm

Room 104, La!Trobe University Franklin Street

Presented by Christopher Gribbin

Course code: DA05

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Monday 13 May

In the fifth century BC, Athenian society 
and history was transformed by a radical 
experiment. The Athenians adopted direct 
democracy, where every government decision 
was put to the people’s vote. Some people 
believe that this experiment enabled the 
greatness of fifth century Athens, which 
included playwrights, philosophers and 
statesmen still known and respected today. 
Other people think the experiment was a 
leading cause of Athens’ eventual downfall, 
when it was conquered by the Spartans at  
the end of the century. 

This course will look at the big events of the 
fifth century, including the wars with the mighty 
Persian Empire, the growth and collapse of the 
Athenian Empire, the building of the Parthenon 
and war with the Spartans. Throughout this 
course we will try to understand whether  
direct democracy was a help or a hindrance.

20 May: The Start of the Experiment:  
the Birth of Direct Democracy at Athens 

27 May: From Complete Destruction to Boom 
Times: the Persian Wars and the Athenian Empire 

3 June: Arrogance and Downfall: the 
Peloponnesian War and the Defeat of Athens

Optional preparatory reading
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian 
War!–!Book 2 

Individual lectures can be attended upon request 
at $35 per lecture. Please contact Sarah Midford:  
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au  
T (03) 9479 3466
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OVID’S METAMORPHOSES
Saturday 1 June, 1.00–4.00pm

Room 104, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Rhiannon Evans and Peter Davis

Course code: OM07

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount) 

Registration census date: Friday 24 May

Ovid’s Metamorphoses is one of the most 
entertaining and popular ancient Roman 
texts, and a storehouse of Greek and Roman 
mythological tales, wrapped up in an appealing 
and often comic style. However, in recent years, 
scholars have also emphasised the historical 
and cultural context of the Metamorphoses, as a 
product and critique of Augustan Rome, and as 
a text which contains distinctly darker strains.

We shall spend some time looking at how 
particular episodes within this text might 
have been read by contemporary Romans as 
commentary on the misuse of arbitrary power; 
and how other narratives in the poem deal 
with gender, sexuality, memory, art and the 
cosmos. Throughout, we will consider how the 
Metamorphoses rewrites both mythology and 
the epic genre to create a poem which remains 
fresh and vibrant to the contemporary reader.

Optional preparatory reading
G. Lively, Ovid’s Metamorphoses:  
A Reader’s Guide (Continuum, 2010) 

Ovid, Metamorphoses

J.B. Solodow, The World of Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses (University of North  
Carolina Press, 2008)

THE ROMAN ARMY:  
LIFE BENEATH THE EAGLES
Saturday 25 May, 1.00pm–4.00pm

Room 104, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Eugene Durrant

Course code: RA06

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount) 

Registration census date: Friday 10 May

The Roman legions weren’t merely the military 
backbone of the Roman Empire but also 
fascinating miniature societies. This seminar 
will explore the organisation and tactics of 
the legions, examine certain events in Roman 
military history such as the infamous battle 
of Cannae, and detail the exploits of some of 
Rome’s fiercest enemies, such as Pyrrhus of 
Epirus and Hannibal.

This seminar will also take a look at how 
the legions functioned as communities, and 
how soldiers who could potentially serve for 
decades managed to fulfil their emotional and 
sexual needs within the environment of the 
legion. To this end the seminar will examine 
not only the lives of legionaries but also those 
of their wives, concubines, and the hordes of 
merchants, tradesmen and prostitutes that 
followed in every legion’s wake.

