
Donna Bailey
The Footballers 
Bailey has photographed 18 boys from the 2005 Quarry Hill under 12s football team. Her inspiration came from watching the passion, 
commitment and zeal of her eleven-year-old son, Ned, and his team-mates as they played football during the winter of 2005. 
Although the ‘Quarry Hill Under 12s’ did not experience a victory for the entire season their sincerity, and dedicated approach to being 
footballers did not falter.

The Footballers addresses the theme of boyhood via a country junior league football team. These photographic works consider Australian 
football culture, camaraderie and resilience but equally, they offer a moving view of young masculinity, the innocence of youth, and the 
spiritedness of boys who are on the verge of shifting out of childhood.  
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