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Abstract:

This presentation reports on a small study designed to increase understanding of communication within
families about donor-assisted conception. Prompted by Victorian legislation permitting gamete donors
to seek identifying details of people conceived from their gametes, views were sought from school-age
adolescents in the general population on how parents can best talk to their donor-conceived adolescent
children who had not previously been told about their conception. It was found that naive adolescents
had views largely consistent with those of donor-conceived adults, emphasising, for example, the
importance of parental honesty, adaptation to individual children, and family cohesion. They identified
the social father as the parent while acknowledging the significance of genetic connection to the donor.
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