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Science Teachers’ Assistance Program (STAP)

• Draws together activities for students and 
teachers within Science, Technology and 
Engineering

• Looks for new opportunities to reinvigorate 
interest in science and related areas

• Website where all science teachers can find 
information about our programs
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Pieces of the STAP puzzle
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Online mentoring program

• Aims to encourage girls at secondary 
school to consider Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) as a 
career option

• Uses role modelling and mentoring 
strategies

• Modelled on social networking 
websites, such as MySpace and 
Facebook
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How the system works
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four different types of people who interact with the system: 

- secondary school students who act as mentees,

- current students and graduates who act a mentors,

- moderators who check all correspondence within the system,

the administrator who has complete control over the system.



Mentors have an extensive profile that talks about their journey to where they are now as well as about their job.  Mentees also have a short profile. Mentees can choose to either use their first names as identification throughout the system or a screen name which will help with anonymity. 

 Each mentor within the system has a mentor group. When a mentee joins the program, they are paired with a single mentor. At any time, they can join the group of other mentors that interest them and receive updates about those mentors in the form of a newsfeed.

Communication between mentors and mentees is done through blogs and discussion boards.  Each mentor has a blog and a discussion board. Mentors post to their blogs about their lives as an ICT professional. Mentees can read these blog posts and comment on them.

In addition, mentees can initiate their own conversation thread with mentors by posting on the mentor’s discussion board.

- The system has been designed so that an administrator can set up add as many different disciplines as necessarily. When a mentor is added to the system, they are assigned to a category, for example Electronic Engineering. Should this online mentoring program be expanded to include areas outside of ICT, this will allow mentees to browse mentors by discipline. Disciplines also have a description and a discussion board where discipline-specific information can be posted and commented upon.
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Plan and outcomes

• Stage 1: Pilot for online mentoring program for 
female secondary school students in ICT 
(late 2007-2008)

• Evaluation based on system use, feedback 
and enrolments 

• Stage 2: Expand the online mentoring program 
to include more secondary school students 
(late 2008 - 2009)

23 May 2008
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Presentation Notes
- We are currently in the middle of stage one of the pilot for the mentoring program. The system will go live mid way through May and run until mid way through September.

We plan to evaluate the system based on system use, feedback from the mentees and mentors and the number of students who go on to enrol in ICT degrees.

-- the perceived impact of the e-Mentoring program as reported by the secondary school students;

-- the number of female students commencing a degree in Information Technology or Electronic Engineering at La Trobe University (or at other universities) who participated in the pilot program;

-- the usage rate of the e-Mentoring website;

-- evaluation of the online ‘chatter’ to assess its relevance to the project aims

- Stage two will involve expanding the online mentoring program to include more secondary school students. We will also be looking at the possibility of introducing more disciplines.
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Thank you

Sarah Pulis 
Program Coordinator 

Science Teachers’ Assistance Program 
sarah.pulis@latrobe.edu.au 

Ph: 9479 1283

STAP website 
www.latrobe.edu.au/scitecheng/stap
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