Themes in Hazel Edwards’ Books

(Fiction and Non Fiction for Adults and Children)

A theme is an idea-thread within a book and one book may have many idea-threads.

These suggested themes are just the way some readers have perceived links between the stories.

1. Oceans/ Antarctica: Living in extreme conditions

2. Family History

3. Refugees/Outsiders/ Coping Successfully with Being Different

4. Asian Studies

5. Friendship & Negotiation

6. Writing Skills

7. Humour

8. Multi-Cultural

9. Mysteries

10. Animals

1. Oceans/ Antarctica: Living in extreme conditions

· ‘Antarctic Writer on ice’ (www.booksonwriting.com) Common Ground Publishing.

reprinted twice (2002)  follows an author’s expedition while beset in ice. Currently being recorded on audio and into Braille. Useful for writers, those interested in Antarctica and electronic communication and for students researching workstyles. ISBN 1-86335 090X

· Difficult Personalities  co-authored with psychologist Dr Helen Mc Grath (www.choice.com.au)   third reprint. Strategies for  those with difficult family, colleagues or clients. Audio available from www.louisbrailleaudio.com     Has been read on Antarctic stations.

· Healthy Women:Getting the Balance Right ( www.choice.com.au) * Useful for Interview techniques.  Candid interviews with 27 high profile women and other extraordinary ‘ordinary’ females on coping with loss. Includes Qantas chair Margaret Jackson and Antarctic station leader Marilyn Boydell. 

· Right or Wrong: Plays to Make You Think  co-scripted with Goldie Alexander. (www.phoenixeduc.com ) ISBN  1876580 33X five one act plays for years 7-9 with Teachers’ notes. Includes ‘Antarctica: Cool or What?’ a fun play about eco-responsibility.

· Antarctica’s Frozen Chosen  and the Terrorist?’  (Lothian   July release 2004) www.Lothian.com.au  Young Adult eco-thriller:   Naïve ‘ Antarctic wildlife ’ web chat activists are ‘got at’  by  a terrorist group  .On board ‘The Polar Scientist’ a beset polar resupply ship, Antarctic ‘boffins’ are held  for their scientific knowledge of a genetic mutation causing infertility which crosses  from ‘beasties’ to humans. 
Kyle and his Spanish exchange- student girlfriend Jade get involved, when Kyle gets a last minute summer job as a marine bio, helping to count ele-seals for the Antarctic summer. Activist Jade e-mails daily and is involved with the Red Herrings, an Internet cyber-  protest group. Jade starts e-mailing  about  illegal fishing vessels , Patagonian Tooth fish poachers and the Red Herrings web chat-line. After a crazy haircut, which is an Antarctic ritual like ice-dipping nude,  Kyle faces questions of mateship and the issues of who owns what and how far you will go to protect a friend, even one who calls you Big K.
On board the ‘boffins’ face the dilemma of whether their scientific knowledge should be shared if others , especially politicians, will mis-use it.Then Kyle is R.T.A (Returned to Australia) while  Jade  changes her name to ‘Antarctica’ this time.
· Non Boring Travel Writing (www.booksonwriting.com) Common Ground Publishing.2001. (launched in Antarctica) For those wishing to write about their travels commercially or for personal satisfaction.

2. Family History

· Writing a Non Boring Family History  Hale & Iremonger    
ISBN  0-86806 630 3  Reprinted. www.haleiremonger.com Useful for those planning a book length project.  Popular basis of genealogy writing workshops. Current workshops listed under Gigs.

· Fake ID  www.Lothian.com.au .Takeaway series. ISBN 0-7344-04425    
Cyber family history sleuthing mystery for 10-15 year olds. On the day of her Gran’s funeral, Zoe discovers that Gran had faked her ID for years, so she has to cyber-search her real family history via sites like finalthoughts.com  and even the Dead Persons’ Society. Links to refugees, sense of identity, family ties , friendship and  genetics. 

· The Business of Writing for Young People. Hale & Iremonger ISBN 086806656-7
Useful for those wishing to organise writing projects or write for children. www.haleiremonger.com
· Healthy Women:Getting the Balance Right ( www.choice.com.au) * Useful for Interview techniques.  Candid interviews with 27 high profile women and other extraordinary ‘ordinary’ females on coping with loss. Includes Qantas chair Margaret Jackson and Antarctic station leader Marilyn Boydell. 

