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 Local Governments are elected to represent their localLocal Governments are elected to represent their local
communities; to be a responsible and accountablecommunities; to be a responsible and accountable
sphere of democratic governance; to be a focus forsphere of democratic governance; to be a focus for
community identity and civic spirit; to providecommunity identity and civic spirit; to provide
appropriate services to meet community needs in anappropriate services to meet community needs in an
effective and efficient manner; and to facilitate andeffective and efficient manner; and to facilitate and
coordinate local efforts and resources in pursuit ofcoordinate local efforts and resources in pursuit of
community goals community goals [1][1]

[1][1] Australian Local Governments, at their 1997 National General Australian Local Governments, at their 1997 National General
Assembly, adopted a Declaration on the Role of Local Government. ThisAssembly, adopted a Declaration on the Role of Local Government. This
Australia wide Australia wide Declaration Declaration complements thecomplements the Code of Good Governance Code of Good Governance
and enunciates fundamental principles for Local Government throughoutand enunciates fundamental principles for Local Government throughout
the countrythe country



To To facilitate and coordinate local effortsfacilitate and coordinate local efforts
local government requires a high level oflocal government requires a high level of
support and cooperation from both:support and cooperation from both:

 The communityThe community
 CommunityCommunity organisations organisations / service / service

providersproviders
 Other levels of governmentOther levels of government



 How does the need for communityHow does the need for community
partnerships relate to social capital?partnerships relate to social capital?

 How can an understanding of thisHow can an understanding of this
concept and the facilitation of processesconcept and the facilitation of processes
that build social capital, lead tothat build social capital, lead to
sustainable communities?sustainable communities?



Political ContextPolitical Context

 Local government diversity of serviceLocal government diversity of service
provision throughout the countryprovision throughout the country

 Community expectations are increasingCommunity expectations are increasing
 require more than require more than ‘‘services to the propertyservices to the property’’
 increasing demand for increasing demand for ‘‘services for the peopleservices for the people’’



 Shifting focus from Shifting focus from ‘‘hard infrastructurehard infrastructure’’
provision to spending on social servicesprovision to spending on social services

 Costs and restrictions over revenue-Costs and restrictions over revenue-
raising ability is increasingraising ability is increasing

 There is a widening gap betweenThere is a widening gap between
community expectations and access tocommunity expectations and access to
funds available to meet thesefunds available to meet these
expectationsexpectations



 The independent action of localThe independent action of local
government cannot guaranteegovernment cannot guarantee
community sustainabilitycommunity sustainability

 Community initiatives leading toCommunity initiatives leading to
community led action are the keycommunity led action are the key

 Local government can play an importantLocal government can play an important
role in facilitating partnershiprole in facilitating partnership
developmentdevelopment



Social capitalSocial capital

 Described by Putnam (1993) as Described by Putnam (1993) as ‘‘thosethose
features of social life that enablefeatures of social life that enable
participants to act together moreparticipants to act together more
effectively to pursue shared objectiveseffectively to pursue shared objectives’’..

 Social relations characterised by normsSocial relations characterised by norms
of trust and reciprocityof trust and reciprocity



 Sustainable communities  must developSustainable communities  must develop
relationships relationships –– within and outside the within and outside the
communitycommunity

 Trusting relationships underpinTrusting relationships underpin
cooperative, collaborative efforts thatcooperative, collaborative efforts that
lead to sustained mutually beneficiallead to sustained mutually beneficial
outcomesoutcomes



 Research shows that communities rich inResearch shows that communities rich in
social capital demonstrate outcomessocial capital demonstrate outcomes
essential to community sustainability,essential to community sustainability,
egeg::
strong social connectionsstrong social connections
High levels of participationHigh levels of participation
Willingness to work together for commonWillingness to work together for common

goodgood



 Local government can encourageLocal government can encourage
trusting relationships to develop throughtrusting relationships to develop through
involvement in communityinvolvement in community
projects/community engagementprojects/community engagement
strategiesstrategies

 Examples given are:Examples given are:
Township Development Toolkit 2002Township Development Toolkit 2002
District Advisory NetworksDistrict Advisory Networks



 Community engagement strategies suchCommunity engagement strategies such
as those listed strengthen communityas those listed strengthen community
connections and build both:connections and build both:

 linking social capitallinking social capital; encouraging /; encouraging /
enabling disparate communities to workenabling disparate communities to work
togethertogether

 bridging social capital; bridging social capital; strengthens tiesstrengthens ties
across diverse (heterogenous) groupsacross diverse (heterogenous) groups



 Sustainable communities:Sustainable communities:

 Develop trusting relationships at the community levelDevelop trusting relationships at the community level

 Work together cooperatively to identify communityWork together cooperatively to identify community
prioritiespriorities

 Are prepared to work with community groups, serviceAre prepared to work with community groups, service
providers and all levels of government to achieve theproviders and all levels of government to achieve the
desired outcomes of the communitydesired outcomes of the community

In summaryIn summary



 Local government can facilitate practices thatLocal government can facilitate practices that
encourage cooperation and interaction withinencourage cooperation and interaction within
communities, between communities andcommunities, between communities and
service providers - and all levels ofservice providers - and all levels of
government.government.

 Has a responsibility to Has a responsibility to ‘‘nurture networks ofnurture networks of
social relations characterised by norms ofsocial relations characterised by norms of
trust and reciprocity that will lead to outcomestrust and reciprocity that will lead to outcomes
of mutual benefitof mutual benefit’’  ((Stone and Hughes 2002)Stone and Hughes 2002)


