
Errata and Addenda for the RCLT Newsletter 2009 
 
In putting together the list of members’ accomplishments in the RCLT Newsletter 2009 
(reporting achievements for 2008), certain items related to the activities of Professors R. 
M. W. Dixon and Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald were incomplete, incorrect, or 
unintentionally left out entirely. We apologise to Professors Aikhenvald and Dixon, and 
herewith correct those items: 
 
Errata: 
p. 10: The item about Professor Aikhenvald’s grammar of Manambu should have 
included the formal title, The Manambu Language of East Sepik, Papua New Guinea, and 
the names of the indigenous scholarly associates should have been given as Jacklyn 
Yuamali Ala and Pauline Agnes Luma Laki. The published volume is xxvi plus 702 
pages. 
 
p. 11: The production of Histórias Tariana by Professor Aikhenvald was in fact not in 
2008, but in an earlier year. 
 
 
Addenda: 
p. 8: We wish to include Professors R. M. W. Dixon and Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald in the 
list of people we are grateful to for donating books and journal issues to the RCLT Book 
Collection. 
 
p. 10: Professor Aikhenvald was elected an Honorary Member of the Linguistic Society 
of America in 2008 (the number of Honorary Members is limited to 60 by the LSA 
constitution; they are spread over 25 countries). Professor Aikhenvald is the youngest 
Honorary Member. 
 
p. 11: Professor Aikhenvald presented a number of lectures and plenary talks at 
universities in Australia, The Netherlands, Germany, and Russia in addition to being joint 
organiser of an international workshop in The Netherlands. 
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2008 was a year of transition for the RCLT. The most significant change was the 
departure of the founders of the Centre, Professor R. M. W. Dixon and Professor 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald. We are grateful to them for their contributions to the 
RCLT both as former directors of the Centre and as extraordinarily productive 
researchers in the areas of language description and linguistic typology. We are 
also grateful to Professor Roger Wales for keeping the RCLT going as Acting 
Director March-July 2008. At the request of the University and Professors Dixon 
and Aikhenvald, Professor Randy J. LaPolla took up the responsibilities of 
Director of the RCLT in July 2008, while also continuing in his role as Head of the 
Linguistics Program.  
 
Throughout these changes, staff in the RCLT and in the Linguistics Program have 
pulled together to ensure that the activities in both areas continue to run smoothly. 
Our membership includes visiting scholars, postdoctoral fellows, and postgraduate 
students. The level of interaction and activity at the RCLT in 2009 is a testament 
to the commitment of staff in both areas to continuing to develop a supportive 
culture of collegial interaction. The result is a wide range of regular high quality 
academic and social activities centred round our interests in language 
documentation and linguistic typology.   
 
Our academic activities include weekly discussion meetings (for keeping up with 
what we are all doing, deciding on RCLT activities, and for presenting and 
discussing problems of analysis), seminars and local workshops coordinated with 
the Linguistics Program, fortnightly Linguistics Classics Reading Group 
meetings, and monthly Language Workshops (day-long presentations on a 
particular language). Members have also organised special interest groups such as 
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Austronesian Languages in the Bismarck Islands (ALIBI), a special interest group 
for people working in the Bismarck Archipelago in Papua New Guinea. Members 
of the RCLT also plan and participate in annual conference activities; we are 
hosting the Australian Linguistic Society and co-hosting the International 
Pragmatics Association conferences in 2009.  An International Workshop on 
“The Shaping of Language” is planned for 2010.  
 
We have a number of regular social events with other linguists at La Trobe, such 
as the Friday Linguists’ Lunch, and occasional RCLT dinner nights. We also 
socialise with the linguistics community more broadly at events such as the 
Melbourne Linguistics Picnic, held 20 February 2009, and co-organised with 
linguists from Melbourne and Monash Universities.  
 
The RCLT is a success because of the large number of dedicated, high-calibre 
scholars who are able to gather here. It is unusual for linguists with an interest in 
language description and documentation to be able work so closely with a large 
number of other scholars who have similar concerns. The training for the 
postgraduate students is certainly enhanced by this arrangement. In fact, all of the 
work produced by members of the RCLT is enhanced by the level of peer 
interaction available here. This allows for the fluid exchange of ideas and ongoing 
feedback on our work. 
 
The RCLT was recently singled out for praise by the international Association for 
Linguistic Typology in its comments when granting the Georg von der 
Gabelentz Award for the best reference grammar written 2004–2008:  
 

It is also worthy of mention that four out of the five finalists [for the 
Award] were written, at least partially, at the Research Centre for 
Linguistic Typology at La Trobe University (Australia). The Centre, 
and La Trobe University, deserves a special commendation for its 
support of grammar-writing as a core scientific endeavour in our field.  
 

As the winner of the award, Carol Genetti, notes in the acknowledgements of her 
grammar (p. vi), “This book would never have been completed without the 
priceless opportunity to be in residence at the Research Centre for Linguistic 
Typology in Melbourne, Australia, where the majority of the manuscript was 
written and revised. In the entire world, there is not a better place to write a 
grammar than in that centre, surrounded by others with the same pursuit.” 
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Who'll be at RCLT in 2009 
Aside from Professor Randy J. LaPolla (Director), Ms Siew-Peng Condon 
(Executive Officer), and Ms Jo Taylor (Publications Assistant), we'll have the 
following scholars with us this year: 
 
