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The transnational activism of the Uyghur diaspora in 
promoting the rights of their kindred back in China 
has been attended by academia, journalists and 
practitioners. Chen’s work presents the first attempt 
to visualize the connections among Uyghur diaspora 
organizations, their sympathizers, governments, and 
news organizations. Her findings confirm the widely 
perceived notion that the World Uyghur Congress 
(WUC) and the known Uyghur leader Rebiya Kadeer 
are central in mobilizing Uyghur communities around 
the world. A case study of Uyghur linkages in Australia 
further supports the WUC’s influences over Uyghur 
activism in various corners of the globe.
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Dr Yu-Wen Chen (Julie) 
is a political scientist 
specializing in ethnic 
mobilization and 
interest group politics. 
She is author of the 
books Transnational 
Cooperation of 
Ethnopolitical 

Mobilization: A Survey Analysis of European 
Ethnopolitical Groups (2009), and The Tug-of-
War over Taiwan in the US: A Case Study of the 
Formosan Association for Public Affairs (2008). 
Since 2009, Dr Chen has been researching 
the international mobilization of the Uyghurs. 
Her most recent working paper is ‘Who Made 
Uyghurs Visible in the International Arena?: A 
Hyperlink Analysis’, published by the Center 
for Global Studies at George Mason University, 
USA. She is a visiting fellow in the Institute for 
Human Security at La Trobe University. For more 
information see http://www.yuwenjuliechen.com
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