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La Trobe University has
completed negotiations to
purchase the historic Argus
building on the corner of

La Trobe and Elizabeth Streets
in the Melbourne Central

Business District.

‘This is a significant step in our efforts to
enhance the profile of the University and
to strengthen links with key business and
health sectors,” the Vice-Chancellor of
La Trobe University, Professor Michael
Osborne, said.

‘The University’s commitment to
Victoriaand to Melbourne can be no better
demonstrated than by our plans to
bring back to its past glory one of
the city’'s great landmark
buildings,” Professor Osborne said.

He said the acquisition of the
building represents a key strategic
initiative for the University as it
will alleviate an acute shortage of
teaching space at the University’'s
main Melbourne campus in
Bundoora and provide an excellent
CBD base for vocational and
postgraduate programs such as
Law. :
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‘The location of the building
means that students of the

University can take advantageof a =, "
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The building will also be configured to
attract commercial tenants whose
businesses are linked to higher education
and who have amutual interest in fostering
the delivery of quality higher education
programs.

With this development La Trobe
University intends to develop further links
with the business community for the
benefit of staff and students and access
another income stream that will reduce the
University’s dependency on government
funding.

The purchase of the building which once
housed The Argus, one of this nation’s
great newspapers, is singualarly appro-
piate since the University has strongly
supported the major task of indexing The
Argus as aresearch instrument

variety of public transport modes,’
Professor Osborne said.

An artist’s impression of the Argus Building with the tower and
other features added. A Bruce Henderson Architects approved
commercial design. Photo courtesy Colliers International.

‘The University’s attractiveness to
future undergraduate and postgraduate
students who work in the city will aso be
significantly enhanced.’

The Argus building will be redeveloped
to ensure that students and staff are
provided with state-of-the-art facilities
whilst preserving the historic features of
this Melbourne icon.
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Over the years The Argus building was
the scene of many great events.

In the days before radio and television,
crowds often gathered around it to buy
newspapers containing the first details of
major events. One was the announcement
of the decision to pursue Federation when
Melbourne’s population turned out in
thousands to voice its approval. m



. CLASSICAL STUDIES JOURNAL

THRIVES AT BENDIGO

© La  Trobe University
4 Bendigo has for many years
been home to a prestigious

W

-} international peer-reviewed
EL journal in classical studies.

Ramus: Critical Studies in

Greek and Roman Literature,
now in its 34th year of
publication, attracts sub-
scribers from classics scholars
worldwide.

Its low local profile stems
as much from the modesty of
its associate editor and
production manager, John
Penwill, Head of the
Department of Arts and
Planning at La Trobe Bendigo,
as from its esoteric content.

Foundation editor and
continuing editor-in-chief is

The journal started publication at
Monash University in 1972, when John
and Tony were both members of staff in
the Department of Classical Studies, but
transferred production to Bendigo when
John was appointed there in 1987.

While Tony commissions some
editorial items and together they select
editorial contributions, John also
prepares the layout, organises the
printing and supervises the dis-
semination to classics scholars in 18
countries. Ramus is printed by
McPherson’s Printing Group, Mary-
borough.

‘When we started Ramus it was the
only journal in the world that
specialised in articles of a critical nature
on works of classical Greek and Roman
literature,” John said. ‘Now several
journals in the USA and Europe have
followed our lead.

J o h n
explains that
Ramus is the Latin
word for ‘bough’, and the
reference is to a famous
passage in The Aeneid —an
epic poem by the Roman writer
Virgil—describing the golden
bough which the Trojan hero
Aeneas needs in order to enter
the underworld and return
alive. m
More information about
amus may be found at
the journal’s website:
www.bendigo.latrobe.edu.au/
publicat/ramus/index.html

Tony Boyle, Professor in
Classics at the University of
Southern California. John first
met Tony when they were
students together at Cambridge
in the late 1960s.
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WHEN IN ROME —

Military confrontation and what looks good on TV may not be the
best ways of securing goals. Long term quiet diplomacy may be
better, and there are examples in Roman history to prove this.

