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Request for assistance with search tasks at review stage
Cochrane Consumers and Communication Review Group 

(Form TSCREV001)


	What we can provide to review authors
	What we expect of review authors

	· If authors cannot access sufficient local expertise, or have problems with database access, we can: 
· Translate the MEDLINE strategy for application in other databases
· Run the strategies on the databases we have access to, and email you the search output.
	· Authors requesting assistance from the Review Group in tasks such as revising a MEDLINE strategy, translating it for other databases, and running searches, must complete this form.


	· We will attempt to obtain relevant full text papers that authors have not been able to retrieve themselves.  
	· Review authors themselves are responsible for obtaining relevant full text papers whenever possible.  

	
	· In addition to electronic database searches, authors must search for trials by other methods such as contacting experts and reviewing the reference lists of relevant studies.


1. Contact details

	Lead author name

(Note: if there has been a change in the review’s lead author, please also note this here)


	

	Review title

(Note: if there has been a change in the review title since first registration, please also note here any former titles for the review).


	

	Name and email address of contact person for search strategy
	


2. Nature of request

Please tick relevant boxes

	We request advice from the Review Group’s Trials Search Coordinator on our current search strategy for MEDLINE.
	

	We request advice on appropriate ‘translation’ of the MEDLINE strategy for use in other databases.  
	

	We request that the Review Group run some/all of the search strategies for electronic databases, and send us the output (in format as per question 6).
	

	Other (specify here)…..


	


3. Information about review

· ATTACH the final approved version of the protocol.

· ATTACH the search strategy.  (if you have strategies for more than one database, attach them all).

Tick all relevant boxes

	The review authors have developed the search strategies themselves
	

	The review authors received local assistance in the development of the search strategies
	

	The Review Group’s Trials Search Coordinator (TSC) has developed the strategies or has already had input 
	

	Other (specify here)
	


4. Databases 

We are searching the following databases ourselves: 

[LIST]

We don’t have access to these databases/registers and request your assistance: 

[LIST]
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5. Dates

Databases are usually searched from their start date to the present. If any date restrictions are applicable (usually because the intervention was not in use before a certain date) please note these here: 

Please mark one box: 

	There are no date restrictions for the searches
	

	The searches should be limited to INSERT DATE
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6. Output type

We are using the following reference management software: 

	Endnote (version ______)
	

	Reference Manager (Refman) (version _______)
	

	Other (specify _________________, version ________)
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7. Any other queries or comments

If you have any other queries of or information for the Trials Search Coordinator that you believe may be helpful, please note this below.  
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Please send this form and the requested attachments to the Trials Search Coordinator John Kis-Rigo at j.kis-rigo@latrobe.edu.au 
Thankyou.  We will acknowledge receipt of your request promptly and will usually address the required tasks within three weeks.  (Please note that the Trials Search Coordinator only works 2 days per week).