Research Fellows 
— Dr. Gerd Jendraschek continues his three-year Charles La Trobe Research 
Fellowship. He will be continuing research on a comprehensive reference 
grammar of Iatmul (Gepma Kundi), a Ndu language from East Sepik Province, 
Papua New Guinea, and pursuing further fieldwork on Basque.   
— Dr. František Kratochvíl, on a three-year La Trobe University Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship, is working on Papuan languages spoken on the islands of 
Alor and Pantar, with a particular focus on Sawila.  He leaves us to take up a 
position at Hong Kong Baptist University later in the year and we wish him well. 
— Dr. Renée Lambert-Brétière, on a three-year Research Fellowship, will be 
finishing her contract with us working on a comprehensive reference grammar of 
Kwoma (Washkuk), a language of the Kwoma-Nukuma family from East Sepik 
Province, Papua New Guinea. 
— Dr. Stephen Morey, on a three-year fellowship from the Volkswagen Stiftung 
(DoBeS program), is working on the multidisciplinary project entitled ‘The 
Traditional Songs and Poetry of Upper Assam — a Multifaceted Linguistic and 
Ethnographic Documentation of the Tangsa, Tai and Singhpo Communities in 
Margherita, Northeast India.’  He is also polishing his grammar of the Turung 
language for publication. 
— Dr. Simon Overall, on a three-year La Trobe Postdoctoral Research 
Fellowship, is working on Jivaroan languages, with particular focus on Aguaruna 
and Huambisa.  He will also continue co-supervision of Rebecca Hanson’s PhD 
thesis. 
— Dr. Mark Post, on a three-year Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, is working 
on languages from the Tani subgroup of Tibeto-Burman in north-east India. 
— Dr. Yvonne Treis, on a three-year La Trobe University Postdoctoral Research 
Fellowship, is continuing research on a comprehensive reference grammar of 
Baskeet (Basketo), a previously undocumented Omotic language spoken in South 
Ethiopia. 
— Dr. Katerina Zombolou, on a three-year La Trobe University Postdoctoral 
Fellowship, continues her research on Greek spoken in Latin America. Greek in 
this area is a previously undocumented ethnodialect of the Greek language, and 
has been diminishing in vitality in recent years. The aim of the project is to 
document the linguistic changes occurring as compared to Greek spoken in Greece 
currently. 
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Visiting Fellows 
— Professor Masayoshi Shibatani, of Rice University, a leading authority on 
voice systems, Austronesian languages, and languages of Japan, was an IAS 
Distinguished Fellow based at RCLT between 1 September 2008 and 28 February 
2009. He worked on Austronesian voice systems, including passive and focus 
systems in eastern Indonesian languages. 
— Dr. Roberto Zavala, from Centro de Investigación y Estudios Superiores en 
Antroplogía Social, Unidad Sureste, will be a Visiting Fellow at RCLT from 
September 2009 – March 2010.  He will be working on grammatical changes that 
took place in Cholan (Mayan) due to language contact with Zoquean (Mixe-
Zoquean).  He also plans to write a paper on complementation in Olutec and 
Zoque (both of them Mixe-Zoquean languages). 
— Professor Willem de Reuse, from University of North Texas, Denton, will be 
a Visiting Fellow at RCLT from May – October 2009 and November –December 
2009.  He will be working on completing a scientific reference grammar of 
Western Apache.  It is planned to be a manuscript in the 600–800 page range.   
— Dr. Pilar Valenzuela, from Chapman University, Orange County, California, 
will be a Visiting Fellow at RCLT from June 2009 – July 2009.  She will be 
organizing a panel on South American languages for the ALS conference. 
— Professor Yongmin Shin, from Gyeongsang National University, Jinju, South-
Korea, will be a Visiting Fellow at RCLT in July and August 2009.  He will be 
working on a paper ‘Suffixal clause-linking in Korean on the subordination-
coordination continuum’ (co-authored with Dr. Gerd Jendraschek).  He also plans 
to organize a Language Workshop on Korean, and to present two public lectures 
during his stay at RCLT.  
— Dr. Alejandra Vidal, Associate Professor at Facultad de Humanidades, 
Universidad Nacional de Formosa, Argentina, will be with us from September – 
December 2009 working on the Pilagá (Guaykuruan) and Wichí (Mataco-
Mataguayan) languages. 
 
Honorary Visiting Fellows 
— Associate Professor John Hajek, of French, Italian and Spanish Studies at the 
University of Melbourne, will continue as an Honorary Visiting Fellow, working 
on language typology and on the languages of East Timor. 
—Professor Roger Wales, Emeritus Professor of the University, will continue as 
an Honorary Visiting Fellow. 
— Dr. David Bradley, will continue to work on the documentation and 
description of the Lisu language. 
— Dr. Tonya Stebbins is working on the typology and comparative studies of the 
non-Austronesian languages of the Gazelle Peninsula region of New Britain, 
Papua New Guinea. She is also working on the project The Baining languages: a 
window on the history of Island Melanesia with Dr. Sheena Van der Mark. 
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— Dr. Alec Coupe continues his work on the typology and description of Tibeto-
Burman and Indic languages of north-east India. He will be leaving us soon to take 
up a position at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. We wish him all 
the best.  
— Dr. Sheena Van Der Mark is working with Dr. Tonya Stebbins on her project 
The Baining languages: a window on the history of Island Melanesia.  Sheena also 
organises ALIBI – one of the new initiatives at RCLT, and is co-supervisor of 
Friedel Frowein’s PhD thesis. 
 
Honorary Research Fellows 
— Dr. David Fleck has returned to Peru after four years as a Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow at RCLT and has been appointed as an Honorary Research 
Fellow as he continues further work on Matses and other Panoan languages. He 
will also continue co-supervision of Roberto Zariquiey’s PhD thesis.  
— Dr. Birgit Hellwig has taken up her position as a Junior Professor at the 
Department of Linguistics at the University of Erfurt, Germany. She is continuing 
her research on Katla, a previously undocumented Kordofanian language of the 
Sudan, and is at the moment focusing on the documentation and analysis of its 
verbal system. She is also cooperating with Roger Wales (at RCLT) and Anna 
Margetts (at Monash) in developing a methodology aimed at investigating verb 
semantics from a cross-linguistic perspective.  Dr. Hellwig is also involved in co-
supervision of Roberto Zariquiey’s PhD thesis. 
 
PhD students 
— Rebecca Hanson is in the final stages of her comprehensive reference 
grammar of Piro (Yine), an Arawak language of Peru. 
— Seino van Breugel has submitted his PhD dissertation, a comprehensive 
reference grammar of Atong, a Tibeto-Burman language of India. 
— Rik De Busser has submitted his PhD dissertation, a comprehensive reference 
grammar of Takivatan Bunun, a poorly known Austronesian language of Taiwan.  
— Du Jingyi is working on a comprehensive grammar of Barok, a previously 
undescribed Oceanic language of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea. 
— Friedel Frowein is working on a comprehensive grammar of Siar, a poorly 
documented Oceanic language of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea. 
— Roberto Zariquiey Biondi is working on a comprehensive grammar of 
Kashibo-Kakataibo, a poorly documented Panoan language of Peru. 
— Chia-jung Pan is working on a comprehensive grammar of Lha’ahua, an 
Austronesian language of Taiwan. 
— Dionysios Mertyris is working on a comprehensive grammar of Kara, an 
Austronesian language of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea. 
— David Sangdong is working on a comprehensive grammar of Kanan, a Tibeto-
Burman language of western Myanmar. 
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Forthcoming events 
Australian Linguistic Society Conference 
RCLT, together with the Linguistics Program at La Trobe University, will be 
hosting the ALS2009 Conference from 9th July – 11th July, at the Hotel Ibis, 
Therry St, Melbourne and the La Trobe City Campus.  Three plenary speakers 
have been scheduled to present at the conference: Professor Anne Cutler from 
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Professor Alan Dench from 
University of Western Australia and Dr. Alex François from LACITO, CNRS.  
For more information on the conference please see  
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/rclt/ALS2009.htm.  
 

Local Typology Workshop  
A local Workshop on Transitivity meets fortnightly, on Thursdays from 3.30 – 
5.00 pm. At the first meeting (21 August 2008), Randy LaPolla presented a paper 
‘Questions on transitivity’. At subsequent meetings, speakers will each give a 
presentation on transitivity in a language on which they have specialised 
knowledge. At the end, we will attempt to put forward appropriate inductive 
generalisations. So far, we have discussed Basque, Greek, Quechua, Tagalog, and 
Dutch. All linguists from the Melbourne area (or from elsewhere) are warmly 
invited to take part in this and all other workshops and seminars at RCLT. See 
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/rclt/localworkshop.htm for the schedule. 
 

International Workshop in 2010 
A Workshop is being planned for July 2010 on the topic The Shaping of 
Language: Relationships between the Structures of Languages and their Social, 
Cultural, Historical, and Natural Environments.  More information will be posted 
on our website as details are confirmed. 
 