Contrasts between the political effectiveness of quiet diplomacy
and moral grandstanding in the political arena were themes of a
public lecture in February by noted Welsh classica scholar,
Professor Gareth Williams, Chair of Classics at Columbia
University, New York.

The lecture was a major event during the Australian Society for
Classical Studies 25th annual conference at La Trobe University,
Bendigo. Professor Williams cited the case of Roman consul
(general) MarcusAtilius Regulus, aman of truth but proneto political
grandstanding—who was rewarded for both with a nasty death.

Regulus was captured by Carthage at the time of the First Punic
War between Rome and Carthage (264-241 BC) and was sent home
to persuade Rome to seek peace. He gave his word that he would
return to Carthage irrespective of the outcome of his mission.
Instead of advocating peace, he publicly urged the Roman Senate to
continue hostilities, then returned to Carthage and was executed.

While Regulus became a by-word for the Roman virtues of fides
(keeping your word) and pietas (duty), later writers such as Horace

Nearly 300 university libraries
worldwide subscribe to Ramus, and
contributors come from all parts of the
English-speaking world.

and Silius Italicus presented his virtue as praiseworthy but his
inflexibility as counter-productive.

In the real world of the Roman Empire more was achieved by
quiet and patient diplomacy than by mora grandstanding. For
Silius, the man who saved Rome in the Second Punic War was not
one of the old-fashioned consuls (the ‘ Regulus’ types) who insisted
on meeting the enemy head on and lost battle after battle but rather
Quintus Fabius Maximus who wore Hannibal out by shadowing his
army around Italy and consistently refusing to fight.

At the time of Augustus the return to Rome of standards lost in
the Parthian War was represented as a great military victory. In fact
it was achieved by years of negotiation.

‘Shock and awe' may look good on TV, just as the return of the
standards looks good on the ‘Primaporta Augustus —the well-
known statue now in the Vatican Museum.

Professor William said the Bush administration needed to be
aware that what looks good on TV may not secure long-term goals.
Taking the Regulus approach may give you and your conservative
supporters awarm inner glow—abut it can also prove to be apolitical
and strategic dead end. m
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Helping the Bandjalang claim their
goanna country

La Trobe University anthropologist, Dr
John Morton, is making a significant
contribution to a Native Title claim by the
Bandjalang people in northern New South
Wales.

La Trobe University has entered a
contract with the ATSIC-funded NSW
Native Title Services to provide the
services of Dr Morton, a lecturer in
Anthropology in the University’'s
Sociology and Anthropology Program, to
undertake anthropological research and
present expert evidence to the Federa
Court of Australia.

Despite the reloxed al fresco setting, this/is an
official sessionlof the Federal Court of
Australia hedring-the Bandjalang Nafive Title
claim ot Evans Head.

has been
Anthropology and Aboriginal Studies for

Dr Morton teaching
more than two decades and is an
acknowledged expert on Aboriginal land
tenure and land rights.

The case, made under the Native Title
Act (1993), which aims to give statutory
recognition to Indigenous common law
rights and to resolve land management
issues, concerns an application by the
approximately 400 strong Bandjalang
people for a Native Title determination on
about 4,000 hectares of their traditional
country near Evans Head, south of Ballina.

Now national park land, the claim areas
are home to many goannas, one of the
traditional totems of the Bandjalang
people. One part of Evans Head is
officially called Goanna Headland.
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Largely comprising heathlands, forests
and swamps, the land in question is
currently under the control of the NSW
National Parks and Wildlife Service.

The first hearing of the claim in the
Federal Court was in October 2002, with
the Government of NSW and organisations
representing fishermen, farmers and
beekeepers responding to the claim. No
further hearings have been held to date.

‘Basically, the Bandjalang have to
produce evidence to validate their clam
and the respondents will generally seek

either to prove Native Title does not exist
under the legislation governing claims or
to limit any traditional rights and interests
that might be recognised,” Dr Morton said.

Evidence pertaining to archaeological,
historical, linguistic and anthropological
aspects of the case is currently being
assembled and presented to the court in
written form. Some ‘lay’ evidence by
Bandjalang claimants has aready been
given and more may follow.

