Fake I.D.

by  children’s author Hazel Edwards

a 300 word article about researching a novel

 Realistic fiction requires research, and mysteries must have credible clues. 

For my  ‘Fake I.D.’ in Lothian’s Takeaway series, which uses family history cyber-sleuthing skills , I was helped by the ‘genis’ from the State Trustees because I needed to know how they tracked beneficiaries. From the dramatic beginning  at Grandma’s funeral when 15 year old Zoe discovers her grandmother had used a fake identity for years, my story had to appeal to 12-16 year olds.

Genealogist Kath Ensor had attended one of  my ‘Writing a Non- Boring Family History’ workshops but I am my disabled cousin’s guardian, and this is how I became aware of fascinating stories behind some estates. 

How did the State Trustees help?  

Without breaching confidentiality,  they demonstrated processes of tracing beneficiaries, explained DNA testing , charted trees and shared quirky anecdotes. Impressed by their thoroughness across two years plotting,  involving them in the book launch, was my way of saying thank you. 

What’s ‘Fake I.D.”  about?

Some kids use fake ID.  But  to find your Gran used fake ID for years  is a shock. For Zoe’s family history assignment, she had to interview Gran, her oldest relative. But Zoe was too late to talk with her.On the day of  Gran’s funeral. Zoe found Gran’s ‘not to be opened until after my death’ package. So she opened it. 

Turns out,  Gran was not just Madga, she had other names too. And other lives.

Had she been a ‘con-artist’or a  political activist? 

What could you inherit?  Just red hair? Or maybe ‘bad’ genes?

Zoe finds out, with the help of her hockey playing , ‘techie’ mate Luke, via www.finalthoughts.com , the Dead Persons’ Society and Red Cross International which finds Missing People. And, who are the others in the digitally enhanced ‘family’ photo? Not all families are as they first appear.  And yet, do the labels really matter?

www.netspace.net.au/~hazele  has downloadable teachers’ notes.
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