· ‘Non Boring Travel Writing’   www.booksonwriting.com   Common Ground Publishers ( How to feature settings when writing histories etc)

· ‘Committee-itis’ ( Choice Books) relevant for historians researching organisations. A satirical but strategic handbook for committees infected with the ‘Itis’ virus, was written with management consultant Jean Roberts

3. Refugees/Outsiders/ Coping Successfully with Being Different

· Fake ID  www.Lothian.com.au .Takeaway series. ISBN 0-7344-04425  * 
Gran was a refugee in 1956.  Cyber family history sleuthing mystery for 10-15 year olds.  On the day of her Gran’s funeral, Zoe discovers that Gran had faked her ID for years.  Links to refugees, sense of identity, family ties, friendship and genetics. 

· Boat Boy (Blake/Pascall) easy to read about a Vietnamese refugee coping with school ‘Parent and Grandparent’ Days.

· The Wheelie Wonder  (Australian Children’s Television Foundation)  Picture book and TV animation in Kaboodle series of a boy born with wheels instead of feet.

· Skin Zip Me  junior novel about a see-through girl who has lost her skin. 

· Feymouse   (Penguin) picture book about a large and clumsy cat born into a family of highly talented mice. About coping successfully with being different.   1 hour  Musical rock pop adaptation available.

· Duty Free (www.Lothian.com.au) ISBN 0-7344 0334-8 
Fast paced ,funny mystery set on a tour of China where Sam’s Mum is the scientific tour guide. Ethical dilemma of whether a parent should ask a 14 year old to be involved politically and to smuggle ideas through customs. What is duty free? Links to Asian studies and respect for others’ views.

· So Who’s a Misfit?  (Harper Collins)  Crystal is a miss who doesn’t fit. She’s at a Jewish school and she’s not that religion. During the hockey match she learns a lot and not just about kosher food.

· Dragon wheels…a Vietnamese girl making adjustments in Australian society.
· Friends : co-authored with psychologist Dr Helen Mc Grath (www.choice.com.au)   second reprint. Strategies for making, maintaining and even ending friendships.

· Stalker  www.Lothian.com.au   Set in a community radio station and about celebrity stalking. Two viewpoints, providing a technically interesting exploration of character motivation as well as writing techniques and unexpected ending. Psychologically based, but not violent nor sexual. Suitable for 12 year olds onwards.  Audio available from Bolinda Audio.  Links to media, communication and friendship.

· Right or Wrong: Plays to Make You Think  co-scripted with Goldie Alexander. (www.phoenixeduc.com ) ISBN  1876580 33X five one act plays for years 7-9 with Teachers’ notes. Includes ‘Antarctica: Cool or What?’ a fun play about eco-responsibility.

· Antarctica’s Frozen Chosen  and the Terrorist?’  (Lothian 2004) www.Lothian.com.au
Young Adult eco-thriller:   Naïve ‘ Antarctic wildlife ’ web chat activists are ‘got at’  by  a terrorist group  .On board ‘The Polar Scientist’ a beset ,polar resupply ship, Antarctic ‘boffins’ are held  for their scientific knowledge of a genetic mutation causing infertility which crosses  from ‘beasties’ to humans.

Kyle and his Spanish exchange- student girlfriend Jade get involved, when Kyle gets a last minute summer job as a marine bio, helping to count ele-seals for the Antarctic summer. Activist Jade e-mails daily and is involved with the Red Herrings, an Internet cyber-  protest group. Jade starts e-mailing  about  illegal fishing vessels , Patagonian Tooth fish poachers and the Red Herrings web chat-line. After a crazy haircut, which is an Antarctic ritual like ice-dipping nude,  Kyle faces questions of mateship and the issues of who owns what and how far you will go to protect a friend, even one who calls you Big K.

On board the ‘boffins’ face the dilemma of whether their scientific knowledge  should be shared if others , especially politicians, will mis-use it.Then Kyle is R.T.A (Returned to Australia) while  Jade  changes her name to ‘Antarctica’ this time.
4. Asian Studies:

· Duty Free (www.Lothian.com.au) ISBN 0-7344 0334-8 Fast paced, funny mystery set on a tour of China where Sam’s Mum is the scientific tour guide. Ethical dilemma of whether a parent should ask a 14 year old to be involved politically and to smuggle ideas through customs. What is duty free? Links to Asian studies and respect for others’ views.

· Kalo Li’s New Country   (Blake Education) Factual. Girl from Hong Kong

· Boat Boy:  (Blake/Pascall) a newcomer’s reactions for beginning readers.

· Dragon wheels…a Vietnamese girl making adjustments in Australian society.

5. Friendship & Negotiation

· Friends : co-authored with psychologist Dr Helen Mc Grath (www.choice.com.au)   second reprint. Strategies for making, maintaining and even ending friendships.

