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Australian Aboriginal English

« 2006 Census:
— 455,000 Australians identified as indigenous
— 47,000 Australians (12 % of indigenous
population) claimed to speak an Aboriginal
language
— as many as 30,000 could be creole (NILS)
« 78% of these were also “proficient English
speakers”

» Thus great majority of Aboriginal population
speak some form of Australian Aboriginal
English (AAE) at least some of the time
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Australian Aboriginal English

» AAE is the first (and only) language of most
Aboriginal children

« Somewhere on continuum from very close to
Standard Australian English (SAE) through to
very close to creole

< AAE. >

CREOLE BASILECTAL ACROLECTAL S.AE.

Australian Aboriginal English

* AAE shares number of features with other
non-standard varieties of English (particularly
at grammatical level)

» Has other features (particularly at lexical &
phonological levels, but also at pragmatic
level) which derive from traditional Aboriginal
languages and culture

+ Some of these features quite widely
distributed across the country; others
restricted to particular areas
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Consonants of SAE
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Consonants of Australian Languages
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Consonants of basilectal AAE

 Areas of difference from SAE entirely within
obstruent class

» AAE does not distinguish between voiced and
voiceless stops

« Strong tendency to voice intervocalic
obstruents and devoice word-final ones

+ Initial stops generally identified as voiced (no
glottal pulsing, but unaspirated)

SAE AAE
Consonants of Bau oA pol]
basilectal AAE ‘
ball [bo:1] [pol]
bought [bo:t] [pat]
board [bo:d] [pat]
cut [k"et] [ket]
good [gud] [kut]
happy ['heepi] ['€bi]
bigger [biga] ['p1ge]
water [wo:ra] ['wore]
ladder [leera] [lere]
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Consonants of basilectal AAE

* AAE does not distinguish between stops and
fricatives

* /f, v/ typically replaced by [p]
/s, z[, 3 4 &/d3/:

— in lighter varieties /s/ & /[l may be interchangeabe
(with [s] appearing to predominate)

— /f/ and /dz/ often pronounced as [f] in initial position
but as [fs] word finally in heavy accents appear as
stops, especially in final position (e.g. both ‘catch’
and ‘cadge’ = [ket])

— in heaviest varieties all six phonemes may be
represented by alveopalatal stop [f]

SAE AAE
Consonants of
basilectal AAE .y [besi] b
very ['veui] [beui]
leaf [li:f] llip]

fall over [fo:t 'auva] [pol 'obe]

other ['ed9] ['ede]
thing [61n] [tn]
that [ozet] [det]
with [w1d] [wat]
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SAE acrolectal basilectal
Consonants of AAE AAE

basilectal AAE  same [seeim]  [seeim] [tsem]

shame [feeim] [sae1m] [teem]

fish [f1f] [f1s] [p1t°]

face [fee1s] [feeis] or  [pet9]
[fee1]

cheeky [ffi:ki] [fik1] [terg1)

catch  [k"aetf]  [kefs] [kete]

picture [p'ife] ['pifse] ['p1tee]

just [dgest]  [des] [toet?]

Consonants of basilectal AAE

 /h/ generally omitted in AAE, but
hypercorrection common — e.g.:
— hard— [ed], happy — ['epi]
— uncle — ['henkal], angry — ['hengui]

» complex syllable onsets liable to reduction or
simplification — e.g.:
— stopping = ['top1n]; driving = ['debin]
— sleeping = [sa'lip1n] (or [tea'lipin]); splashing =

[pa'lefin] (or [pa'leteIn])

« medial liquid+stop and nasal+stop sequences
unchanged - e.qg.:
— bumper, under, helping
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Consonants of basilectal AAE

« complex codas with more than one obstruent
reduced - e.g.:
— fast =[fes] or [pes]; soft =[sof] or [sop]; cask =>[kes]

* many indigenous languages allow only open
syllables - reflected in forms of English words
passing into language and hence into AAE -
particularly names of introduced animals — e.qg.:
— bullock = ['puliki]; pig’ is ['pikipiki]; sheep = ['sipi]

( [jzp1jIpI] Iin 19th Ccentury)

Consonants of AAE

» At phonetic level one particular consonantal
allophone strikingly different from SAE:

— /1 /is realised as ‘clear’ alveolar lateral in all
positions

— does not become velarised (or vocalised) in coda
position

— thus wall always [wol], rarely [wot], and never [wou]
(as in South Australian and other varieties of SAE).
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Vowels in indigenous languages
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Vowels in indigenous languages
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE phonetic
differences
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE

» AAE speakers use somewhat smaller overall
vowel space

* lower boundaries of AAE and indigenous
language spaces are very similar

— /e:, e/ in AAE very close to /e/ of indigenous
languages

— /el & /o:/ of AAE are close to indigenous /1/ & /u/
« compared with indigenous vowel space
— SAE space represents expansion in all directions

— AAE space represents expansion in ‘upward’
direction only.
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE phonetic
differences
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE

 AAE /&/ is rather closer and /o:/ rather more
open relative to neighbours than in SAE

* AAE /4:/ and /3:/ are slightly further back than
in SAE

» these differences can be viewed as more
conservative features — i.e. lowering of /ze/,
raising of /o:/, fronting of /a:/ and /3:/ have
occurred comparatively recently in SAE.
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE phonetic
differences
second formant (Hz)
3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
Y 400
. - -
w
£
loel & /2ol [ %
shorter .
trajectories: |law
phonetically
more like 1 900
O=———C) AAE (A/Springs) [ae] and [ze6]
O———( SAE (Adelaide) 0
Vowels in acrolectal AAE phonetic
differences
second formant (Hz)
3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
400
>ﬁ77w0
w =
g
loel & /2ol [ 3

(Omee() AAE (A/Springs)
O——C SAE (Adelaide)

shorter
trajectories: e
phonetically
more like 1 900
[as] and [aeG]

La Trobe University, 3-4 December 2007

12



OzPhon2007

La Trobe University, 3-4 December 2007

Vowels in acrolectal AAE phonetic
differences
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Vowels in acrolectal AAE

 /ae/ and /aea/ have somewhat shorter
trajectories than SAE. Phonetically more like
[aa] and [aea] in AAE.

+ /ou/ looks more different than it actually is!

— second target much further back than in SAE,
nevertheless corresponds closely to monophthong
/a/ target in both speaker sets

— first target lower and more centralised, but probably

typical of most accents of SAE (see e.g. Cox 2006);
it Is the more retracted and rounded target of the
South Australian accent which is the less typical
pronunciation

— symbol sequence /o#/ now used for SAE is
reasonably accurate phonetic representation of
AAE sound, but SA equivalent more accurately [o4]
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