Hi everyone,
This is a brief update on our progress with the Mallee Fire & Biodiversity Project. Having successfully completed our first full round of spring and summer field work, collecting large amounts of interesting data, we are now in the midst of organising fieldwork for the habitat assessment, occurring during winter. 
FIELDWORK SUMMARY

Here are a few summaries of the data collected over the spring and summer sampling period for each of the taxonomic groups: 
Pitfall Trapping- A total of 5,563 captures of mammals, reptiles and amphibians were made within pitfall traps and Elliott traps. A total of 63 species have been trapped across the study area with 7 small mammals, 54 reptiles and 2 amphibian species. Two very noteworthy captures included the capture of the endangered Bardick snake (Echiopsis curta) in NSW, which is only the 3rd record for the state, as well as the critically endangered Millewa Skink (Hemiergis millewae), found in the eastern Murray-Sunset National Park, which significantly expands its distribution (previously only recorded in Victoria from the western edge of the park).
Birds- Ninety bird species have been recorded over the two seasons across the 28 mosaics, with 77 species in the point surveys and 83 species in the transect surveys. The call playback technique proved successful, with all target species (Red-lored Whistler, Striated Grasswren, Mallee Emu-wren and Black-eared Miner) responding to call playback at some sites. A great response was observed for Black-eared Miner with a total of 121 calls recorded in response to playback.
Invertebrates:

Termites-The toilet roll baits proved a successful means of termite collection, with 39% of all toilet rolls showing evidence of termites. Nine morphospecies have been identified, with most observed across all three states. 
Psyllids- Eleven different morphospecies of lerps were observed in the field with 61% of sites having at least one tree with lerps.  

Scorpions- Large numbers of scorpions were trapped in pitfall buckets, with a maximum of 108 scorpions trapped over 5 nights in one mosaic in NSW.  Identification and sorting of scorpions is ongoing, with five species identified so far. 
Centipedes- Large numbers of centipedes were also collected from pitfall buckets with between 5 to 52 individuals collected per mosaic. Sorting and identification of centipedes is underway. 

Plants- Plant identification from the spring pilot survey is continuing, and so far 92 perennial plant species have been identified.  The diameter at breast height of a total of 3,594 stems was recorded, giving important information on size class distribution at different times since fire. During autumn many soil samples have been collected, which will be used to study the soil seed bank. 

The habitat sampling method is currently being refined, based on the spring pilot surveys, in readiness for the winter habitat surveys which will commence in June.
FIELDWORK DATES HABITAT SURVEYS
4-8 June 
Central Murray-Sunset 
9-22 July
Central Murray-Sunset, Scotia, Tarawi, Danggali

6-19 Aug
Gluepot, Mallee Cliffs, Petro, Lethero

2-8 Sept
Billiatt, E Murray-Sunset, W Murray-Sunset, Hattah-Kulkyne 

If anyone is interested in joining us for any fieldwork trips please let us know, as we always appreciate having agency staff assistance! 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
A Mallee Fire Project workshop will be held in Melbourne on the 22nd June planned for Arthur Rylah Institute in Heidelberg, to give an overview and update of the project to date, as well as discussion of key analysis and modeling challenges facing the project. The workshop is open to all interested parties. Please advertise this date within your organisation.

There will also be a Mallee Fire Project workshop held in the Mildura region during the week of September 10-14th at the Mallee Research Station at Walpeup, to coincide with the annual gathering of the Victorian Fire and Environment Protection Officers. Further details to be provided soon. 

WEBSITE 

The Mallee Fire & Biodiversity Project website is now up and running and can be found at: www.zoo.latrobe.edu.au/Staff/mfc/mallee
The website has an outline of the project, latest news and events, fieldwork dates, links to all the partner agencies, volunteer information etc. 

GLUEPOT FIRE UPDATE

As most of you would be aware, bushfires burnt across a large area in the south-east of Gluepot Reserve last December. The fire burnt across approximately 50% of the vegetation within two of our mosaics, and stopped just within a third mosaic. The fire burnt drift fences at 15 pitfall lines but fortunately the pitfall buckets were not damaged, so new fences were erected during the summer sampling period. Four new pitfall lines were created to replace four of the burnt sites that were on fire boundaries. The bird survey points were also altered to keep proportions of fire age classes correctly stratified across fire-age class habitats, and moved if they were too close to fire boundaries. An extra round of spring sampling will take place this year, to compensate for the survey modifications for both the pitfall trapping and bird surveys. 
Considering the intensity and extent of the fire we were surprised to trap nine western pygmy possums in burnt sites, as well as other reptiles and mammals just three months post fire.  
GLUEPOT RESERVE EVENTS
Birds Australia’s Gluepot Reserve is a sponsor of the Mallee Fire & Biodiversity Project and would like to inform interested people of their Environmental Education Courses for 2007. Please find the brochure attached. 
THANK-YOU 
We are very grateful for the assistance with fieldwork, particularly from Parks Victoria, Department of Sustainability and Environment, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Lower Murray Darling CMA and Department of Environment and Conservation.

We are also very grateful for the continued support from the following agencies; Land and Water Australia, Mallee Catchment Management Authority, Department of Sustainability and Environment Vic, Parks Victoria, Department for Environment and Heritage SA, Lower Murray Darling Catchment Management Authority, Department of Environment and Conservation NSW, Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Birds Australia.
