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Please do not print this form.  To complete the risk assessment checklist, save a blank copy to your computer and open the form in the free Adobe Reader software (version 9.0 or later).  This form is designed to assist you to determine the level of risk involved in your research project. It is recommended you begin with this form to help you determine your next step.
 
All projects involving low and above low risk research must be submitted through the Online Application Form
 
All projects involving negligible risk should be submitted via email to the appropriate College Human Ethics Sub-Committee (CHESC) (chesc.assc@latrobe.edu.au or chesc.she@latrobe.edu.au) using the Negligible Risk Application form. Please make sure you have read the Negligible Risk Guidelines and follow the submission instructions. 
 
Note to applicants:
The risk factors below may apply to the participants, the research team, the University or the wider community. In answering these questions, you should identify risks which exist prior to the application of any strategies to negate, minimise or manage these risk factors.
Section 1.  Risk Assessment Checklist 
1.1  Are any of the following topics directly under investigation in part or in whole?
1.1.1 Any disease or health problem 
1.1.1.1  Is the condition infectious?
1.1.1.2  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.1.3  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.2  Any psychological disorder, depression, mood states and/or anxiety 
1.1.2.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.2.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.3  Cultural issues that may be sensitive to a particular community
1.1.3.1  Does the research involve issues which for social justice, political, cultural or economic reasons are likely to be considered of significance to a particular community? 
1.1.3.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.4  Eating disorders 
1.1.4.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.4.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.5  Fertility 
1.1.5.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.5.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.6  Gambling 
1.1.6.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.6.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.7  Gender identity 
1.1.7.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.7.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.8  Grief, death or serious/traumatic loss 
1.1.8.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.8.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.9  Illicit drug taking 
1.1.9.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.9.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.10  Information or issues that may be sensitive to an individual
1.1.10.1  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.11  Parenting behaviour
1.1.11.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.11.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.12  Race or ethnic identity 
1.1.12.1  Does the research involve issues which for social justice, political, cultural or economic reasons are likely to be considered of significance to a particular community? 
1.1.13  Self report of criminal behaviour / illegal activity
1.1.13.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.13.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they  may have trouble managing? 
1.1.13.3  Could the research results or data if they became known, or reported to third parties, expose participants to potential civil, criminal or other proceedings?
1.1.14  Sexuality and sexual behaviour 
Please tick as appropriate
1.1.14.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.14.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they may have trouble managing? 
1.1.15  Substance abuse
1.1.15.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.15.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they  may have trouble managing? 
1.1.16  Suicide 
1.1.16.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.16.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they  may have trouble managing? 
1.1.17  Termination of pregnancy 
1.1.17.1  Does the research have the potential to reveal sensitive personal information about participants?
1.1.17.2  Does the research have the potential to generate negative/uncomfortable feelings in participants which they  may have trouble managing? 
1.1.18  Young people under the age of 18, except in a normal educational context involving standard procedures
1.2  Are any of the following procedures to be employed?   
1.2.1  Administration of drugs or placebos
1.2.2  Administration of ionising radiation 
1.2.3  Administration of physical stimulation
1.2.4  Audio or visual recording without consent
1.2.5  Collection of tissue / blood / body fluid / genetic material
1.2.6  Covert observation
1.2.6.1  Will there be direct interaction with participants, or recording of personal details or behaviour that could be considered invasive or lead to the identification of participants?
1.2.6.2  Is the observation occuring outside of standard educational settings or normal educational practices?