Optional preparatory reading
A. Goldsworthy, The Roman Army at War 
100BCE–AD200 (Clarendon Press, 1998) 

S. James, Rome and the Sword  
(Thames and Hudson, 2011)!–!Chapters 1–3 

D.J. Mattingly, Imperialism, Power and Identity: 
Experiencing the Roman Empire (Princeton 
University Press, 2011)!–!Chapter 4
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LECTURES  
AND SEMINARS

THE 2013 A.D. TRENDALL LECTURE: 
THUCYDIDES’ EPIC: THE SICILIAN 
EXPEDITION
Monday 29 July, 6.00–8.00pm

State Library of Victoria, Seminar Room 1

Presented by Chris Mackie

Course code: TL09

Cost: $30 (full), $25 (discount)

Registration census date: Monday 22 July

In 415 BC, in the middle of the Peloponnesian 
War, the Athenians launched an expedition to 
gain control of Sicily. This disastrous venture! 
–!known as the Sicilian Expedition!–!ended in 
the catastrophic defeat of the Athenians and 
their navy at Syracuse in 413 BC. The Athenians 
su"ered enormous losses; those who survived 
were imprisoned in the limestone quarries  
at Syracuse, where they died or were sold  
into slavery. 

The events in Sicily are recounted in poignant 
detail by Thucydides in books 6 and 7 of his 
History of the Peloponnesian War, and in a 
manner which recalls the epics of Homer. 

How influenced was Thucydides by Homer? 
Despite his criticisms of Homer and the poets, 
did Thucydides draw upon the great epic 
poems of ancient Greece!–!especially the Iliad 
and the Odyssey!–!when recounting the events 
of his own time? 

Light refreshments will be served after this lecture. 
For inquiries please contact Robin Wastell:  
E trendall@latrobe.edu.au 
or contact the A.D. Trendall Centre: 
T (03) 9479 2845

HOMER’S ILIAD AND  
MALOUF’S RANSOM
Saturday 22 June, 2.00–5.00pm

Village Roadshow Theatre, State Library of Victoria 

Presented by David Malouf and Chris Mackie

Course code: IR08

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Tuesday 18 June

Homer’s Iliad has informed so many works  
of literature throughout the three millennia  
of its existence. David Malouf’s reinterpretation 
of a small section of the canonical text speaks 
to a new audience, on a distant continent, 
during a new age.

Malouf’s novel picks up the Iliadic themes of 
revenge, redemption and fate and, unlike the 
Iliad where the gods are central to the narrative, 
focuses on human motivations and experiences.

This seminar will commence with a lecture 
from La!Trobe University Homerist, Chris 
Mackie, who will talk about the Iliadic context 
on which Ransom draws so heavily. David 
Malouf will then discuss his use of the Iliad in 
the composition of Ransom. Afterwards, the 
two speakers will discuss both texts and take 
questions from the audience.

Optional preparatory reading
Homer, Iliad, trans. R. Lattimore (University  
of Chicago Press, 2011)!–!Book 24 

D. Malouf, Ransom (Random House, 2009)

English teachers teaching, and VCE students 
studying Ransom are encouraged to attend  
this event. 

For inquiries please contact Sarah Midford:  
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au  
T (03) 9479 3466
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THE TROJAN WAR: FACT AND FICTION
Saturday 19 October, 1.00–4.00pm

Room 101, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Gillian Shepherd and Annabel Orchard

Course code: TW11

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 11 October

The story of the Trojan War, especially as 
recounted by Homer in epic poem the Iliad, 
has inspired authors and artists from antiquity 
through to the present, and the repertoire 
of works now also includes Hollywood 
blockbusters. This seminar will take a closer 
look at the Trojan War!–!the epic encounters 
of the heroes of Greece and Troy, and the 
enduring image of Helen of Troy, whose face 
launched a thousand ships!–!from the Iliad  
of Homer and other Trojan War myths to  
the ‘reality’ of Mycenaean Greece, Troy, and 
images of the Trojan War in classical art.

Optional preparatory reading
S. Woodford, The Trojan War in Ancient Art 
(Duckworth, 1993) 

M. Wood, In Search of the Trojan War  
(BBC 1985)

MEDITERRANEAN DIALOGUES:  
THE ROOTS OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
Wednesdays 7, 14, 21 and 28 August,  
4 and 11 September 6.00–8.00pm

Room 103, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Gerardo Papalia, Gillian Darcy  
and Dimitri Gonis

Course code: MD10

Cost: $425 (full), $385 (discount)

Registration census date: Tuesday 30 July

Mediterranean dialogues will consider the 
Mediterranean and its bordering cultures 
as a single reality: a place of exchange and 
contestation for di"erent narratives of identity 
and nationhood. It will look at three countries  
of the northern Mediterranean: Spain, Italy  
and Greece, focusing on their relationship 
with each other and with other Mediterranean 
countries in the contemporary era. A special 
emphasis of the course will be Mediterranean 
diasporas and current and past models of 
Mediterranean multiculturalism and cultural 
exchange. The course will also look at cultural 
cross-fertilisation in folklore, religion, art  
and literature.

