BIONOTES

Victor Albert is a doctoral candidate in Sociology and through his thesis is exploring governmental authority based on an ethnographic study of a handful of participatory institutions in Santo André, São Paulo.

Vincent Alessi is the Managing Curator of the La Trobe University Art Museum and Collections. He is currently completing a PhD in Art History. His thesis focuses on a collection of English popular black-and-white prints collected by Vincent van Gogh.
Luca Anceschi is Research Associate at the Centre for Dialogue (La Trobe University, Australia). He is a graduate of the University of Naples ‘L’Orientale’ and of La Trobe University. His principal areas of research are the international politics of the Middle East and post-Soviet Central Asia, the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran as well as more general issues related to the role of Islam in international relations. His publications include Turkmenistan’s foreign policy – Positive Neutrality and the consolidation of the Turkmen regime (Routledge, 2008). 
Divya Anand is about to complete her PhD in English and Sociology, La Trobe University. Her thesis topic is ‘Re-imagining Nations and Rethinking Nature: Contemporary Eco-Political Controversies in India and Australia’. She has completed her Masters from the University of Kerala and Master of Philosophy from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She has also worked in the media and publishing fields in India before commencing her PhD at La Trobe.
Kristine Aquino is a Ph.D. student at the Centre for Research on Social Inclusion at Macquarie University. Her research explores the experience of everyday racism by Filipino-Australians living in metropolitan Sydney, and also the everyday strategies of resistance they deploy to cope with racism.
Peter Beilharz teaches sociology in the School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University.  He is a co-founder of the international journal of social theory, Thesis Eleven, and also Director of the Thesis Eleven Centre for Critical Theory at La Trobe.  Peter has written or edited twenty two books and is currently working on two ARC research projects: one on the intellectual biography of Jean Martin, founding mother of Australian sociology; and another on Australia and Aotearoa/ New Zealand entitled ‘The Pursuit of Harmony and Social Division in the Antipodes Across the Twentieth Century’.
Darrell Bennetts is doctoral candidate writing a thesis on Pember Reeves and Social Democracy in New Zealand and teaches in Sociology at La Trobe. He is editorial assistant, Thesis Eleven journal.
Judith Brett is Professor of Politics and Head of the School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University.
Maria Cameron is a La Trobe university social science graduate who has returned to Australia after completing one and a half year's development work in the Philippines, first with public schools in urban poor areas of Metro Manila, and then in a remote indigenous Kalinga community in Northern Luzon. She spent one year working at the Ateneo Center for Educational Development of the Ateneo de Manila University on a Quezon City-wide public schools development project. For the last five months she worked with the Ichananaw tribe of Kalinga to document their culture and develop indigenized educational materials for their public school. Both projects were undertaken with support of La Trobe University's Philippines Australia Studies Centre, and AusAID volunteer programs Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development and Volunteering for International Development from Australia.

Joe Camilleri is Professor of International Relations and Director of the Centre for Dialogue, School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University.
John Carroll is Professor of Sociology at La Trobe University in Melbourne. He has degrees in mathematics, economics and sociology from the universities of Melbourne and Cambridge. His work focuses on culture, and its crucial role in the human search for meaning, with particular reference to the modern Western society. His recent books include The Western Dreaming (2001), Terror—a Meditation on the Meaning of September 11 (2002), The Wreck of Western Culture—Humanism Revisited (2004), The Existential Jesus (2007), and Ego and Soul—the Modern West in Search of Meaning (2008). Carroll is also a frequent writer of essays and newspaper articles. He delivered one of the Alfred Deakin Federation Lectures in 2001—a reflection on Australian culture titled ‘The Blessed Country’. He chaired the Panel reviewing the National Museum of Australia in 2003.
Rosemarie Edillon is an Associate Lecturer at the School of Economics and Finance, La Trobe University where she is also undertaking her PhD in Economics.  She has completed advanced degrees in Statistics and Economics at the University of the Philippines.  Prior to taking her PhD at La Trobe, Ms. Edillon was Executive Director of the Asia-Pacific Policy Center, a research firm based in the Philippines that conducts policy research on poverty, welfare and development issues.  Related to this, she has also served as Consultant to a number of multilateral agencies and also to government agencies in the Philippines.  Presently, she is writing her dissertation on “social capital.”
Christine Ellem teaches in Sociology at School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University and is undertaking a doctoral thesis on the history of utopian thought in the Antipodes, focusing on late nineteenth century flows of cultural traffic between Britain and America as centres, and Australia and New Zealand as peripheries. She is Production and Editorial Assistant, Thesis Eleven journal.
Neil Fettling is a Senior Lecturer and Course Coordinator in the School of Visual Arts and Design at La Trobe University, Mildura Campus. Neil Fettling has been an exhibiting artist since 1977, with seven (7) solo and numerous group exhibitions held throughout Europe, USA, ASIA and Australia. His current work and research involves the history and sociology of North West Victorian Mallee dry land farmers and their determination to tame a vast semi-desert land. This is traced through the collection and re-interpretation of the relics left behind on their farming properties. Fettling is interested in the abundant waste and bloated heritage of our post industrial materialism and how the cultural artefact has replaced nature as a signifier of meaning. He participated in a residency at Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines in 2006/2007. Fettling is also the Chair of Murray Darling Palimpsest. Murray Darling Palimpsest is a biennale contemporary visual art event where artists are invited to respond to environmental and social issues affecting inland Australia.
Sandy Gifford is Professor of Anthropology and Director, La Trobe Centre for Refugee Studies, School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University.
Alberto Gomes is Associate Professor of Anthropology, Convenor, Sociology and Anthropology Program, and Director of International Development Studies Stream. 