1.2.7  Deception of participants
1.2.7.1  Does the research involve deception beyond the use of low level concealment?
1.2.7.2  Does the research design involve any other significant risks to participants?
1.2.7.3  Is there a likelihood the research could affect participants adversely?
1.2.8  Invasive physical procedures / risk of physical injury
1.2.9  Physical exertion / risk of physical injury
1.2.10  Procedures inflicting pain
1.2.11  Psychological interventions or treatments
1.2.12  Substance abuse 
1.2.12.1  Beyond the use of third parties/agencies to recruit, does the research design involve any other significant risks to participants
1.2.13  Use of hazardous substance (e.g. carcinogens, teratogens, explosive materials)
1.2.14  Use of medical records where participants can be identified or linked
1.2.15  Use of microrganisms (e.g. bacteria, fungi)
1.2.16  Use of personal data obtained from Commonwealth or State Gov't Department/Agency 
1.2.17  Withholding from one group specific treatments or methods of learning, from which they may "benefit" (e.g. in medicine or teaching)
Do you consider any of the procedures selected above to be outside the parameters of normal clinical 
practice for your discipline?
1.3  External Obligations
1.3.1  Is the research being funded by an agency outside the University which requires Human Research Ethics Committee approval involving community representation?
By selecting “YES” to this question you are not eligible to apply for Expedited Review.  Please follow instructions at the top of 
this page for submitting an Online Application to the UHEC for full review.
Section 2.  Participant Vulnerability Assessment
2.1  Does the research specifically target participants from any of the following groups? 
2.1.1  Members of a socially identifiable group with special cultural or religious needs or political  vulnerabilities
2.1.1.1  Would the research expose participants to any risks or harm?
2.1.2  People able to be identified in any final report when specific consent for this has not been given
2.1.2.1  Would identification of participants, either directly or by inference, expose participants to risk or harm?
2.1.3  People highly dependent on medical care
2.1.3.1  Does the research have the potential to adversely affect a participant's need for medical care?
2.1.4  People in a workplace setting with the potential for coercion or problems of confidentiality (e.g. employer/ employee)
2.1.4.1  Does the research have the potential to expose people in the workplace to risk of compromise, coercion or lack of confidentiality?
2.1.5  People in a dependent or unequal relationship with the researchers (e.g. lecturer/student, doctor/patient, teacher/pupil, professional/client)
2.1.5.1  Could the unequal relationship compromise the voluntary nature of a participant's consent to participate, and/or the nature of their interaction and/or responses, and expose them to risk?
2.1.6  People not usually considered vulnerable but would be thought so in the context of the project
2.1.7  People unable to give free informed consent because of difficulties in understanding the Plain Language Statement or Information Sheet (e.g. language difficulties) 
2.1.8  People whose ability to give consent is impaired
2.1.9  People with a physical disability or vulnerability
2.1.10  People with existing relationships with the researcher (e.g. relative, friend, co-worker)
2.1.10.1  Does the existing relationship compromise in any way the participants' ability to give consent to participate or affect the nature of their interaction and responses?
2.1.11  Residents of a custodial institution
Section 3.  Research in Overseas Settings Assessment
3.1  Does the research involve any of the following?
3.1.1  Research being undertaken in a politically unstable area
3.1.2  Research in countries where criticism of government and institutions might put participants and/or researchers at risk
3.1.3  Research involving sensitive social / cultural / political / ethnic / religious issues
Section 4.   Risk Assessment Outcome
If you answered 'No' to all questions above, or  you answered 'Yes' to any items in the checklist above, but 'No' to the related sub-questions, then your research may be eligible for Negligible Risk review. 
 
Please review the Negligible Risk Guidelines and follow the submission requirements outlined on page 2.
If you answered 'Yes' to any items in the checklist that do not have sub-questions, or answered 'Yes' to several questions or sub-questions, the project would not normally be assessed as involving negligible risk.
 
Exception:  If you still believe that, due to the particular nature of the project or the participants, your proposal may still be of negligible risk, please provide details in section 4.1 below, and follow the submission requirements outlined on page 2 of the Negligible Risk Guidelines.
Please discuss the checklist with your supervisor if you are a student, or with the relevant College Human Ethics Officer (College of SHE  - 03 9479 3370; College of ASSC  - 03 9479 6012) , prior to submitting an application form. 
 
If you are ineligible for Negligible Risk review, please submit via the Online Application Form 
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