Optional preparatory reading
D. Abulafia, The Great Sea (Allen Lane, 2011). 

P. Ginsborg, Italy And Its Discontents  
(Penguin, 2003). 

R. Clogg, A Concise History of Greece,  
Second edition (Cambridge, 2002). 

J. Hooper, The New Spaniards, Second  
edition (Penguin, 2006).
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LECTURES  
AND SEMINARS

HEROES AND MONSTERS
Saturday 2 November, 1.00–4.00pm

Room 101, La!Trobe University Franklin Street

Presented by Annabel Orchard

Course code: HM13

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 25 October

When we speak of a Herculean task, an Achilles’ 
heel or a personal Odyssey, we are drawing on 
the hero myths of Ancient Greece and Rome.  
In this seminar we will follow the heroes on 
their journeys and examine the range of heroes 
from monster-slayers in animal skins to warriors 
in armour made by the gods.

Optional preparatory reading
Euripides, Heracles

Homer, Odyssey!–!Books 8 and 9

THE PERSIAN EMPIRE
Saturday 26 October, 1.00–4.00pm

Room 101, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Rod White

Course code: PE12

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 18 October

For 250 years the Persian Empire ruled over  
a vast multicultural population which at its  
peak stretched from the Indus Valley of India  
to Thrace and Macedonia in southern Europe. 

The enemy of the ancient Greeks and sacker of 
Athens, the Persian Empire will always pose one 
of the world’s greatest ‘what ifs?’. What would 
the western world have looked like if Persia had 
defeated the ancient Greeks? To explore this 
question, this session will examine the Persian 
Empire, its internal culture and history and its 
interactions with the wider world.

Optional preparatory reading
P. Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander. A History  
of the Persian Empire (Eisenbraun, 2002)
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GREEK TRAGEDY: OEDIPUS’ CHILDREN
Mondays 11, 18 and 25 November, 6.00–7.00pm 

Room 101, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Christopher Gribbin

Course code: GT15

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Monday 4 November

The myths about Oedipus’ unfortunate children 
are explored by all three of the great tragedians 
in their plays. These lectures examine those plays 
as a way of better understanding Greek tragedy 
and the Greek worldview. The plays look at the 
consequences to Oedipus’ children and the wider 
society after the revelation that Oedipus married 
his own mother. By comparing the experiences of 
the daughters and the sons, the plays highlight the 
di"erent expectations around men and women 
in ancient Greece, including di"erent gender 
roles and concepts of honour. We also meet the 
interesting character of Creon, who is used as a 
way of exploring the idea of power and the hard 
decisions that people in power must make.

11 November: Introduction to Greek Tragedy 
and the Story of Oedipus: Sophocles’ Oedipus 
at Colonus

18 November: Oedipus’ Sons Fight It Out, 
Euripides’ Phoenician Women and Aeschylus’ 
Seven Against Thebes

25 November: Family versus the State: 
Oedipus’s Daughters in Sophocles’ Antigone

Optional preparatory reading
Euripides, Phoenician Women 

Sophocles, Antigone

Individual lectures can be attended upon request 
at $35 per lecture. Please contact Sarah Midford:  
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au  
T (03) 9479 3466

DEATH, THE UNDERWORLD AND THE 
AFTERLIFE IN CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY
Saturday 9 November, 1.00–4.00pm 

Room 101, La!Trobe University Franklin Street 

Presented by Gillian Shepherd and Chris Mackie

Course code: UA14

Cost: $105 (full), $95 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 1 November

One of the biggest categories of evidence  
we have for the ancient Greeks and Romans is 
their graves: these could be grand monuments 
decorated with sculpture and inscriptions, or 
humble holes in the ground; some had lavish 
grave goods, which now fill our museums, while 
others contained nothing but the deceased. 