New initiatives at RCLT 
Language Workshops 
We are pleased to announce the RCLT Language Workshops and invite all 
interested to attend. These are one-day workshops on one language each time. 
Every workshop covers the sociolinguistic situation (speakers, regional and 
diachronic variation, multilingualism and language contact, etc.), the typological 
profile (outstanding features in the phonology, morphology, syntax, etc.), and 
basic conversational practice (what to say when meeting someone for the first 
time). Every workshop lasts one day from 10am to 4:30pm. The workshops take 
place roughly every fourth Friday (commenced 13 February with “Basque”, 
presented by Dr. Gerd Jendraschek). For more details and a full list of the 
Workshops held or planned please see 
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/rclt/languageworkshops.htm. 
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Austronesian Languages in the Bismarck Islands (ALIBI) 
We are also pleased to announce the formation of ALIBI - a special interest group 
for those working on languages of the Bismarck Archipelago (New Britain and 
New Ireland) in Papua New Guinea. All of the members are doing work on a 
language from the Meso-Melanesian Cluster. We meet fortnightly on Monday 
afternoons at 2:00 pm in the RCLT Reading Room (commenced 9th February). 
Meetings generally consist of short, informal presentations by each participant on 
an agreed upon topic, followed by snacks and a general discussion about what we 
are currently working on. Anyone interested in attending is welcome. For further 
information, or to inquire about our scheduled topics, please email Sheena Van 
Der Mark at s.vandermark@latrobe.edu.au. 
 

Linguistics Classics Reading Group 
This newly formed reading group is open to all RCLT members and meets every 
fortnight (commenced 6 February) to discuss assigned readings from the 
linguistics literature. 
 

RCLT Advisory Committee 
The Advisory Committee met on Thursday 6th February 2009. The membership was 
as follows: 
 Professor Tim Brown, DVC (Research), Chair 
 Professor Randy J. LaPolla, Director 
 Professor David de Vaus, Dean, FHUSS (Apology) 
 Professor Roger Wales, University representative 
 Professor Malcolm Rimmer, University representative, non FHUSS 
 Professor Kate Burridge, external representative 

Professor John Hajek, external representative 
 Dr. Simon Overall, research staff representative 
 Roberto Zariquiey, student representative 
 
At the meeting, the Committee recorded its thanks to Professor R.M.W. Dixon and 
Professor Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald for their pioneering work in setting up such an 
inspirational and intellectual unit as RCLT. 
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RCLT Executive Committee 
As stipulated in the RCLT constitution, an Executive Committee was formed 
which meets fortnightly.  The role of the Executive Committee is to assist the 
Director in managing the day-to-day functioning and administration of RCLT; 
administering the funds available to the RCLT and preparing the annual report of 
RCLT and other relevant reports.   
In 2008–9, we would like to acknowledge the following for their service on the 
Executive Committee and thank them for their contributions: 
 Dr. Gerd Jendrashcek 
 Dr. Stephen Morey 
 Dr. Simon Overall  

Dr. Cindy Schneider 
 Rik de Busser 
 Seino van Breugel  
 Roberto Zariquiey 
 

Book Collection 
We have a useful and growing collection of monographs — predominantly 
grammars of languages and good-quality works on typology, language contact, 
etc.  In all, we now have about 1,790 volumes. 
 
We are grateful to scholars who donated books recently: Nitish Kumar Rai, 
Robert Mailhammer, Birgit Hellwig, Guy Deutscher, Gerd Jendraschek, 
Renée Lambert-Brétière, Barry Blake, Yvonne Treis, Seino van Breugel, 
Frantisek Kratochvil, Virginia Yip and Stpehen Mattews, Jackson T.S. Sun, 
Kazuyuki Kiryu, Stephen Morey, Mark Post, Roberto Zariquiey, Stephen 
Morey, Elizabeth Zeitoun, John Hajek, Anna Margetts, I Gede Marsaja, 
David Holm and the LIAMES publishing house. We welcome further donations 
of relevant volumes.  All are welcome to make use of this collection, but note that 
volumes may not be taken out of the building.  
 

Thinking of visiting RCLT? 
Everyone at RCLT has written (or is writing) a grammar of a language, and many 
of us are working on linguistic typology. We welcome enquiries from similarly 
oriented scholars (from Australia or from overseas) who would like to consider 
spending a sabbatical at RCLT. We can provide a room and a computer, plus an 
intellectual ambience of the highest order. 
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Report on RCLT activities during 2008 
Following is a list of contract staff, students and visitors who were at RCLT in 
2008 and the language(s) they worked on: 
PhD students 
Rik de Busser – Takivatan Bunun, Taiwan 
Jingyi Du – Barok, New Ireland Province, PNG 
Friedel Frowein – Siar, New Ireland Province, PNG 
Rebecca Hanson – Yine, Peru 
Dionysios Mertyris – Kara, New Ireland Province, PNG 
Chia-jung Pan – Lha’alua (Saaroa), Taiwan 
Seino Van Breugel – Atong, Meghalaya, India – Submitted December 2008 
Roberto Zariquiey – Kashibo-Kakataibo, Peru 
 

Postdoctoral Research Fellows 
Dr. Rosemary Beam de Azcona – Southern Zapotec, Mexico 
Dr. David Fleck – Panoan languages, Peru 
Dr. Birgit Hellwig – Katla, Sudan 
Dr. Gerd Jendraschek – Iatmul, East Sepik Province, PNG 
Dr. Frantisek Kratochvil – Sawila, Eastern Indonesia 
Dr. Renee Lambert-Bretiere – Kwoma, East Sepik Province, PNG 
Dr. Stephen Morey – Singpho, Tai & Tangsa, India. Kulin languages; Australia 
Dr. Simon Overall – Jivaroan language family, Peru 
Dr. Mark Post – Tani languages, Arunachal Pradesh, India 
Dr. Cindy Schneider – Kairak, East New Britain Province, PNG 
Dr. Yvonne Treis – Baskeeto, Ethiopia 
Dr. Georgios Tserdanelis – Greek in Australia 
Dr. Katerina Zombolou – Greek in Latin America 
 
Visiting Fellows  
Prof. Willem Adelaar; April – July 
Dr. Anna Bugaeva; Dec 07 – March 08 
Prof. Yaron Matras; June 07 – Jan 08 
Prof. Peter Trudgill; Feb – March 
Prof. Masayoshi Shibatani; Sep 08 – Feb 09 
Prof. Jackson Sun; March – May 
 
Honorary Fellows 
Prof. John Hajek 
Dr. David Bradley 
Dr. Alec Coupe 
Dr. Tonya Stebbins 
Dr. Sheena Van Der Mark 
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A fine warm sunny Friday afternoon in February 2009 saw a gathering of linguists 
from all over Melbourne at the Carlton Gardens, just behind the museum, for the 
Inaugural Linguistics Picnic.  Lots of nice food was brought and shared, and it 
was a chance to launch a new year of profitable contacts among us all. Students, 
post-docs and staff from each of Melbourne, Monash and La Trobe University 
were all there, including a good contingent of RCLT members. 
 
The Third International Conference of the North East Indian Linguistics 
Society (NEILS) — organised by Mark Post and Stephen Morey, both from 
RCLT, and Jyotiprakash Tamuli, Head of the Department of Linguistics at Guahati 
University — was held between 18 and 22 January 2008. This was a resounding 
success, the conference being attended by more than 100 participants from across 
India and abroad. The proceedings of the previous NEILS conferences held in 
2006 and 2007 have been published by Cambridge University Press (India). The 
proceedings of the Third conference (co-edited by Mark Post, Stephen Morey and 
Gwendolyn Lowes of the University of Oregon) will be submitted for publication 
shortly.  
 
