
Samantha Ryan 
It is my personal experiences within everyday, ordinary 
life that form the major stimulus for my studio practice. 
I believe that real life, ordinary and everyday situations 
are abundantly filled with material that an artist can
absorb and translate into a picture that is creative and
imaginative. 

Lachlan Wallin 

My art revolves around the notion of human perception and
how it can be manipulated by visual images. The paintings
represent large geometric forms placed in an amorphous
space. The geometric structures, once placed in a solid com-
position, create a sense of depth and cohesion. I challenge a
viewer’s perception by using elements of illusion, multiple
viewpoints and an ambiguous third dimension.

Riley Davison
Research Title- Piecemeal

Fiona Smith 
Research Title- The Extraordinary Ordinary

Martin Cook 
I have taken up the challenge of writing, illustrating and
designing a thirty-two page children’s book. Using a unique
style, contemporary technique, creative typography and
innovative design I intend creating a book worthy of being
published. My book is a story about what the life of a
grumpy old goat might be like.
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Neil Matterson
The Ephemeral Body-
In so many ways our bodies are soft and easily penetrable.
In so many ways we strive to protect them but in doing so 
we lose touch with the very process that marks our journey 
as humans.
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5Bree Falla 
Explorations of failing eco-systems and the mundane object-
Our home our life support the planet earth. The environment and 
the eco-systems that inhabit the surface, oceans, rivers and
atmosphere, are finely tuned to ensure the survival of all life 
forms that exist.   This body of work explores the use of natural
materials, ephemera, and the mundane object, tied together by 
the idea of the ever prevailing drought. 
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Valarie Robinson  

The dead baby image became important to me as
an entry into the lives of the Chaffey women, who
were bound by the iconic Rio Vista, Mildura’s his-
toric home. Memory and loss formed the basis of
my Honours proposal and exhibition at Mildura
Arts Centre in the front bedroom of the house.
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Natalie McMinn 

The TV has developed another ‘way of seeing’ and
allowed mankind to view the world from a ‘distance’, in
other words ‘seeing at a distance’. My research focuses
specifically on the TV as a functioning object that has
become a fundamental part of everyday living. 
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Jennifer Mathews 
My inspirations are:-
The behaviour of the Earth as it is terraformed into a
vessel to hold the water. The creation of a new entity
that uses the river without losing water. The new forms
the water takes. The indirect consequences of 
terraforma is the elusive shadows;  the reflections of 
the ripples. 

Lynette Mc Donald  
The Shadow is the distillation of a many shadows 
the exploration of my psyche, and the ever-growing 
shadow of global apocalypse. My installation, 
which uses industrial materials, reflects my fears 
for the environment, creating a world
without colour. 
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Elizabeth McIntyre  

PRESENCE
People’s possessions signify a presence and become a life
anthology. The absence of the object or the transference
from its original purpose to a vehicle for recall of an event
lessens its importance as a possession and heightens 
its worth as a catalyst for memories, meaning and 
significance.

Detail
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1. Martin Cook (Bendigo)
Fla-min-gone!, book page

2. Bree Falla (Bendigo)
Untitled

3. Neil Matterson (Bendigo)
Head in Cabinet, Oil on canvas

4. Natalie McMinn (Bendigo)
Untitled

5. Samantha Ryan (Bendigo)
Detail of works in studio

6. Fiona Smith (Bendigo)
One Sided Conversation, 
Acrylic on Canvas, 
74 x 107 cm

7. Lachlin Wallin (Bendigo)
Untitled

8. Riley Davison (Mildura)
Will Smith, Oil on cardboard

9.  Rosemary Hilton-Wood
(Mildura)
Swans and Tracks, Acrylic paint on
paper 700x100mm

10. Heather Hunt (Mildura)
Eyes of Flesh, Eyes of Fire : Lindz
(detail) 12” x 22.5” Glass, Vinyl, 
holographic paper, foam strip

11. Kym James (Mildura)
Journey Without You, Photography

12. Heather Lee (Mildura)
Bowling wind assisted, Photograph

13. Jennifer Mathews
(Mildura)
Water Screen

14. Lynette McDonald
(Mildura)
Untitled

15. Elizabeth McIntyre
(Mildura)
Baptism Glasses (detail)

16. Valerie Robinson
(Mildura)

Baby shell, white cotton fabric

LIST OF WORKS 

Foreword

To undertake an Honours year in visual arts or design 
is an act of high daring; the completion of a project of 
a scale manifested here in works of  ceramics,  illustration,
painting, installation, glass, sculpture, drawing, printmaking
and photography; representing an intensive year of studio
practice and critical reflection and the expansion of 
capabilities, intellect and talent.   Honours is the test 
and realisation of professional standing. Each student 
has undertaken a solo or joint exhibition outside the 
university. Each has published a survey of their field of
investigation and elucidation of their  production. 
They identify themselves with their work, achieving the 
heightened self awareness that is the focus of all learning;
in the words of William Butler Yeats ‘...not the filling of 
a pail, but the lighting of a fire.’.   

This year the experience was shared and negotiated, in
videoconferenced seminars, across the School’s two 
campuses in Bendigo and Mildura. Individuals  from the 
two groups meet physically for the first time at the opening
of this show and you will be impressed with their diversity
of age and character.  We are here together to celebrate 
their achievement - look, and let
them tell you about it!

James McArdle.

Honours Co-ordinator.
Head of School of 
Visual Arts and Design

This publication celebrates the  success of the 
School of Visual Arts and Design Honours students, 
based at the Bendigo & Mildura campuses, 2008.

Further information 
Both campuses-

Please contact:
School of Visual Arts and Design
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Bendigo Campus
Gate 8, Sharon Street
La Trobe University
Bendigo Victoria 3550
Telephone: 54447969
Email: visualarts@latrobe.edu.au

Fax: 5444 7953

Honours Coordinator:
James McArdle
Telephone: 5444 7208

B e n d i g o

M i l d u r a

S c h o o l  o f V i s u a l  A r t s  a n d  D e s i g n

Rosemary Hilton-Wood 

Kings Billabong: Myths and Facts.

The theme of these drawings is the life that is to be found
in the bushland along the Murray River and around Kings
Billabong in the Mildura area. 
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Kym James 
My work constructs the realities of dreams, bringing to life the
abstracted fantasy of expecting parents after the misfortune of
miscarriage, a life which remains locked away in the dreamer’s
mind merging the boundaries of reality and fantasy until the
dreamer can no longer tell the difference. Such invented realities
have been discussed in the work of Freud to which he refers 
as "Screen Memories" a mental creation, which manifest 
themselves as memories within the minds of individuals.

Heather Lee 
‘… a well-rolled cricket pitch came to signify colonization
as much as a Union Jack flying from the…flagpole.’
(Coleman and Edwards 2002: 22)

An exploration of the permeating influence of a colonial
heritage upon Australian society and the lives of three
Indigenous cricketers, Johnny Mullagh, Jack Marsh 
and Eddie Gilbert.
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Heather Hunt  
Noetics: intuitively exploring consciousness from the
matrix of philosophy, art, quantum physics and traditions
which informs my practice wherein factal (crystal) and
eye photographic images, imbued with spectral wash, 
signify transcendence. Psi stories  are given credence 
and noetic voice.
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