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This presentation argues that language has two separate and independent coherent, consistent, and complete
systems:. one for definiteness/specificity and a second for information structure using data from colloquial
Sinhala. It isargued that the level of definiteness/specificity has three semantic definiteness relations:
Existence, Identity, and Characterization (Fellbaum Korpi, 2008), indexed for definiteness/specificity features,
deriving their features from the discourse similar to the theories of Heim (1983) and Eng (1991). Sinhala has
distinct morphological coding for each of these relations as reported in Gair & Paollilo (1988) and
Henadeerage (2002).

These relations are shown to be coded independently of topic and focus in Information structure (Vallduvi
1992; Lambrecht 1994). | show that the two independent systems intersect at the level of linearisation, which
explains features of the system of coding the topic and focus categories (Vallduvi (1992). Lambrecht'stermis
'topic creating expressions (1994), which | argue is just an accident due to the intersection of the two non-
syntactic systems of grammar at the level of linearisation.
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