On 19th December 2008, Professor Masayoshi (Matt) Shibatani organised a one-
day workshop, Compound verbs in the Indo-Turanian linguistic area, with 
Prashant Pardeshi and Peter Hook, Kazuyuki Kiryu, Miki Nishioka, Sung-
Yeo Chung.  It was an interesting and full day with six papers presented. 
 
A major achievement this year for Professor Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald was the 
publication by Oxford University Press of a comprehensive grammar of 
Manambu, a language from the Ndu family in the Sepik region of Papua New 
Guinea. The 1200 page typescript is based on immersion fieldwork in the village 
of Avatip, and was written with the assistance of language speakers Pauline Laki 
and Yuamali Jacklyn Benji Ala.   
 
Two books published in hardcover in 2006 were reissued in paperback in 2008: 
Complementation: a cross-linguistic typology, Dixon and Aikhenvald (eds) 
Grammars in Contact: a cross-linguistic typology, Aikhenvald and Dixon (eds).  
 
During the year, other than our own members and visitors, we also had the honour 
of having external speakers present at our weekly seminars and workshops.  
Among them were: Dr. Ruth Singer (University of Melbourne) and Dr. Rachael 
Nordlinger (University of Melbourne). 
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Members’ Achievements and  
Interaction with the Wider Linguistics Community 
In addition to the usual weekly local seminar presentations and fieldwork trips that 
our members undertake each year, this section highlights some of the individual 
achievements and international collaboration that took place in 2008. 
 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald 

- Published and distributed Historias Tariana, a mimeographed collection of 
Tariana stories for the community use. Iauarete: Amazonas. 

 
Gerd Jendraschek 

– Was a Visiting Fellow at Gyeongsang National University: Department of 
German Language and Literature; South Korea. April–May 2008. (Teaching 
assistant for courses ‘Introduction to German’ and ‘German phonology’). 
– Published and distributed the first edition of Iatmul stories. Gepmakudiba 
buchelija wapuchapuk : a collection of 38 transcribed Iatmul stories and songs, 
with translation into English, 125 pages. 

Presentations: 
‘Lexical innovation in Iatmul: From bitter water in a coconut shell to a glass of 
beer’. University of Queensland, Brisbane (Australia), 30 September 2008. 
(Invited public lecture). 
‘The vowel system of Iatmul: Emerging phonemes and unexpected contrasts’. 
2nd Sydney Papuanists’ Workshop 2008. University of Sydney, Sydney 
(Australia), 29 June 2008. 

 
Renée Lambert-Brétière  

– Was awarded $5000 in May 2008 from the La Trobe Publications Committee 
for the publication of her thesis with Peeters Publishers. 

Presentations: 
The Grammaticalization of the Verb WO 'to say' in Kwoma, 2nd Sydney 
Papuanists' Workshop, University of Sydney, June 28–29, 2008. 
Was invited by Prof. Claire Lefebvre of the Department of Linguistics at 
University of Quebec in Montreal from 29 May to 12 June 2008: 

a. to work on a project "The status of 'sentence' in language typology";  
b. to give two conference presentations:  
‘Les propositions récapitulatives en kwoma’, 2 June 2008  
‘La grammaticalisation du verbe wo 'dire' en kwoma’, 9 June 2008  
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Stephen Morey 
– Acted as co-supervisor to Seino Van Breugel on the final stages of his PhD 
dissertation. 
– Produced and distributed to the community the first draft of Tai Ahom 
Dictionary, based on manuscripts. 
– Was joint Editor with Tonya Stebbins and Myfany Turpin (University of 
Queensland) of a special issue of the Australian Journal of Linguistics on 
Language in Song for publication in late 2009. 
– Worked with Luise Hercus, Barry Blake and Ted Ryan on a grammar of the 
Mathi Mathi group of languages of North West Victoria and South West NSW 
(for submission to publisher in late 2009). 
– Turung – a variety of the Singpho language spoken in Assam accepted for 
publication by Pacific Linguistics. 

Presentations: 
Workshop presentations at Gauhati University (on linguistic analysis) and at 
Melbourne University (on traditional music in Upper Assam). 

 
Mark Post 

– Convened an invited workshop series entitled Fieldwork methodology: The 
Tani languages of North-East India. Jawahar Lal Nehru University, Delhi, 
India.     
– Together with Dr. Stephen Morey, applied for and was awarded an ARC 
South Asia Node Project Grant on behalf of NEILS. 
– Worked together with the Galo community of Arunachal Pradesh to achieve 
state-level recognition of Galo language and its introduction in schools.  
Materials will include three textbooks, an orthography primer and a 487-page 
dictionary, which have been distributed to district schools free of charge.   
– Wrote front-page articles in NE India local newspaper to promote awareness 
of issues related to endangered languages: “Many Arunachali languages may 
indeed die within our lifetimes.” Arunachal Times, 26 November, 2008: 1, 3; 
“The study, teaching and preservation of languages in Arunachal Pradesh.” 
Arunachal Times, 1 August, 2008: 1, 3.  

Presentations: 
‘Fieldwork-based description of North-East Indian languages.’ Seminar 
presentation, Tezpur University, Tezpur, Assam, IN, November 28, 2008. 
‘North East Indian linguistics: Present state and future prospects.’ Seminar 
presentation, Lakhimpur College, Lakhimpur, Assam, IN, September 8, 2008.  
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‘Adjectives in Mainland South-East Asian languages: What do they teach us 
about the nature, identification and universality of word classes?’ Seminar 
presentation, Department of Linguistics, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, 
TH, June 24, 2008. 
‘The language, culture, environment and origins of Proto-Tani speakers: What 
is knowable, and what is not (yet).’ Paper presented at the International 
Conference on Origins and Migrations among Tibeto-Burman Speakers of the 
Extended Eastern Himalaya, Humboldt University, Berlin, DE, May 23–25, 
2008.  
‘Nominalization-based constructions in Tibeto-Burman: Synchronic and 
diachronic perspectives.’ Seminar presentation, Max Planck Institute for 
Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, NL, May 16, 2008. 
‘Tyranny of the trochee: The phonology and grammar of Galo ‘words’.’ 
Seminar presentation, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, LACITO, 
Paris, May 13, 2008. 
‘Language and the cultural history of central Arunachal Pradesh.’ Paper 
presented at the Asian Borderlands Research Network Conference, Indian 
Institute of Technology, Guwahati, Assam, IN, January 16–18, 2008.  

 
Katerina Zombolou 

Presentations: 
‘The Greek Verb Lexicon’, for the 9th Biennial Conference, Multidisciplinary 
Approaches to Greek Studies, La Trobe University, Melbourne, December 
2008. 
 
 
 

 

 

If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 
that goes to his head. 

If you talk to him in his language, 
that goes to his heart. 

Nelson Mandela 
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Publications 
This is a selected list of books, book chapters and journal articles (members of the 
Research Centre also put out a number of scholarly reviews). We list items 
published in 2008 and also items accepted for publication which are ‘in press’. 
The list covers publications by present and past members of RCLT, based on work 
done while they were at the Research Centre. 
 

ALEXANDRA Y. AIKHENVALD 
2008. The Manambu language from East Sepik, Papua New Guinea. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 
2008. Multilingual imperatives: elaboration of a category in north-west Amazonia. 

