Hi everyone,
Welcome to another addition of the Mallee Fire & Biodiversity Project newsletter.

Field Work
Since our last newsletter in May, the team has been very busy generating a robust method to survey the floristics and habitat characteristics at all of our 860 sites across the study region. This involved consideration of pilot data collected by botanist Sally Kenny, many animated discussions at team meetings over several months and careful testing of alternative methodologies in the field. We were greatly assisted in this task by two expert field botanists (David Cheal – DSE, and Neville Walsh - Victorian Herbarium) who joined us in the Murray-Sunset for a week in June, as we refined both our methodology and our botanical skills. Everyone’s commitment to generate an efficient method that would collect robust data on a landscape-scale is now bearing fruit. The team is now in the midst of the habitat surveys and well over half of the 860 sites have been completed, due in part to the wonderful support of undergraduate students from La Trobe and Deakin Universities. Once the team recovers from the habitat assessment surveys later this month, they will then begin preparations for the spring fauna surveys (see below).
Communication

During June, a project workshop was held at Arthur Rylah Institute in Melbourne. This was another successful workshop with a good attendance, including several interstate participants. This workshop gave an overview and update of the project to date, as well as discussion of key analysis and modeling challenges facing the project. Those present provided very valuable feedback and suggestions about various aspects of the project. Various team members have also been busy presenting seminars on the project at a range of scientific and agency gatherings in Canberra, Ballarat, Mildura and Melbourne.
There will also be a Mallee Fire Project Workshop and Field day held in the Mildura region during the week of September 12-13th at the Mallee Research Station at Walpeup, to coincide with the annual gathering of the Victorian Fire and Environment Program Officers. This will be an opportunity to bring people up to date with all aspects of the project’s progress, as well as participate in demonstrations in the field of the survey techniques we are using.  Please contact Kathryn Schneider (Parks Victoria, Mildura) regarding registration and accommodation by 7th Sept 2007 (03 5051 4651 or emailkschneid@parks.vic.gov.au) See attached flier for program details.
Spring surveys and call for volunteers
From mid-September until mid-December the team will be preoccupied with fauna (termites, birds, mammals and reptiles) and flora surveys across all the 28 mosaics located in Murray-Sunset, Scotia, Tarawi, Danggali, Gluepot, Mallee Cliffs, Petro, Lethero, Billiatt, and Hattah-Kulkyne 

If anyone is interested in joining us for any fieldwork trips please let us know, as we always appreciate having agency staff assistance!  Contact Lauren Brown (details below) for places and dates.
Staff news

Our project officer, Kate Callister is taking 6 months maternity leave, as of the 10th of August and will be returning in March 2008. We all wish Kate and Tim the very best. In Kate’s absence, Lauren Brown (03 9479 1876, lauren.brown@latrobe.edu.au ) will be the contact person for all field work arrangements and volunteers. Dr Mike Clarke (03 9479 2244, m.clarke@latrobe.edu.au) will be the contact for all other project matters.
Thank you
We are very grateful for the assistance with fieldwork, particularly from Parks Victoria, Department of Sustainability and Environment, Department for Environment and Heritage SA, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Lower Murray Darling CMA and Department of Environment and Conservation and Climate Change.

We are also very grateful for the continued support from the following agencies; Land and Water Australia, Mallee Catchment Management Authority, Department of Sustainability and Environment Vic, Parks Victoria, Department for Environment and Heritage SA, Lower Murray Darling Catchment Management Authority, Department of Environment and Conservation NSW, Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Birds Australia.
That’s all for the moment. Hope to see you all in Walpeup!

Mike Clarke and Andrew Bennett

