Hi everyone,
Welcome to the latest edition of the Mallee Fire and Biodiversity Project newsletter.

Field work

We’re very pleased to announce that the fieldwork phase of the project is almost complete! Teams are currently in the field collecting the last of the reptile and small mammal data, and just a couple of field trips remain to finalise bird and plant data collection. Sorting of key invertebrate groups has also been completed.

Our project database is now looking pretty impressive, with very large numbers of samples from 2 ½ years of surveys. We have captured over 8,000 reptiles and small mammals, recorded the diameter of 31,000 mallee stems, 700 scorpions identified, 22,000 bird records, … the list goes on!

We are very grateful to the more than 100 people from agencies, universities, landholders and other interested parties that have provided vital assistance in the field. We couldn’t have completed this mammoth task without your help.

So I have returned from maternity leave at a very exciting phase for the project as we complete the last of the fieldwork and begin our analyses of this copious data set.
Communication

We have also been busy communicating our project aims and preliminary results. A publication for the project “Range extension of the Millewa Skink Hemiergis millewae in the Murray-Sunset National Park” Dale Nimmo, Lisa Spence-Bailey & Sally Kenny has been accepted by the Victorian Naturalist, and will appear in press soon.
An article has also been published in the March edition of Thinking Bush (a Land & Water Australia publication) “Fire and its relationship to managing fauna –

the Mallee Fire and Biodiversity Project” Mike Clarke and Andrew Bennett. 

Mike and Andrew presented six seminars on the project in 2007 (in addition to our two workshops), and we anticipate more in 2008, as we begin to see the results of our survey effort.
And congratulations to Dale Nimmo who won the best student presentation at the Parks Victoria Research Partners Conference last November.

Our next workshop will be held in the second half of this year, when we can begin to give some results from the project and we will keep you all posted on the details.

We are very grateful for the continued support from the following agencies; Land and Water Australia, Mallee Catchment Management Authority, Department of Sustainability and Environment Vic, Parks Victoria, Department for Environment and Heritage SA, Lower Murray Darling Catchment Management Authority, Department of Environment and Conservation NSW, Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Birds Australia.