The myths of the Underworld, including the 
visits of Odysseus and Aeneas to the realm  
of the dead, are some of the most important 
and enduring works of classical literature. 

This seminar series looks at how the ancients 
viewed death through their burial customs, 
literature and art: how they dealt with it, what 
they believed in, and what they thought the 
afterlife and the Underworld were like.

Optional preparatory reading
D. Kurtz and J. Boardman, Greek Burial Customs 
(Thames and Hudson, 1971) 

J. Toynbee, Death and Burial in the Roman 
World (Thames and Hudson, 1971)
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LECTURES  
AND SEMINARS

THE 2013 ANCIENT MEDITERRANEAN 
STUDIES LECTURE
Monday 9 December, 6.00pm–8.00pm

Venue TBA

Course code: MS17

Cost: $30 (full), $25 (discount)

This lecture presented by Mediterranean 
Studies at La!Trobe University and the A.D. 
Trendall Centre for Ancient Mediterranean 
Studies, will mark the end of the 2013 La!Trobe 
in the City Ancient Mediterranean Studies 
lecture series.

The speaker and the venue for this lecture  
is yet to be determined. Information about  
this event will be available on the La!Trobe  
in the City website as soon as the details  
are confirmed.

Sign up to our Facebook and Twitter pages  
for instant updates, news and information  
about this and other events. 

   facebook.com/latrobe.
mediterraneanstudies

  twitter.com/ltu_medstudies

Light refreshments will be served after this lecture. 
For inquiries please contact Sarah Midford:  
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au  
T (03) 9479 3466

Please note: if lectures have not reached the  
minimum number of enrolments required to run  
by the registration census date they will be cancelled. 
Please register early to avoid disappointment. 
Registrations are accepted after the date should  
the class have su#cient enrolments.

FOOD AND CULTURE IN SICILY 
CHRISTMAS COOKERY WORKSHOP
Saturday 7 December, 11.00am–3.00pm 

Institute for Advanced Study, La!Trobe University 
Melbourne campus (Bundoora) 

Presented by Gillian Shepherd and Marisa Raniolo Wilkins

Course code: SC16

Cost: $115 (full), $105 (discount)

Registration census date: Friday 29 November

This session will commence with a lecture on  
the history of food and feasting in Sicily, Italy  
and the Mediterranean. Gillian Shepherd will 
focus on the literary and archaeological evidence 
for food production and consumption in the 
ancient world. After the lecture Marisa Raniolo 
Wilkins, author of the book Sicilian Seafood 
Cooking, will speak to the audience about how 
Sicilian cuisine has been shaped over centuries 
by Greek, French, Arab and Spanish influences. 
This will be accompanied by a food workshop 
where Marisa will share her experience in the 
kitchen and love of Sicilian cuisine. Participants 
will learn about Sicilian culture and cookery as 
they taste the delights of Sicily prepared by 
Marisa. This workshop will have a Christmas 
theme. Although there will be some similarities 
to the Easter Sicilian Cookery Workshop, this 
session will not be identical and participant 
should feel free to attend both workshops.

Optional preparatory reading
L. Prior, La Cucina (Harper Collins, 2000)!–! 
this is a sensuous tale of food and love in Sicily.

P. Robb, Midnight in Sicily (Faber, 1998)!–!this is  
a fascinating account of the mafia, combined 
with the food, culture, art and history of Sicily. 

M. Taylor Simeti, On Persephone’s Island:  
A Sicilian Journal (Vintage, 1995)

This class has limited places, please book early.
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LECTURER 
BIOGRAPHIES
Gillian Darcy

Gillian Darcy is currently writing her PhD  
thesis in Hispanic Studies at La!Trobe  
University. Her thesis focuses on the links 
between language and identity politics and 
nationalism in the region of Valencia, Spain. 
Gillian Darcy completed Honours (Linguistics) 
at the University of Melbourne and Honours 
(Hispanic Studies) at La!Trobe University. As a 
Maltese national, Gillian has also written about 
Maltese cultural and linguistic identity with 
respect to Malta’s position in the Mediterranean. 
Since 2010, Gillian has taught Spanish and 
Spanish history in European Studies. She is  
also involved with ‘The Belonging Project’ as  
part of the editing team for a special edition  
in New Scholar.