· Difficult Personalities  co-authored with psychologist Dr Helen Mc Grath (www.choice.com.au)   third reprint. Strategies for  those with difficult family, colleagues or clients. Audio available from www.louisbraille

· Committee-itis  ( www.choice.com.au) co-authored with management consultant Jean Roberts.  ISBN 1920705074  $20  A  humorous approach to diagnosing and immunising  your committee against infection such as Irus the Virus. Infection-avoidance techniques. Fun scenarios for conferences and workshops. Interstate workshops and talks available. Relevant for business, community and student groups.
Jean Roberts website:  www.jeanroberts.com.au or email  jroberts@iaccess.com.au

· Stickybill T.V. Duckstar & The Cyberfarm     www.bananabooks.com.au 
Funny farmyard duck with attitude and his co-performers including the only male belly dancing Pig.. Suitable for 8 year olds. Themes of friendship and helping others. Shortlisted for the international White Ravens collection 2003.  Classroom playscripts available from hazele@netspace.net.au

Sequel   ‘Operatic Duck & On Tour  currently being written.

· Kalo Li’s New Country   (Blake Education) Factual. Girl from Hong Kong, making friends and working in family restaurant.

· A Hairy Question   (Blake Education)  Funny. Friendship theme.

· Stalker  www.Lothian.com.au   Set in a community radio station and about celeb stalking. Two viewpoints so technically interesting exploration of character motivation as well as writing techniques and unexpected ending. Psychologically based, but not violent nor sexual. Suitable for 12 year olds onwards.  Audio available from Bolinda Audio.  Links to media, communication and friendship.

· Antarctica’s Frozen Chosen  and the Terrorist?’  (Lothian 2004) www.Lothian.com.au
Young Adult eco-thriller:   Naïve ‘ Antarctic wildlife ’ web chat activists are ‘got at’  by  a terrorist group  .On board ‘The Polar Scientist’ a beset ,polar resupply ship, Antarctic ‘boffins’ are held  for their scientific knowledge of a genetic mutation causing infertility which crosses  from ‘beasties’ to humans.
Kyle and his Spanish exchange- student girlfriend Jade get involved, when Kyle gets a last minute summer job as a marine bio, helping to count ele-seals for the Antarctic summer. Activist Jade e-mails daily and is involved with the Red Herrings, an Internet cyber-  protest group. Jade starts e-mailing  about  illegal fishing vessels , Patagonian Tooth fish poachers and the Red Herrings web chat-line. After a crazy haircut, which is an Antarctic ritual like ice-dipping nude,  Kyle faces questions of mateship and the issues of who owns what and how far you will go to protect a friend, even one who calls you Big K.
On board the ‘boffins’ face the dilemma of whether their scientific knowledge  should be shared if others , especially politicians, will mis-use it.Then Kyle is R.T.A (Returned to Australia) while  Jade  changes her name to ‘Antarctica’ this time.
6. Writing Skills:

· ‘Antarctic Writer on ice’ (www.booksonwriting.com) Common Ground Publishing.

reprinted twice (2002)  follows an author’s expedition while beset in ice. Currently being recorded on audio and into Braille. Useful for writers, those interested in Antarctica and electronic communication and for students researching workstyles. Iinterview skills on location and how to write in difficult circumstances.

 ISBN 1-86335 090X

· Non Boring Travel Writing (www.booksonwriting.com) Common Ground Publishing.2001. (launched in Antarctica) For those wishing to write about their travels commercially or for personal satisfaction.

· The Business of Writing for Young People. Hale & Iremonger ISBN 086806656-7
Useful for those wishing to organise writing projects or write for children. www.haleiremonger.com
· Healthy Women:Getting the Balance Right ( www.choice.com.au) * Useful for Interview techniques.  Candid interviews with 27 high profile women and other extraordinary ‘ordinary’ females on coping with loss. Includes Qantas chair Margaret Jackson and Antarctic station leader Marilyn Boydell. 

· Fake ID  www.Lothian.com.au .Takeaway series. ISBN 0-7344-04425  * 
USE OF INTERNET for research in fiction.   Cyber family history sleuthing mystery for 10-15 year olds. On the day of her Gran’s funeral, Zoe discovers that Gran had faked her ID for years.  Links to refugees, sense of identity, family ties , friendship and  genetics. 

· Stalker  www.Lothian.com.au   * RELEVANT FOR DUAL FIRST PERSON VIEWPOINT AS A SUSPENSEFUL WRITING TECHNIQUE . Set in a community radio station and about celeb stalking. Two viewpoints, so technically interesting exploration of character motivation as well as writing techniques and unexpected ending. Psychologically based, but not violent nor sexual. Suitable for 12 year olds onwards.  Audio available from Bolinda Audio.  Links to media, communication and friendship.

