La Trobe University

Research and Graduate Studies Committee
Animal Ethics Committee

AEC Requirements for Animal Records:  Experimental Animals
The AEC requires that all investigators maintain standard records concerning animal acquisition, maintenance and use.  The records may be kept on paper or computer spreadsheet in the format outlined below and must be available to the AEC on request. 

Chief Investigator:      
AEC Number:      
Reporting Period:      
Signature:      
Experimental Animals:

(N.B. - an experimental animal is one which is allocated to an AEC approved project and on which experimentation is conducted for research or teaching purposes.)

	Species
	Number


	Permit

Numbers 
	Acquisition
	Date of Acquisition
	Procedure(s)
	Fate
	Deaths
	Details
	Tissues

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Key:

AEC Number:

AEC approval number for species being used.

Permit Numbers:

Relevant scientific research permit(s) (DSE Wildlife Research Permit, DPI Fisheries Permit, National Parks Parks Vic Permit etc.), if applicable.

Acquisition:

Source of animal.

Date of Acquisition:
Self-explanatory.

Species:


Self-explanatory (where applicable, indicate strain).

Number:


Number of animals on the first working day of the month.

Procedure(s):

Procedural number, as identified on AEC approval form.

Fate:


At end of procedure, record what happened to the animal (returned to stock / released to wild / killed / transferred to other investigator / culled 
Deaths:


List all deaths that occurred during the reporting period.
Details:
List, where possible, the causes of deaths that occurred during the reporting period and supply autopsy reports and expert advise when appropriate.
Tissues:
If the animal is killed, indicate whether the tissues were destroyed or retained.  If tissues were retained, the records must reflect the ultimate use of these tissues (used by investigator/transferred to another named investigator/transferred to a tissue bank/destroyed/other).

Note:  Chief investigators are required by law to issue “prompt notification of any unexpected or adverse effects that impact on animal wellbeing” (Clause 3.1.12 of the Code) to the Animal Ethics Committee - this requirement should be construed to include all animal deaths.
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