Peter Davis

Associate Professor Peter Davis lectured in 
Classics at the University of Tasmania for many 
years. He is now a Visiting Research Fellow at 
the University of Adelaide, where he is one of 
the chief investigators in a project funded by 
the Australian Research Council Banning Ideas, 
Burning Books: The Dynamics of Censorship in 
Classical Antiquity. He has published widely on 
ancient Greek and Roman literature, including 
a recent book Ovid and Augustus: A Political 
Reading of Ovid’s Erotic Poetry.

Eugene Durrant

Eugene Durrant has an MA in Classics and 
Archaeology from Melbourne University. His 
area of study is the late-republican and early-
imperial periods of Roman history, especially 
the Julio-Claudian period. Amongst other 
things, he is particularly interested in Roman 
literature, culture, ideology, propaganda, 
ancient magic and warfare.

Rhiannon Evans

Dr Rhiannon Evans is a lecturer in Ancient 
Mediterranean Studies at La!Trobe University, 
where she teaches Latin and Ancient Roman 
culture. She has previously worked as a Classics 
Lecturer at the Universities of Melbourne and 
Tasmania for a total of thirteen years. After a 
BA in Classics and a Masters in Latin in the UK, 
she completed her Classics PhD in Los$Angeles, 
and wrote her doctoral thesis on ethnography 
and barbarians in Latin literature. Rhiannon 
is interested in Roman imperialism and 
representations of primitivism and foreigners  
in literary texts, and is currently working on 
Julius Caesar’s account of the conquest of Gaul. 
She has published a book on the Golden Age 
and Utopianism in Roman literature.

Dimitri Gonis

Dimitri Gonis is currently writing his PhD 
thesis in Greek Studies at La!Trobe University. 
His thesis focuses on the role of memory in 
the construction of the Macedonian identity 
in Australia. Dimitri completed his Masters at 
La!Trobe University in 1997 (Greek Studies). 
Since 2011 Dimitri has taught Modern Greek, 
Transterritorial Hellenism and Ethnic and Civil 
Conflict in Southern Europe and in Cyprus, in 
the School of Historical and European Studies.
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LECTURER 
BIOGRAPHIES
Christopher Gribbin

Dr Christopher Gribbin is a fellow at the 
University of Melbourne’s School of Historical 
and Philosophical Studies, where he runs the 
Classics Summer School for the public each 
January. He has a particular interest in ancient 
myth, religion and philosophy, and their value 
for today. Chris’ annual Classics Summer School 
is an opportunity for anyone to learn a little 
about the society, myths, art, architecture, 
literature and philosophy of the ancient world. 
Classes are small, relaxed and fun. All classes 
take place at the University of Melbourne, 
Parkville, in January each year. More details, 
including an enrolment form, are available on 
the Classics Summer School website classics-
archaeology.unimelb.edu.au/community/
summer-school or email Christopher Gribbin  
at cgribbin@unimelb.edu.au

Chris Mackie

Professor Chris Mackie is the Director of the 
Research Centre for Greek Studies and also the 
Head of the School of Humanities at La!Trobe 
University. He studied Latin and Greek at the 
University of Newcastle (NSW), and then  
wrote his PhD at the University of Glasgow 
on Vergil’s Aeneid. He has written widely on 
Roman and Greek topics, especially Vergil, 
Homer, and Greek mythology. More recently 
he has developed interests in the Gallipoli/
Dardanelles region through time, and in 
classical reception studies. After working at  
the University of New England (NSW) for two 
years, he was at the University of Melbourne  
for 24 years. He joined the Research Centre  
for Greek Studies at La!Trobe University in  
mid 2010.

