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Abstract

There is a dearth of information in New Zealand about the beliefs and values of
teachers of outdoor education and the learning outcomes they consider outdoor
education can contribute to. This paper draws on some of the preliminary findings
from a nationwide survey of teachers’ practices and beliefs in outdoor education.
Some of the findings challenge our contemporary understandings of practice.
Drawing on the work of Bourdieu, we argue that outdoor education research can
move forward if theory and practice are used to inform and interrogate each other.
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