early diagnosis set to help children with autism

AREMTS of childran withan

Autism Spectrum Disordar
(a50) could banef it from a new
earfy-intervention prograr at
L& Triabe Lniversity,

La Trobe's Dlga Tenndson
At Research Centre will this
meanth introduca the program,
which can hedp Infants as young
25 1.2 months.

“When wou identify eary, vou get
& yaung child with awtism without
the fulHplown syndrame,” centre
director Associate Professor Charyl
Dissanayake says. ~That mears s
EeRgier o vk with thesm and
privvank sami of the seconcary
symatoms of awtism,
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“For examphe, Scemw of the
ritualistic bahaviours, yvou don't
see thosa invery young children,
They tapd to be an cutcame of
their inabilgy t copé with a very
stimulatng erwvironment.”

The term Autism Spectrum
Disorder is usad because the
severity and comblnation of each
ared of imgairmeent vares fram
pErsOn o persen, accerding ta
Autism Yictaria,

Autism Spectrum Disorder may
alsn co-exist with ofher canditions
or disorders, Including Intellectual
desability, speech and language
dEsarders, armiety and attention
desarders,

Dissanayake says peaple ofpan
think behaviours such as rocking
and head banping are sympioms
of awtsm,

"“They are actually the
secondary manifestations that
can be prevented,” she say=.

Ther umitearsity will use the Early
Start Derver Model, devaloped by
Prof Sally Rogers, of the MLLKN.D.
Institute at the University af
Califarnia.

Roagers will visit Medbaurme this
manith to train staff and parants.

Dissanayake says the program
i play-based and designed to
meet individual needs.

“Iit's abaut helping tha child and

farmily or carg-giear o
communicate and to push the
child towards 8 rore normal
tirvalapmenial rajectory,”
DHs=sanayaks says.

The US |eads the way in 8 ukism
research and manmy high-profile
actors, Including lenny McCarthy,
Jirm Carrey and Bim Raver, have
helped raise money and promate
the need for more research.

February 24, Malboume
Convention and Exhibition Centre,
Southbank. Visht
wwlatrobe.edwan/otarc’

roime rsforwm, index. tml

Acting the part: Kim Raver is among the Hollywood
calabrites wha balp raise awarenass of autism,



