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HIGHER DEGREES BY RESEARCH MILESTONES, REPORTING AND CONFIRMATION OF CANDIDATURE POLICY
	Purpose/ objectives
	Support, monitor and manage higher degree by research students’ progress.

	Scope/ Application
	This policy applies to:
· All campuses
· All higher degrees by research: Doctor of Philosophy, professional doctorate by research and masters by research
· All students of the above degrees, their supervisors, Research Progress Panels, Postgraduate Coordinators, Heads of Schools; all other staff concerned with the administration, teaching and any other aspect of higher degrees by research, faculty higher degrees or research committees and the Higher Degrees Committee (Research) (HDC(R)).

	Policy Statement 
	The HDC(R) will determine standard milestones for higher degrees by research to assist students to manage their research and report their progress.
Full time higher degree by research students will report to their Research Progress Panel (RPP) at least twice a year. They will meet with their RPP at least once a year.
Part-time students reporting may be reduced to once a year.

For professional doctorate students a report and meeting may not be required until the student has completed the coursework required for the degree.
Having received the student’s annual report the RPP meeting will decide whether or not to recommend continuation of candidature. 

	Supporting Procedures
	Higher Degrees by Research Milestones, Reporting and Confirmation of Continuation of Candidature Procedures 
Appointment of Research Progress Panels Procedure

	Responsibility for implementation 
	Higher degrees by research students
Supervisors 

Research Progress Panels

Heads of Schools and Postgraduate Coordinators

Research Services

Higher Degrees Committee (Research)

	Responsibility for monitoring implementation and compliance
	Research Progress Panels

Heads of Schools and Postgraduate Coordinators

Faculty higher degrees or research committees

Research Services

Higher Degrees Committee (Research)

	Status  
	New policy.

	Key stakeholders
	DVC Research

PVC (Graduate Research)

Higher Degree Committee (Research)

Faculty higher degree or research committees

	Approval Body
	

	Initiating Body or person(s)
	Higher Degree Committee (Research) (204th meeting, 2 September, item 2.3)

	Definitions
	

	Related legislation
	Academic Progress Statute 2009

	Related Policy and other documents
	Research Progress Panels Policy

	Date Effective
	2010

	Next Review Date
	2014
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