· Antarctica’s Frozen Chosen  and the Terrorist?’  (Lothian 2004) www.Lothian.com.auYoung Adult eco-thriller:   * Importance of e-mailing amongst expeditioners in Antarctica 

7. Humour:

· Stickybill T.V. Duckstar & The Cyberfarm     www.bananabooks.com.au 
Funny farmyard duck with attitude and his co-performers including the only male belly dancing Pig.. Suitable for 8 year olds. Themes of friendship and helping others. Shortlisted for the international White Ravens collection 2003.  Classroom playscripts available from hazele@netspace.net.au

Sequel   ‘Operatic Duck & On Tour  currently being written.

· Duty Free (www.Lothian.com.au) ISBN 0-7344 0334-8 Fast paced ,funny mystery set on a tour of China where Sam’s Mum is the scientific tour guide. Ethical dilemma of whether a parent should ask a 14 year old to be involved politically and to smuggle ideas through customs..What is duty free? Links to Asian studies and respect for others’ views.

· A Hairy Question   (Blake Education)  Funny. Friendship theme.
· Seiko the Watchdog  (Shortlands)  funny, sleuth dog for beginning readers

· Astrid the Mind Reading Chook  (Macmillan Education)  Sleuth who rides a Harley and finds a lost sense of humour. Simple reading but higher idea content.
· Committee-itis  ( www.choice.com.au) co-authored with management consultant Jean Roberts.  ISBN 1920705074  $20  A  humorous approach to diagnosing and immunising  your committee against infection such as Irus the Virus. Infection-avoidance techniques. Fun scenarios for conferences and workshops. Interstate workshops and talks available. Relevant for business, community and student groups.

Jean Roberts website:  www.jeanroberts.com.au or email  jroberts@iaccess.com.au

8. Multi-Cultural:

· Kalo Li’s New Country   (Blake Education) Factual. Girl from Hong Kong
· So Who’s a Misfit?  (Harper Collins)  Crystal is a miss who doesn’t fit. She’s at a Jewish school and she’s not that religion. During the hockey match she learns a lot and not just about kosher food.

· Dragon wheels…a Vietnamese girl making adjustments in Australian society.

9. Mysteries:

· Zoo Clues   E-Book  www.ebookland.net 8-10 year olds 

· The Frequent Flyer Twins series , www.ebookland.net ( 5 titles)  10 year old Asian-Australian twins who solve mysteries at international airports.

False Bottom, Gameplay,  Artnapping, The Idea Pirates, Fleeced (NZ)

· Antarctica’s Frozen Chosen  and the Terrorist?’  (Lothian   July release 2004) www.Lothian.com.au Young Adult eco-thriller:

· Winning a Giraffe Called Geoffrey, ‘Mindspaces , & Birds on the Brain (Random House)   junior mysteries with Art who is a non reading sleuth who is resourceful.

10. Animals

· Our Cake-Eating Hippo Plays   bushfire@bushfirepress.com  www.bushfirepress.com $38.50

Classroom plays, easy music, activities and songs based on the hippo picture books.Can be used as the basis of a Hippo-Playfest  ‘creativity’ theme across the school community.

· The Cake-Eating Hippo series: (Hodder Headline) 

0340 286970  There's a Hippopotamus on My Roof Eating Cake
0340 419318  My Hippopotamus is on the Caravan Roof Getting Sunburnt 

0340 549696  Hey Hippopotamus, Do Babies Eat Cake Too?
0340 60531 6  Look, There's a Hippopotamus in the Playground, Eating Cake! 

0 7336 05230  Guess What: There's a Hippo on the Hospital Roof Eating Cake'  1997

0340608587  Hip, Hip, Hippo  1993, a junior novelisation 

073 1605055  Snowball    Snails on Stage        (Horwitz Graham)               1987

0701631473     Jacaranda/Rigby  Hip Hip Hippo: How to Stage A Puppet Play  1993

· Zoo Clues E-Book  www.ebookland.net  8-10 year olds

· Stickybill T.V. Duckstar & The Cyberfarm     www.bananabooks.com.au 
Funny farmyard duck with attitude and his co-performers including the only male belly dancing Pig.. Suitable for 8 year olds. Themes of friendship and helping others. Shortlisted for the international White Ravens collection 2003.  Classroom playscripts available from hazele@netspace.net.au

Sequel   ‘Operatic Duck & On Tour  currently being written.

· Feymouse   (Penguin) picture book about a large and clumsy cat born into a family of highly talented mice. About coping successfully with being different.   1 hour  Musical rock pop adaptation available.

· Seiko the Watchdog  (Shortlands)  funny, sleuth dog for beginning readers

· Astrid the Mind Reading Chook  (Macmillan Education)  Sleuth who rides a Harley and finds a lost sense of humour. Simple reading but higher idea content.

· Stickybeak (Penguin) picture book about a class pet duck with attitude who comes home for the weekend.

· Axminster the Carpet Snake ( Penguin)  sequel to Stickybeak.
