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Request for assistance with MEDLINE search strategy development at protocol stage

Cochrane Consumers and Communication Review Group

(Form TSCPRO001, updated 13/05/2011)


	What we can provide to review authors
	What we expect of review authors

	· The Review Group can assist with development of the MEDLINE (OvidSP) search strategy for publication in the protocol (expected minimum turnaround time is 4 weeks).

	· Authors must send this form to our Trials Search Coordinator (TSC) soon after registration of the review title – before they commence work on the search strategy.

	· After the protocol has been accepted for publication, if authors cannot access expert local assistance, or have problems with database access, Review Group staff can also: 

· Translate the MEDLINE strategy for application in other databases

· Run the strategies on the databases we have access to, and email the search output to authors.


	· Review authors must complete this form in full, if requesting that Review Group staff develop/refine the MEDLINE search strategy.  

	· Retrieval of full-text studies which authors are unable to obtain themselves.
	· In addition to electronic database searches, authors must search for trials by other methods such as contacting experts and reviewing the reference lists of relevant databases  




1. Contact details for review team, and protocol status
	Lead author name


	

	Review title


	

	Name and email address of contact person for search strategy
	


What stage is your protocol at? (Please choose one)

· Drafting

· Has been submitted to the Review Group for peer review

· Revising after peer review

2. Information about the review selection criteria

	Types of studies


	

	Types of interventions

	

	Types of participants
	


· ATTACH the final version of Title Registration Form, or the draft Protocol.
3. Subject headings and free text terms for the intervention

Authors must:
a) List the natural language and accepted phrases used to describe the intervention.  
b) List the most important keywords that are used for the intervention in key articles on the topic.  
c) List relevant terms derived from published search strategies in systematic reviews on similar topics.  
d) Using MEDLINE (Ovid SP), list the most relevant subject headings and their scope notes.  
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FILE NAME AND LOCATION: 
4. List key references for the review topic, including any potentially included studies.    

5.  Databases we intend to search
NOTE: PubMed and the NLM Gateway (for MEDLINE) and Embase.com (for EMBASE) are not acceptable search platforms for Cochrane reviews with our Group.  Authors must use the OvidSP platform instead.  
· MEDLINE (Ovid SP)
· Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL), (The Cochrane Library).  
· EMBASE (Ovid SP)
· PsycINFO(Ovid SP)
· Proquest Dissertations and Theses database

· ERIC

· Sociological Abstracts

· CINAHL (EBSCOhost) – note, this should only be used if particularly relevant to the review topic, and authors must make the case for its use.
· Other (please specify)
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6. Dates

Databases are usually searched from their start date to the present.  If any date restrictions are applicable (usually because the intervention was not in use before a certain date) please specify these here, giving your reasons.
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7. Output type

We are using the following reference management software: 

	Endnote (version ______)
	

	Reference manager (Refman) (version _______)
	

	Other (specify _________________, version ________)
	


8. Local assistance

Do you have access to local assistance from someone with expertise in preparing strategies for Cochrane systematic reviews, for instance a librarian, information specialist or researcher, for any of the following tasks: 

	Developing/refining search strategies
	YES/NO

	Translating a MEDLINE strategy for use with other databases
	YES/NO

	Running searches
	YES/NO


If yes, please specify the person’s previous experience with Cochrane reviews:

9. Any other queries or comments

If you have any other queries of or information for the Trials Search Coordinator that you believe may be helpful, please note this below.  
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Please send this form and the requested attachments to the Cochrane Consumers and Communication Review Group’s Trials Search Coordinator, Mr. John Kis-Rigo (j.kis-rigo@latrobe.edu.au)
Thankyou.  We will acknowledge receipt of your request promptly, and will advise when the request has been actioned.  (Please note that the Trials Search Coordinator only works part time).
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