International Journal of American Linguistics 74.2: 189–225. 
2008. Versatile cases. Journal of Linguistics 44.3: 565–603. 
2008. Semi-direct speech: Manambu and beyond. Language Sciences 30: 383–442. 
2008. Information source and evidentiality: what can we conclude? Rivista di Linguistica 

19:1, Special issue on Evidentiality between lexicon and grammar, edited by Mario 
Squartini, 209–227. 

In Press. Imperatives and commands. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
In Press. Multilingual fieldwork, and emergent grammars. To appear in Proceedings of 

the 33rd Annual Meeting of Berkeley Linguistics Society.  

ALEXANDRA Y. AIKHENVALD and R. M. W. DIXON 
2008. (eds). Grammars in Contact: a cross-linguistic typology (Explorations in linguistic 

typology, Volume 4). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 355 pp.  Hardback edition 
2006, paperback issued 2008. 

In Press. Explaining associations between intransitive subject (S) and transitive object 
(O). Accepted for publication in Word. 

JOSÉ RAMÓN ÁLVAREZ GONZÁLEZ [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
In Press. Presentación, transcripción y análisis morfológico del texto cumanagoto de la 

Doctrina Christiana de Fray Antonio Caulín. To appear in Opción. 
In Press. Análisis lingüístico del texto cumanagoto del Rezo Cotidiano en Lengua 

Cumanagota de Fray Diego de Tapia. To appear in Boletín de Lingüística. 
In Press. Estudio preliminar de la morfología y la sintaxis de la lengua cumanagota. To 

appear in Lingua Americana. Maracaibo, Venezuela: Universidad del Zulia. 

AZEB AMHA [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
2008. Gender distinction and affirmative copula clauses in Zargulla. In John D. Bengston 

(ed.) In Hot Pursuit of Language in Prehistory: Essays in the four fields of 
anthropology. In honour of Harold Crane Fleming, 39–48. Amsterdam and 
Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 
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PETER BAKKER [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2005] 
2008. Pidgins versus creoles and pidgin creoles. In Silvia Kouwenberg and John Victor 

Singler (eds). Handbook of Pidgin and Creole Studies, 130–157. Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell.  

In Press. Codeswitching and intertwining: grammatical contrasts in mixture in identical 
language pairs. Accepted by International Journal of Bilingualism. 

ROSEMARY BEAM DE AZCONA 
In Press. Southern Zapotec toponyms. To appear in Brook Lillehaugen and Aaron 

Sonnenschein (eds). The Expression of Location in Zapotecan Languages. 
In Press. Un estudio comparativo de los tonos del zapoteco sureño. To appear in A. 

deAvila, A. López Cruz, V. Marcial and M. Swanton (eds). Memorias del 
Coloquio Francisco Belmar: Las lenguas otomangues y oaxaqueñas ante el siglo 
XXI. Oaxaca: Fondo Editorial IEEPO. 

In Press (2009). Problems in Zapotec tone reconstruction. To appear in Proceedings of 
the 33rd Annual meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society. 

In Press. A Grammar of Coatec Zapotec. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

ANNA BUGAEVA [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007–2008] 
2008. Speech report constructions in Ainu. In Edward J. Vajda (ed.) Subordination and 

Coordination Strategies in North Asian Languages. Current Issues in Linguistic 
Theory 300, 17–29. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

2008. Reported Discourse and Logophoricity in Southern Hokkaido Dialects of Ainu. 
Gengo Kenkyu. Linguistic Society of Japan Journal 133: 31–75. 

KATE BURRIDGE  
In Press. Further Observations on the Tangled History of the English Language. ABC 

Books. 

HILARY CHAPPELL [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 1998 AND 2001–2002] 
2008. Variation in the grammaticalization of complementizers from verba dicendi in 

Sinitic languages, Linguistic Typology 21:1, 44–98. 
In Press (with L. Sagart). Le Hakka. To appear in D. Kouloughli and A. Peyraube (eds). 

Encyclopédie des Sciences du Langage: Dictionnaire des langues. Paris: Presses 
Universitaire de France. 

In Press (with C. Lien). Le Min. To appear in D. Kouloughli and A. Peyraube (eds). 
Encyclopédie des Sciences du Langage: Dictionnaire des langues. Paris: Presses 
Universitaire de France. 

BERNARD COMRIE [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
2008. Languages, genes, and prehistory, with special reference to Europe. In Bernard Laks, 

Serge Cleuziou, Jean-Paul Demoule and Pierre Encrevé (eds). Origin and 
Evolution of Languages: Approaches, Models, Paradigms, 40–62. London: 
Equinox.  
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ALEC COUPE (MEMBER OF RCLT 2000–2004 AND 2008–2009) 
2008. (ed.) Special issue on nominalization in Tibeto-Burman, Linguistics of the Tibeto-

Burman Area 31.2. 
2008. Carol Genetti, —, Ellen Bartee, Kristine Hildebrandt and You-Jing Lin. Syntactic 

Aspects of Nominalization in Five Tibeto-Burman Languages of the Himalayan 
Area. Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 31.2: 97–143. 

ÉVA ÁGNES CSATÓ [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2001] 
In Press. (ed.) (with Lars Johanson, András Róna-Tas, and Bo Utas) Turco-Iranica: 

Language and History. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. 

EVE DANZIGER [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2003] 
In Press. Deixis, Gesture and Spatial Frame of Reference. To appear in Studies in 

Language. 

GUY DEUTSCHER [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
In Press. Overall complexity: a wild goose chase? To appear in G. Sampson, D. Gil and 

P. Trudgill (eds). Language complexity as an evolving variable. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press 

STEFAN DIENST  
In Press. Portuguese influence on Kulina. To appear in Thomas Stolz, Dik Bakker, and 

Rosa Salas Palomo (eds). Aspects of language contact. New theoretical, 
methodological and empirical findings with special focus on Romancisation 
processes, 289–299. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.  

In Press. The internal classification of the Arawan languages. LIAMES (Línguas 
Indígenas Americanas) 08.  

In Press. Why Kulina doesn’t have an antipassive. Amerindia 32. 

ANTHONY DILLER [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2003] 
2008. —, Jerold A. Edmondson and Y. Luo (eds). The Tai-Kadai Languages. London: 

Routledge. 
2008. Resources for Thai Language Research. In Anthony Diller, Jerold A. Edmondson 

and Y. Luo (eds), 31–82. 
2008. Mountains, rivers or seas? Ecology and language history in Southeast Asia. In 

Wilaiwan Khanittanan, and Paul Sidwell (eds). SEALS XIV: Papers from the 14th 
annual meeting of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society 2004 Volume 1, 93–105. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. (electronic publication, available at 
http://pacling.anu.edu.au/catalogue/SEALSXIV_Vol1.pdf).  

In Press. Thai. To appear in  K. Versteegh (ed.) Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and 
Linguistics, subsection Loanwords. Leiden: Brill. 
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GERRIT DIMMENDAAL [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2006] 
In Press (2009). (ed.) Coding Participant Marking: Construction Types in Twelve African 

Languages. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
In Press. Introduction, pp. 1–19 of above. 
In Press. Tama, pp 294–327 of above. 
In Press. Tima, pp.328–48.of above. 
In Press. On the origin of ergativity in Tima. To appear in F. Floricic and S. Patri (eds). 

