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FOREWORD

This is the ninth annual volume of the La Trobe University Working Papers in Linguistics.
The series provides staff and students in linguistics and associated disciplines at La Trobe an
opportunity to present their current work.

Linguistics has been taught at La Trobe University for a number of years. A Division
attached to the Department of Philosophy was formalised in 1979, with a full-time Head
appointed in 1981. Linguistics became a full Department within the School of Humanitiesin
1988, and a School within the restructured Faculty of Humanitiesin 1994,

Research interests currently emphasised are phonology, syntax, semantics, language
typology, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, historical linguistics, applied linguistics,
lexicography, discourse analysis, Australian Aborigina languages, Papuan languages,
African languages, South-East Asian languages and Germanic languages.
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RESEARCH INTERESTS

Comparative-historical linguistics, Australian
Aboriginal languages

Syntax, typology, Australian Aboriginal
languages, computer-aided lexicography &
text analysis, Aboriginal biography
Psycholinguistics, syntax,
sociolinguistics,  Australian
languages, African languages
Phonetics, phonology, historical linguistics,
sociolinguistics, Asian languages

semantics,
Aboriginal

Syntax, historical linguistics, Germanic
languages, language contact, typology,
euphemism & dysphemism

Syntax & semantics, Snitic languages,

language universals & typology, discourse
analysis

Sociolinguistics,  language  shift  and
obsolescence,  Austronesian  languages,
Australian Aboriginal languages

Syntax, phonology, morphology, formal
semantics,, cognition and first language
acquisition

Language acquisition, bilingualism,
semantics, interpreting and translation
Phonetics and phonology, morpho-syntax,
discourse analysis, applied linguistics,
Papuan languages
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Research Topics 1996

Mangala grammar

Attitudes to Australian English

New Zealand English

Grammar and the English curriculum
Kannada grammar

Second language acquisition

Turkish lexical change

Sociolinguistic issuesin speech reading
Azari

Afrikaans

Arabic causatives

Lebanese Arabic mor pho-phonol ogy
Bilingual language acquisition

Turkish passives and causatives
Sundanese

South Sulawesi languages

Language acquisition through socialization
Cross-cultural pragmatics

Acquisition of spatial terms

Vietnamese metaphors

Manado Malay

Bilingual education in Aboriginal community
Insurance contracts

Nimbo ran

Second language acquisition

Batak transitivity

Discourse genre of talk-back radio
Comparative-historical morph -syntax
Newari syntax

Acquisitions of Serbian verb morphology
Relative clausesin Australian English
Discourse analysis of Iranian conversational texts
Grammatical relationsin Javanese
Vietnamese mor pho-syntax

Japanese television interview genre
Discourse Markersin Latin American Spanish
Cypriot

Motivation on second language learning
Miscommunication