David Malouf

David Malouf is the internationally acclaimed 
author of novels including The Great World, 
winner of the Commonwealth Writers’ prize 
and the Prix Femina Etranger, Remembering 
Babylon, shortlisted for the Booker Prize and 
winner of the IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, 
An Imaginary Life, Conversations at Curlow 
Creek, Dream Stu", Every Move You Make, his 
autobiographical classic 12 Edmondstone Street 
and Ransom. His Collected Stories won the 
2008 Australia-Asia Literary Award.

Sarah Midford

Sarah Midford is currently completing a PhD 
thesis at the University of Melbourne on the 
importance of the classics to the construction 
of Anzac as a civil religion in Australia. Sarah 
completed her MA (Classics and Archaeology) 
in the political exploitation of Roman Triumph 
during late Republican and early Imperial Rome 
at the University of Melbourne in 2007. Since 
2010, Sarah has worked on the Joint Historical 
and Archaeological Survey of the Gallipoli 
Peninsula (JHAS). Sarah has taught Ancient 
World Studies and Australian Studies at the 
University of Melbourne and La!Trobe University 
since 2006. Sarah has been a Research Associate 
at La!Trobe University since mid 2011.

Annabel Orchard

Annabel Orchard is currently writing a PhD 
thesis in Classical Studies at the University  
of Melbourne. Her thesis The Bronzed Body 
of Achilleus examines the armed warrior in 
Homer’s Iliad, and at the e"ect of contemporary 
technology on mythic form and content. 
Annabel has taught Classics since 2000 at  
the University of Melbourne, Monash University, 
and at La!Trobe University. 
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In 2003 she re-established the Classical  
Studies programme at Monash University.  
Other projects include the development of 
interactive media for education, research  
and entertainment. One such project, Winged 
Sandals, with the University of Melbourne  
and the ABC, is an interactive website for kids. 
It uses digital storytelling to expand the means 
of retelling Greek myth. Annabel is currently 
employed in the Faculty of Business, Economics 
and Law at La!Trobe University developing 
digital resources for university course delivery.

Gerardo Papalia

Dr Gerardo Papalia is a specialist in Italian-
Australian studies. His teaching and research 
interests encompass Italian and Italian-
Australian history, cinema and literature. 
After taking an Arts Degree (with Honours) 
from Melbourne University, Gerardo won 
a scholarship from the Italian Government 
and graduated in ‘Lettere e Filosofia’ at the 
University of Pavia. In 2003 he was awarded  
a PhD from La!Trobe University with a thesis 
on the history of political and cultural relations 
between Australia and Italy in the 1930s. He is 
currently an Honorary Research Fellow in Italian 
Studies at La!Trobe University and Research 
Associate at Monash University.

Marisa Raniolo Wilkins

Marisa Raniolo Wilkins is the author of the  
book Sicilian Seafood Cooking and is well 
known for her blog on Sicilian food All Things 
Sicilian and More. Her interest in food is driven 
by her desire to explore her cultural origins.  
She is a first generation Italian-Australian 
with both her parents born in Sicily. Marisa 
has always been passionate about fresh, local 
ingredients and she has an active association 
with market stallholders and food producers. 
Before becoming a food writer, Marisa taught 
English and Italian in schools.

Gillian Shepherd

Dr Gillian Shepherd is Lecturer in Ancient 
Mediterranean Studies and Director of the 
A.D. Trendall Research Centre for Ancient 
Mediterranean Studies at La!Trobe University. 
Gillian studied Classics and Fine Arts at the 
University of Melbourne before going on to 
complete a PhD in Classical Archaeology 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, followed by 
a research fellowship at St Hugh’s College, 
Oxford. Until her recent return to Australia  
to take up her position at La!Trobe University, 
Gillian was Lecturer in Classical Archaeology  
at the University of Birmingham, UK. Her 
research interests are the ancient Greek 
colonisation of Sicily and Italy, burial customs, 
and the archaeology and art of Greece and 
Magna Graecia.

Rod White

Rod White is currently completing a PhD 
thesis at the University of Melbourne on the 
collapse of complex societies: a case study of 
the Hittites and Neo-Hittites. Rod completed 
a BEng and MSc before changing his direction 
and completing a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Classics and Archaeology at the University of 
Melbourne. Rod has undertaken archaeological 
fieldwork at the Chobareti archaeological 
excavation in Georgia and has lectured on 
Archaic Greece and Comparative Civilisations  
at the University of Melbourne.



