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FOREWORD 
 

Linguistics has been taught at the University for a number of years. A Division attached to 
the Department of Philosophy was formalised in 1979, with a full-time Head of Division 
appointed in 1981. Linguistics became a full Department within the School of Humanitites in 
1988.  

Research interests currently emphasised are phonology, syntax, semantics, language 
typology, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, historical linguistics, applied linguistics, 
lexicography, discourse analysis, Australian Aboriginal languages, Papuan languages, 
African languages, South-East Asian languages and Germanic languages.  

STAFF  Research interests  

Professor and Chairperson  
PROFESSOR BARRY BLAKE  Syntax, comparative linguistics, Australian Aboriginal 

languages  

Senior Lecturers  
DR PETER AUSTIN  Syntax, typology, Australian Aboriginal languages, 

computer-aided lexicography and text analysis  

DR EDITH BAVIN  Psycholinguistics, syntax, semantics, sociolinguistics, 
Australian Aboriginal languages, African languages  

DR DAVID BRADLEY  Phonetics, phonology, historical linguistics, 
sociolinguistics, Asian languages  

Lecturers  
DR KATE BURRIDGE  Syntax, historical linguistics, Germanic languages, 

language contact, typology  

DR HILARY CHAPPELL  Syntax and semantics, East Asian languages, linguistic 
universals and typology, discourse analysis, 
sociolinguistics  

DR GRAHAM SCOTT  Phonetics and phonology, morpho-syntax, discourse 
analysis, applied linguistics, Papuan languages  

Research Fellow  
DR WILLIAM McGREGOR  Gooniyandi oral literature, Kimberley languages, 

functional grammar, discourse analysis, applications of 
linguistics to Aboriginal contexts, sociolinguistics  



RESEARCH STUDENTS  
1989  

KETUT ARTAWA  Indonesian cohesion  

MARGARET BATTERHAM  New Zealand English  

MIRNA CICIONI  The semantics of loanwords on post-WW2 Italian  

SANDRA COOTES  Semantic roles in grammatical theory  

LISA HARRIS  Auction sale speech  

HOAT NGUYEN DUC  Speech acts  

HELEN JENKINS  Prose of the Melbourne press 1985-1986  

LIU MING CHEN  Topical development in Chinese and English exposition  

JUNE LUCHJENBROERS  Pragmatic inference in language processing  

NG BEE CHIN  Acquisition of numeral classifiers in Hokkien  

AVELINE PEREZ  Syntactic change in English  

YVONNE WARE  Chaga  

GILLIAN WIGGLES WORTH  Development of narrative skills in children  

 

DAVID NATHAN  is a research assistant in the Linguistics Department.  

 

This is the second annual volume of the La Trobe Working Papers in Linguistics. The 
LTWPL series provides both staff and students in linguistics and associated disciplines at La 
Trobe an opportunity to present their current work.  

This series is available on request ($10 per volume, surface postage included), or on an 
exchange basis, from the  Linguistics Department  

La Trobe University Bundoora  
Australia 3083.  

 