Gerhard Hoffstaedter is research fellow with the Institute for Human Security. He has just finished a PhD on Muslim identity politics in Malaysia and is working on religious pluralism in Southeast Asia as well as an anthropology of the state. 

Trevor Hogan teaches sociology in the School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University. He is a co-ordinating editor of Thesis Eleven: Critical Theory and Historical Sociology, Deputy Director of the Thesis Eleven Centre for Critical Theory, and Director, Philippines-Australia Studies Centre. He writes on social and political theory, history of ideas, cities, and Australia. With Beilharz and Shaver and Watson is currently working on an intellectual biography of Jean Martin and the rise of Australian Social Sciences in the second half of the Twentieth Century. Together they are working with Clinton Walker on a new project on the history of Australian rock music, 1945-1990. He is interested in promoting more research on South Asian and Pinoy diasporic communities, networks, and identities in and through Australia. 

Celia McMichael is a Research Fellow in the Refugee Health Centre, School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University. She has a background in medical anthropology and public health. She has several years experience in qualitative research and conducted her doctoral studies in the area of refugee health and resettlement. She has also conducted research in the areas of medical pluralism and treatment-seeking in Peru (1997), breast cancer education, screening and treatment amongst indigenous women in Queensland (1998-199), and gender, disaster situations and health in Sri Lanka (2005-2007). Between 2003-2005 she worked as a lecturer at La Trobe University in the area of evidence-based public health. She has also worked as a settlement support worker for newly-arrived refugees in Melbourne, and as a WHO project/health education officer focusing on immunisation in Angola. Celia has particular interest in the areas of medical anthropology, qualitative research, social determinants of health, and refugee health. 
Anthony Moran is a lecturer in Social Sciences at La Trobe University. His teaching focuses on social policy and the welfare state, changing forms of community, and political sociology. He is the author of Australia: Nation, Belonging and Globalization (Routledge, 2005), the co-author (with Judith Brett) of Ordinary People’s Politics (Pluto Press Australia, 2006), and the co-editor (with Sean Watson) of Trust, Risk and Uncertainty (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005). He has published several articles in international journals on issues of race, ethnicity, multiculturalism and indigenous/settler politics and relations.

Rosyidah Muhamad is a PhD candidate in Anthropology and Sociology program in La Trobe University. Her PhD focuses on understanding the role of the internet in Malaysia particularly the ways that political opposition groups use the Internet.
Peter Murphy is Associate Professor of Communications and Director of the Social Aesthetics Research Unit, Monash University. He is co-author with Simon Marginson and Michael Peters of Creativity and the Global Knowledge Economy (Peter Lang, 2009). Two further volumes in this series are in preparation: Global Creation and Imagination. Murphy’s other recent books include Dialectic of Romanticism: A Critique of Modernism with David Roberts (Continuum, 2004) and Civic Justice: From Greek Antiquity to the Modern World (Prometheus/Humanity Books, 2001). Peter is also Coordinating Editor of the international critical theory and historical sociology journal Thesis Eleven: Critical Theory and Historical Sociology (Sage).
Cuong Nguyen is doing an Ma. thesis in Anthropology, La Trobe University. Cuong holds a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) from Vietnam National University. From 2006 to 2008, Cuong lectured in Vietnamese Media and Culture at Vietnam National University.
Michael O’Keefe lectures in International Relations at La Trobe University, Australia. He is particularly interested in Australian foreign policy, Pacific issues and US politics and manages hivpolicy.org. His publications include (2007) 'Australia and the Fragile States of the South Pacific', in James Cotton and John Ravenhill (eds) Trading On Alliance Security: Australia in World Affairs 2001-2005, Melbourne: Oxford University Press; (2005) 'Australian Intervention in its Neighborhood: Sheriff and Humanitarian', in Coady, C.A.J. and O'Keefe, M. (eds), Righteous Violence: The Ethics and Politics of Military Intervention. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press.

Robyn Sampson is a PhD Candidate with the La Trobe Refugee Research Centre, having worked with the centre as a research officer for five years. Her doctoral studies will explore alternatives to immigration detention by investigating the policies of several countries that allow asylum seekers and irregular migrants to remain in the community during visa status determination processes. This research partly emerged from recently completed research, undertaken with the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture (Foundation House), which documented the meaning and consequences of long-term immigration detention for refugees now living in the community.

John Tebbutt teaches radio at La Trobe University’s Media/Cinema Studies Program. He is currently conducting an Australian Research Council Discovery Grant on “The Australian Broadcasting Corporation in Asia and its role in cultural exchange (1956-2006)”. John is a past president (2007-2008) and executive Committee member of the Australian New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA) where he was involved in modernising the Association’s governance. He is a founding member of the Australian Radio Audio Researchers Association and active in the international radio studies movement. John is on the boards of ‘Media International Australia’, ‘The Radio Journal; international studies in radio and audio media’ and ‘3CMedia’.

Raelene Wilding is a lecturer in sociology at La Trobe University. Her research currently focuses on the intersections of mobility and media, examining the impact and uses of information and communication technologies in sustaining the social lives of migrants, their families and their communities across time and space. Her work on this theme has been published in journals such as Global Networks (2006) and the Journal of Information, Communication and Ethics in Society (2009), and in the book Families Caring Across Borders (Palgrave 2007).
Edwin Wise is currently undertaking his PhD in sociology at Latrobe University, Melbourne. His research is focused is on urban theory using contemporary Manila as his case study. He is also an Editorial Assistant, Thesis Eleven Journal.
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