14 Ancient Mediterranean Studies lecture series 2013

CLASS LOCATIONS

La!Trobe University Franklin Street

215 Franklin Street, Melbourne 3000

State Library of Victoria

328 Swanston Street, Melbourne 3000 
Enter through ‘Entrance 3’ on La!Trobe Street
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Market
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Institute for Advanced Study 

La!Trobe University, Melbourne campus 

Forest View Road, Bundooora 3086  
Entry o" Plenty Road

La Trobe 
Wildlife Sanctuary

Zoology 
Reserve

Agriculture 
Reserve

Graduate House

La Trobe 
House

La Trobe 
Apartments

Institute for Advanced Study
Forest V

iew
Southern Drive

Garden View Garden View

Plenty Road

Main Drive

Main Drive

Ring Road

La
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Melbourne campus
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Mesopotamian empires ME01 2 March $105 $95

Comparing Iliad 23 and Aeneid 5 IA02 9 March $105 $95

Sicilian Easter cookery workshop SC03 23 March $115 $105

Building Rome BR04 11 May $105 $95

Democratic Athens DA05 20 and 27 May, 3 June $105 $95

The Roman army RA06 25 May $105 $95

Ovid’s Metamorphoses OM07 1 June $105 $95

Homer’s Iliad and Malouf’s Ransom IR08 22 June $105 $95

The A.D. Trendall lecture TL09 29 July $30 $25

Mediterranean dialogues MD10 7, 14, 21 and 28 August,  
4 and 11 September

$425 $385

The Trojan War TW11 19 October $105 $95

The Persian Empire PE12 26 October $105 $95

Heroes and monsters HM13 2 November $105 $95

Death, the Underworld and the Afterlife UA14 9 November $105 $95

Greek tragedy GT15 11, 18 and 25 May $105 $95

Sicilian Christmas cookery workshop SC16 7 December $115 $105

The 2013 Ancient Mediterranean Studies lecture MS17 9 December $30 $25

TOTAL $ $

Credit card payments

Name on card

Card number

Total cost $

Signature

 Visa    Mastercard

Expiry date

CVV number

Date

Online registration is available at:  
latrobe.edu.au/humanities/litc

Alternatively, please complete the form below.

Post your registration to:  
Sarah Midford 
School of Historical and European Studies 
La!Trobe University, Melbourne 3086

Or, email Sarah Midford:  
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au 

If you are paying by cheque please make  
it out to: ‘La!Trobe University’ and enclose  
it with your registration form.

Refunds are only available before  
the registration census date. Contact  
Sarah Midford to arrange a refund. 

* The discount price is available to retirees, 
concession card holders, students, teachers, 
La!Trobe University Alumni, and Friends of  
the Trendall Centre.
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this brochure is indicative only. The University does not give any warranties in relation  
to the currency, accuracy or completeness of the contents. The University reserves the right to make changes without notice at 
any time in its absolute discretion, including but not limited to varying admission and assessment requirements, and discontinuing 
or varying courses. Users of this publication are advised to check with the relevant faculty or department before acting on the 
information published in this brochure. To the extent permitted by law, the University does not accept responsibility or liability  
for any injury, loss, claim or damage arising out of or in any way connected with the use of the information contained in this 
brochure or any error, omission or defect in the information contained in this brochure.

Published by La!Trobe University, January 2013. La!Trobe University is a registered provider under the Commonwealth Register  
of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS). CRICOS Provider 00115M.



La!Trobe in the City is brought to you by  
the School of Humanities and the Faculty  
of Humanities at La!Trobe University.

For further information please contact:

Sarah Midford 
E s.midford@latrobe.edu.au 
T (03) 9479 3466

Check out our website for the most  
up-to-date information, news and  
information about other events.

latrobe.edu.au/humanities/litc

Connect
For instant updates, news and information  
about other interesting events.

  facebook.com/latrobe.mediterraneanstudies

  twitter.com/ltu_medstudies

CRICOS Provider 00115Mlatrobe.edu.au