Essais de Linguistique Générale et de Typologie Linguistique offerts à Denis 
Creissels. Paris: Presses de l’École Normale Supérieure 

R. M. W. DIXON 
2008. Deriving verbs in English. Language Sciences 30.1: 31–52. 
2008. Australian Aboriginal words in dictionaries — A history. International Journal of 

Lexicography 21.2: 129–152. 
2008. Comparative constructions: a cross-linguistic typology. Studies in Language 32: 

787–817. 
2008. ‘Twice’ and constituency. Studia Anglica Posnaniensia 44.2: 193–202. 

R. M. W. DIXON AND ALEXANDRA Y. AIKHENVALD 
2008. Editors of Complementation: a cross-linguistic typology (Explorations in linguistic 

typology, Volume 3). Oxford: Oxford University Press. xvi, 288 pp. Hardback 
edition 2006, paperback issued  2008. 

DAVID FLECK 
2008. Coreferential Fourth-Person Pronouns in Matses. International Journal of 

American Linguistics 74.3: 279–312. 
2008. Sugerencias metodológicas para realizar trabajo de campo lingüístico en la 

Amazonía. Lexis (Lima, Peru), 32.2:251–280. 
In Press. Did the Kulinas become the Marubos?: A linguistic and ethnohistorical 

investigation. To appear in Tipití, Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of 
Lowland South America. 

In Press. Ergativity in the Mayoruna subgroup of the Panoan family. In F. Queixalós and 
Spike Gildea (eds). Ergativity in Amazonia. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

In Press. A Grammar of Matses, a Panoan Language of Western Amazonia. Berlin: 
Mouton de Gruyter. 

In Press. Diccionario Matsés-Castellano. Lima: Centro Amazónico de Antropología y 
Aplicación Práctica. 

In Press (with Voss, Robert S.) Mammalian diversity and Matses ethnomammalogy in the 
Javari-Ucayali interfluve of northeastern Peru, part I: primates. To appear in 
Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History. 
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ZYGMUNT FRAJZYNGIER [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2003] 
2008. A Grammar of Gidar. Frankfurt: Peter Lang. 

VICTOR FRIEDMAN [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
2008. Macedonian Dialectology and Eurology: Areal and Typological Perspectives. 

Sprachtypologie und Universalienforschung 61.2: 139–146. 
2008. Balkan Object Reduplication in Areal and Dialectological Perspective. In Dalina 

Kallulli and Liliane Tasmowski (eds). Clitic Doubling in Balkan Languages, 25–
63. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

2008. Balkan Languages and the Challenge of EU Integration: Minorities as Majorities 
and Majorities as Minorities. In Marushiakova, Elena (ed.) Dynamics of National 
Identity and Transnational Identities in the Process of European Integration, 362–
375. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

In Press. (with Brian Joseph). The Balkan Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

CAROL GENETTI [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2002, 2004, 2005 AND 2006] 
2008. A note on the history of adjectival verbs in Newar. Bulletin of the School of 

Oriental and African Studies 71.3: 475–492. 
2008. —, Alec Coupe, Ellen Bartee, Kristine Hildebrandt and You-Jing Lin. Syntactic 

Aspects of Nominalization in Five Tibeto-Burman Languages of the Himalayan 
Area. Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 31.2: 97–143. 

ANTHONY GRANT [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
In Press (2009). Admixture, structural transmission, creolisation and complexity. To 

appear in Nicholas Faraclas and Thomas Klein (eds). Simplicity and Complexity in 
Creoles and Pidgins. London: Battlebridge. 

In Press. Contact, complexification and change in Mindanao Chabacano. To appear in 
Enoch Olade Aboh and Norval Smith (eds). Complex processes in new languages. 
Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins 

In Press. Processes of grammaticalisation and borrowing the unborrowable: contact-
induced change and the integration and grammaticalisation of borrowed terms for 
core grammatical concepts. To appear in Björn Wiemer, Bernhard Wälchli, and 
Björn Hansen (eds). Grammaticalization and language contact. Berlin: Mouton de 
Gruyter. 

ANTOINE GUILLAUME 
2008. A grammar of Cavineña. Berlin and  New York, Mouton de Gruyter. 
In Press. How ergative is Cavineña?. To appear in S. Gildea and F. Queixalós (eds). 

Ergativity in Amazonia. Amsterdam, John Benjamin. 
In Press. Les suffixes verbaux de ‘mouvement associé’ en cavineña. Cahiers de 

Linguistique de l’INALCO (nouvelle formule). 
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DAVID HOLM [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
2008. The Old Zhuang script. In Anthony Diller and Jerrold A. Edmondson (eds). The 

Tai Kadai Languages, 415–428. London: Routledge. 

OLIVER IGGESEN 
2008. Asymmetry in case-marking: nominal vs. pronominal systems. In Andrej 

Malchukov (ed.) The Handbook of Case, .Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

NERIDA JARKEY [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
In Press (2009). Cotemporal Serial Verb Constructions in White Hmong. To appear in M. 

Amberber, B. Baker, and M. Harvey (eds). Complex Predicates: A cross-linguistic 
perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

GERD JENDRASCHEK 
In Press. Clause linkage in a language without coordination: the adjoined clause in 

Iatmul. To appear in Yoko Nishina, Yong Min Shin, Stavros Skopeteas and 
Elizabeth Verhoeven (eds). Issues in functional-typological linguistics and 
language theory. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.  

LARS JOHANSON [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2001] 
In Press.Türkçe dil ilikilerinde yapısal etkenler [Turkish translation of Strukturelle 

Faktoren in türkischen Sprachkontakten]. Ankara. 

BRIAN D. JOSEPH [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2001 AND 2006] 
In Press (with Victor Friedman). The Balkan Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

FRANTIŠEK KRATOCHVÍL 
In Press. Discourse-structuring functions of Abui demonstratives. In F.-H. Yap (ed.) 

Nominalizers with and without Copulas in East Asian and neighbouring 
languages. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

RENÉE LAMBERT-BRÉTIÈRE 
In Press. Les constructions sérielles en fon: approches typologiques. Leuven and Paris: 

Peeters. 
In Press. Faut-il reconnaître une classe d’adjectifs en fon?. Cahiers de linguistique de 

l’INALCO (nouvelle formule). 
In Press. F. Floricic and R. Lambert-Brétière (eds). La négation et les enoncés non 

susceptibles d’être niés. Paris: Éditions du CNRS. 
In Press. Séries verbales: le critère de la négation revisité. In above. 
In Press. ‘L’expression de la séquentialité en fon’. In F. Floricic and S. Patri (eds). Essais 

de Linguistique Générale et de Typologie Linguistique offerts à Denis Creissels. 
Paris: Presses de l’École Normale Supérieure. 
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RANDY LAPOLLA 
2008. Nominalization in Rawang. Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 31.2: 45–65. 
2008. Relative Clause Structures in the Rawang Language. Journal of Language and 

Linguistics 9.4: 797–812. 
2008. Language Contact and Language Change in the History of the Sino-Tibetan 

Languages. In Academic Steering Committee of the Beijing Forum (eds). The 
harmony of civilizations and prosperity for all: diversity in the development of 
human civilizations, 144–162. Beijing: Peking University Press.  

