Hi everyone,
Welcome to 2007. This is a short update on where we left off at the end of 2006, and a brief outline of our plans for 2007. Last year was a very busy, but successful year for all involved with the Mallee Fire & Biodiversity Project. We’re pleased to have completed our first round of field surveys, with reptile, mammal, termite and bird sampling undertaken at each of our 28 mosaics across the three states. 
The pitfall trapping has been extremely successful with 3,734 reptiles and mammals captured, comprising 51 species of reptile and 7 species of small mammal. Toilet rolls have proved to be a fantastic termite bait with the majority of buried rolls occupied by termites, and a range of species detected. In the bird surveys to date, many threatened species have been observed on the 280km of transects walked including Mallee Emu-wren, Black-eared Miner, Red-lored Whistler, Malleefowl, Southern Scrub-robin, Striated Grasswren and Regent Parrot to name a few. The pilot study for the vegetation analysis has also been completed with approximately 100 plant species recorded across 50 pilot study sites over the study area, and lots of information to aid our habitat assessment protocol design. 
Unfortunately we have suffered our first wild fires in our mosaics, with fires at Gluepot interrupting our pitfall trapping. Two of the mosaics were burnt, but we’re very grateful to hear from the rangers at Gluepot that our buckets appear to have survived the fires under the mounds of earth heaped over them. The fences haven’t fared so well. However, once some new drift fences are re-erected in March, it will be sampling as usual this summer. We are anxiously waiting for the end of the fire season this year.
We were delighted with the attendance and support that we received from a range of experts and stakeholders from the three states at our recent workshop in Mildura in November last year. The workshop was attended by more than 65 people with representatives from all of the major state agencies. The day gave us an opportunity to present what we have achieved in the first nine months of the project, where to next, and our planned outcomes. It was also great to receive feedback from agency staff and other stakeholders. 
Another busy year of fieldwork is planned for this year. The first round of monitoring is due to start in February and continue through until April. We will then commence vegetation habitat sampling in winter across all the mosaics. The proposed fieldwork dates are listed below. 
Thanks to all the agencies for their continued support, particularly Parks Victoria, DSE, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Australian Wildlife Conservancy staff, Lower Murray Darling CMA and Gluepot volunteer rangers for assistance with field work. We continue to look for field volunteers for our upcoming field trips. Please let us know if you are able to help! 
The new pitfall fieldwork dates are:

12 - 19 Feb: Scotia Sanctuary, Danggali CP and Tarawi Nature Reserve 

20 - 28 Feb: Central Murray Sunset

12 - 27 Mar: Gluepot Reserve, Billiatt CP, Western & Eastern Murray Sunset, Mallee Cliffs NP, Petro and Lethero Stations

The bird, plant and invertebrate surveying dates span over:

5 – 25 Mar: locations to be confirmed
10 - 29 Apr: locations to be confirmed
7 - 13 May: locations to be confirmed

