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The "Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre" was established as a joint 
initiative of La Trobe University and Autism Victoria. The establishment of 
OTARC was made possible with a private donation by Mrs Olga 
Tennison in 2007 and the Centre is named after her to acknowledge her 
generosity. Since then other donations have been received and all 
donors are gratefully acknowledged. 

The Centre provides a vehicle for research activities, evidence-based 
intervention programs, training opportunities and collaboration between 
community services and research centres / universities involved in autism 
research both in Australia and overseas. 

It is situated in the School of Psychological Science within the Faculty of 

Science, Technology and Engineering (FSTE) at La Trobe University in 

Melbourne, Australia.  
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The year since the establishment of the OTARC (June 2008 ï June 
2009) has been a productive and rewarding one. In establishing the first 
dedicated autism research centre in Australia, we put forward a mission 
and a number of objectives to assist us in realising this mission. Our 
achievements over this past year will therefore be outlined with each of 
these objectives in mind. Particularly notable have been two important 
Federal Government initiatives that we have become involved in as part 
of the Helping Children with Autism Package.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Objectives and Achievements  

Objective 1  
Facilitate large and/or ongoing research projects  

We have a number of ongoing research projects within the centre which 
fall within the three broad areas of Infancy, Biological Markers, and Social 
Cognitive Development, and these can be read about on our website 
[http://www.latrobe.edu.au/otarc/research/index.html]. Some of these are 
conducted with honours and postgraduate student researchers, and 
others are with collaborators both within and outside the centre. Recently, 
as a result of our involvement with some key federal government 
initiatives, the opportunity for large national level collaborative research 
projects have become possible, and will be realised during the next year 
of our operation.  

The findings from our research studies have been presented at numerous 
national and international conferences as well as published in scholarly 
journals. 
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