YOLANDA LASTRA [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
2008. ‘Las cláusulas subordinadas en chichimeco’. In Paul Schmidt (ed.) Tributo a Jaime 

Litvak King, 59–72. México: Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas, UNAM. 
In Press (2009). Towards a study of language variation and change in Jonaz Chichimec. 

To appear in James N. Stanford and Dennis R. Preston (eds). Variation in 
Indigenous Minority Languages. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

FRANK LICHTENBERK [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2006] 
2008. Toqabaqita-English Dictionary. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics.  
2008. A Grammar of Toqabaqita. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

YARON MATRAS [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007–2008] 
In Press. A contrast language? Re-examining linguistic hybridity in Romani. In V. Elšík. 

Munich (ed.) Anthropological approaches to Romani linguistics. Lincom Europa. 
In Press. Language Contact. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
In Press. A grammar of Domari. Berlin: Mouton.  
In Press. Contact, convergence and typology. In R. Hickey (ed.) Handbook of Language 

Contact. Oxford: Blackwell. 
In Press. Universals of structural borrowing. In P. Siemund (ed.) Linguistic Universals 

and Language Variation. Berlin: Mouton. 
In Press. The limits of structural borrowing. Invited for special issue of Journal of Indo-

European Studies guest-edited by A. Marcantonio. 
In Press. (with H. Gardner, C. Jones, and V. Angloromani Schulman). A different kind of 

language? To appear in Anthropological Linguistics. 
In Press. (with D. Halwachs) On strategies of engagement in poly-centric processes of 

language codification. Invited for Current Issues in Language Planning.  

OSAHITO MIYAOKA [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004] 
2008. Morphological strategies for ‘complex sentences’ and polysynthesis in Central 

Alaskan Yupik (Eskimo). In Edward J. Vajda (ed.) Subordination and 
Coordination Strategies in North Asian Languages. Current Issues in Linguistic 
Theory 300, 143–166. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 
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STEPHEN MOREY  
2008. The Tai Languages of Assam. In Anthony Diller and Jerrold A. Edmondson (eds). 

The Tai Kadai Languages, 207–253. London: Routledge. 
2008. Working with Tones in Northeast India – the tonal system of Numhpuk Singpho, 

Assam. In S. Morey and M. Post (eds), 26–44.  
2008. Hercus Luise and —. Some remarks on Negatives in Southeastern Australia. In 

Claire Bowern, Bethwyn Evans and Luisa Miceli, (eds). Morphology and 
Language History in honour of Harold Koch, 139–154. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins.  

2008. Tones in the Tai languages of Northeast India. In Wilaiwan Khanittanan, and Paul 
Sidwell (eds). SEALS XIV: Papers from the 14th annual meeting of the Southeast 
Asian Linguistics Society 2004 Volume 1, 239–250. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 
(electronic publication, available at 
http://pacling.anu.edu.au/catalogue/SEALSXIV_Vol1.pdf).  

In Press. Small languages in a polylingual situation – the case of Turung. To appear in 
Foundation for Endangered Languages X: Vital Voices. 

In Press. Turung – a variety of the Singpo language spoken in Assam. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

In Press (2009). (ed.) (with Tonya Stebbins and Myfany Turpin). Special issue of 
Australian Journal of Linguistics on language in song. 

STEPHEN MOREY AND MARK POST 
2008. (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 1. New Delhi: Cambridge University 

Press India.  
In Press. (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 2. New Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press India. 
In Press. (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 3. New Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press India. 

MAARTEN MOUS [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2006] 
2008. Number as exponent of gender in Cushitic. In Zygmunt Frajzyngier and Erin Shay 

(eds). Interaction of Morphology and Syntax: Case studies in Afroasiatic. 
Typological Studies in Language 75, 137–160. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John 
Benjamins. 

2008. — and Martha Qorro. The Evidential Adverb hhóo in Iraqw. In Gábor Takács (ed.) 
Semito-Hamitic Festschrift for A. B. Dolgopolsky and H. Jungraithmayr, 223–230. 
Berlin: Dietrich Reimer. 

2008. Linn, Stella, — and MarianneVogel (eds). Translation and Interculturality: Africa 
and the West. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang Verlag. 

In Press. Cushitic typology. To appear in Zygmunt Frajzyngier and Erin Shay (eds). The 
Afroasiatic Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

In Press. Controlling Language. (Language contact series) Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
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MIDORI OSUMI [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
In Press. Nekugo-ni mirareru dooshi ruibetsu settooji-no bunpoo-to imi (Grammar and 

semantics of verbal classificatory prefixes in Neku), Annals of the Institute for 
Comparative Studies of Culture, Tokyo: Tokyo Woman’s Christian University. 

In Press. Gengo-to Identity (Language and Identity), Oceanic Studies, Kyoto: Kyoto 
University Academic Press. 

MARK POST  
2008. Adjectives in Thai: Implications for a functionalist typology of word classes. 

Linguistic Typology 12.3: 339–381. 
2008. Verbs of posture, existence, location and possession and their grammaticalization 

pathways in the Tani languages. In S. D. Morey and M. Post (eds), 127–150.  
2008. Report on the International Conference on Origins and Migrations among Tibeto-

Burman speakers of the Extended Eastern Himalaya, Humboldt University, 23–25 
May, 2008. Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 31 (2). 

2008. Barbora, M. and —. Quest for a script. In S. D. Morey and M. Post (eds), 255–270.  
2008. Grammaticalization and the discourse distribution of serial verbs in Assamese. In 

Wilaiwan Khanittanan, and Paul Sidwell (eds). SEALS XIV: Papers from the 14th 
annual meeting of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society 2004 Volume 1, 23–34. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. (electronic publication, available at 
http://pacling.anu.edu.au/catalogue/SEALSXIV_Vol1.pdf).  

In Press. The phonology and grammar of Galo ‘words’: A case study in benign disunity. 
Studies in Language. 

In Press. Clause-linking in Galo. To ppear in R. M. W. Dixon and A. Aikhenvald (eds). 
Clause Linking: A Cross-Linguistic Typology, 74–95. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.  

In Press. Nominalization and nominalization-based constructions in Galo. To appear in 
F.-H. Yap and Janick Wrona (eds). Nominalization in Asian Languages: 
Diachronic and Typological Perspectives. Volume 1: Sino-Tibetan and Iranian 
Languages [Typological Studies in Language Series]. Amsterdam and 
Philadelphia: John Benjamins.  

In Press. The language, culture, environment and origins of Proto-Tani speakers: What is 
knowable, and what is not (yet). To appear in S. Blackburn and T. Huber (eds). 
Origins and Migrations in the Tibeto-Burman Region. [Tribal Cultures in the 
Eastern Himalaya Series]. Leiden: Brill. 

In Press. Predicate derivations in the Tani languages: Root, suffix, both or neither? T 
appear in S. Morey and M. Post (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 2, 
166–188. New Delhi: Cambridge University Press India. 

In Press. Topographical deixis and the Tani languages of North East India. To appear in 
G. Hyslop, S. Morey and M. Post (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 3. 
New Delhi: Cambridge University Press India. 

In Press (2009). (with Rwbaa, `Igoo, `Ilww Rwbaa, M. `Xodu, K. `Bagra, B. Rwbaa, T. 
Rwbaa, N. Aado and D. Keenaa) Galo-English Dictionary, with English-Galo 
Index. Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh, Galo Welfare Society. (Hardcover, 478 pp.) 
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REGINA PUSTET [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2001] 
In Press. Lakota texts. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 

FRANÇOISE ROSE [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
2008. A typological overview of Emerillon, a Tupi-Guarani language from French 

Guiana. Linguistic Typology, 12.3: 431–460. 

CYNTHIA SCHNEIDER 
In Press. A grammar of Abma, a language of Central Pentecost, Vanuatu. Canberra: 

Pacific Linguistics. 

HO-MIN SOHN [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2007] 
2008. Typological Characteristics of the Korean Language, [in Korean]. Han-Geul 

(Journal of the Korean Language Society) 282: 61–95. 
2008. Review of The Korean Language: Structure, Use and Context by Jae Jung Song. 

London: Routledge, 2005. Korean Linguistics 14: 239–247. 
In Press. Politeness Formulas in L2 Acquisition: An Intercultural Perspective. In 

Proceedings of the 12th Pan-Pacific Applied Linguistics Conference (held at 
Pataya, Bankok, December 2007), Tokyo: Waseda University Publication. 

In Press. Middle Korean Grammar, Chapter 4 of Nicolas Tranter (ed.) The languages of 
Japan and Korea. London: Routledge. 

YVONNE TREIS 
2008. A Grammar of Kambaata. Part 1: Phonology, Morphology, and Non-verbal 

Predication. [Kuschitische Sprachstudien, 26.] Cologne: Koeppe. 
2007 [2008]. Angelika Mietzner and — (eds). Encoding motion: Case studies from 

Africa. In memory of Ursula Drolc. Special issue of Annual Publications in 
African Linguistics 5. 

2007 [2008]. — and Angelika Mietzner. Introduction. In: Angelika Mietzner and Yvonne 
Treis (eds), 11–18.  

2007 [2008]. Motion events in Kambaata. In: Angelika Mietzner and Yvonne Treis (eds), 
197–226.  

2008. Die Aethiopische Schrift. In: Kootz, Anja und Helma Pasch (Hrsg.). 5000 Jahre 
Schrift in Afrika, 48–57. Koeln: Universitaets-und Stadtbibliothek.  

2008. (ed.) Kambaatissata: Yanna, Maauta, Heessa [The Kambaata Language: Proverbs, 
Tales and Legends]. Ms. Research Centre of Linguistic Typology, La Trobe 
University. 

PETER TRUDGILL [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2005 AND 2008] 
In Press ( 2009). Vernacular universals and the sociolinguistic typology of English 

dialects. To appear in Markku Filppula, Juhani Klemola and Heli Paulasto (eds). 
Vernacular universals and language contacts: evidence from varieties of English 
and beyond, 302–320. London: Routledge. 
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In Press ( 2009). Sociolinguistic typology and complexification. To appear in G. 
Sampson, D. Gil and P. Trudgill (eds).  Language complexity as an evolving 
variable, 97–108. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

In Press. English Dialect “default singulars”, was vs. were, Verners Law, and Germanic 
dialects. To appear in A. Ralli (ed.) Mediterranean Morphology Meeting 2007 
Proceedings. Patras: University of Patras. 

In Press. Colonial dialect contact in the history of European languages: on the irrelevance 
of identity to new-dialect formation. To appear in Language in Society. 

SHEENA VAN DER MARK 
In Press (2009). Code-mixing in Vinitiri and Kuanua. To appear in Proceedings from the 

Annual Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society 42.2: 152–165.  

SEINO VAN BREUGEL  
2008. Similarities in Verbal and Nominal Morphology in Atong. In S. D. Morey and M. 

Post (eds). North East Indian Linguistics Volume 1, 168–190. New Delhi: 
Cambridge University Press India.  

In Press. Nominalization in Atong. To appear in S. D. Morey and M. Post (eds). North 
East Indian Linguistics Volume 2. New Delhi: Cambridge University Press India. 

DAVID WATTERS [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004 AND 2006] 
2008. Nominalization in the Kiranti and Central Himalayish Languages of Nepal. 

Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area 31.2:1–43. 

ROGER WALES [MEMBER OF RCLT IN 2004 AND 2008] 
2008. Millotte, Séverine, Alice René, — and Anne Christophe. Phonological phrase 

boundaries constrain the on-line syntactic analysis of spoken sentences. Journal of 
Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition 34.4: 874–885. 

ROBERTO ZARIQUIEY 
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If I forget my native speech, 
And the songs that my people sing 
What use are my eyes and ears? 
What use is my mouth?  

If I forget the smell of the earth 
And do not serve it well 
What use are my hands? 
Why am I living in the world?  

How can I believe the foolish idea 
That my language is weak and poor 
If my mother’s last words 
Were in Evenki?  

Alitet Nemtushkin,  
Evenki poet
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Dr. David Watters 

We are sad to note the passing of an old 
friend and frequent visitor to the RCLT, 
Dr. David Watters.  With many years’ 
experience living in Nepal and working on 
Kham and other languages there, he had 
much to offer to the RCLT discussions, 
Tibeto-Burman linguistics, and the field 
generally. 
His work will be of lasting influence, and 
personally, we will all miss him greatly. 
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The Research Centre for Linguistic Typology 
The Research Centre for Linguistic Typology (RCLT) is committed to 
comprehensively analysing the linguistic structures of endangered and previously 
undescribed languages. This commitment is part of a worldwide enterprise to 
document and preserve for posterity as much of the world’s linguistic and cultural 
diversity and heritage as possible. Analyses are based on primary linguistic data 
collected through extensive immersion fieldwork in speech communities across 
the world, and, wherever possible, data are archived in international digital 
archives. Research at the RCLT covers many areas of the world, though we have 
particular strengths in the languages of the Tibeto-Burman family and the 
languages of the Amazon and Papua New Guinea. All research is cast within the 
larger framework of typological linguistics, thus drawing on and contributing to 
our theoretical understanding of human language, culture and cognition. The 
RCLT undertakes typological investigations, following an inductive methodology, 
putting forward generalisations concerning the nature and mechanism of the 
human language ability and associated cognitive capacities, and investigates 
relationships between languages, both in terms of historical development and 
genetic links, and the influence of contact phenomena between geographically 
contiguous languages within a linguistic area. For instance, we document what 
sorts of categories are found grammaticalised in language, and investigate the 
interrelation between different grammatical categories — if gender choice depends 
upon number is it always the case that there are more genders in singular than 
plural? And we look at how languages change — in what circumstances and from 
what sources do languages develop tones?  And why and how do languages lose 
tones? Relative to the question of the ways in which languages influence each 
other, we ask what kinds of words, or grammatical categories, or construction 
types, are likely to be borrowed between two contiguous languages, and under 
what social circumstances? Are some kinds of grammatical system particularly 
open to diffusion, so that they are likely to spread over all the languages in a 
geographical area, and are other kinds of system less likely to be diffused? This 
research enables us to lay the foundation for scientific understanding concerning 
the reasons for and mechanisms of language development. 
 
We welcome enquiries from linguistic scholars who are involved in the sort of 
work carried out at the RCLT and would like to spend a sabbatical at the RCLT. 
We can provide a room, a computer, and an intellectual ambience of the highest 
order. We also welcome enquiries from students interested in applying for a PhD 
scholarship, to write a grammar of an endangered language. 
 
More information is available on our website: http://www.latrobe.edu.au/rclt 