‘ Anthropological evidence tends to have
the highest profile in the presentation of
expert evidence in Native Title claims. So
far my contribution in this case has been to
prepare areport on behalf of the applicants
and | am in the process of compiling a
supplementary report,” Dr Morton said.

Dr Morton spent periods over three

months in 2001 and 2002 in the field
gathering evidence about Bandjalang past
and present laws and customs, and
examining them as evidence of the
continuity of Bandjalang society from
1788 to the present.

Much of the research was genealogical,
tracing families back to the early 19th C.
‘I have identified landholding groups and
documented laws and customs of those
groups, out of which arise traditiona rights
and interests in the land,” he said.

‘These rights and interests have to be
proven to have existed from 1788 to the
present day. | believe continuity does exist

Stylised goanna
symbol of the
Bandjalang people

.
because the
Bandjalang people retain deep spiritua
attachment to the claimed land, maintain a
number of sacred sites and exercise
traditional rights, including to hunt and
gather in certain areas and to make decisions
astowhat happensto their land. The country
is fundamental to peopl€'sidentity.

‘From my research | have reached the
conclusion that this continuity exists.
Thereisalso continuity in other ways, such
as in language. Some older people still
regularly speak Bandjalang, a dialect of a
larger Aboriginal language—but language
isnot in my area of expertise.’

If the case is not settled out of court and
further hearings before the Federal Court
of Australia are held, Dr Morton may be
called as a witness to give ora evidence
and be cross examined on matters arising
from his reports. m



EAGLES SYMBOLISE

LA TROBE—YOLNGU
RELATIONSHIP

painting in traditional eastern

Arnhem Land style symbolises a
close ‘mutua help’ relationship of more
than three decades between La Trobe
University and Aboriginal people of the
Yolngu cultural group.

Currently hanging in the University’s
Art Museum, the large painting by highly
regarded Yolngu traditional artist, Roy
Wuyngambi Ashley, depicts a number of
animals—including two eagles, claws
entwined. The eagle is a totem of the
Wagilak.

The top left eagle represents the wedge
tailed eagle while that on the right is a sea
eagle clutching a fish. These two species
have a father/son relationship in Yolngu
kinship. This is a sign of respect for
La Trobe with it being acknowledged as a
senior partner.

Thisrelationship is also that between the
artist's father and La Trobe associate
professor in genetics, Dr Neville White.
Below the wedge tailed eagle are stone
spears which are of great significance to
the Wagilak in ceremony and exchange
“Theimmature” seaeagleisgrowing these
sacred objects from its tail...

Entwined claws and tail feathers—
changing into stone spears— indicate an
exchange of gifts to show the closeness of
the relationship between the owners of the
two ‘totems’.

La Trobe commissioned the painting by
Roy Wuyngambi Ashley—tribal ‘ grandson’
of Dr White— who has conducted research
with the Yolngu people of north east
Arnhem Land each year since 1971.

During the decades of his research into
population genetics, medica and
nutritional anthropology, and natural and
cultural resource management, Dr White
became so close to members of the
Marralarrmirri clan at Yolngu that he has
been incorporated into their kinship
system. Through this incorporation he has
been given defined tribal relationships
with various clan members.

Other clan ‘relatives  include
Wuyngambi’s father, Dhawugari who died
in 1985 — sufficient time has now lapsed
for his name to be spoken or written—his
brother, Djardie Ashley and his uncle,
Sambo Barraparra, both of whom are also
highly regarded painters in the traditional
style.

For the past eight years, Dr White has
helped to establish a range of community-
based programs in a number of Homeland
Centres including Wuyngambi’s
community. Currently, four La Trobe
higher degree students are working in
eastern Arhhem Land on land
management, environmental  health,
nutrition education and the understanding
of cancer and its management. Over the
years, 12 Honours and postgraduate
students have accompanied Dr White to
the area to assist with various research
projects.

Artist Roy Wuyngambi Ashley with partially
completed painting.

‘This has been a two-way learning
process even though the students and |
have probably learned more than we have
taught,” Dr White says.

‘Members of the clan see La Trobe
University as my "company’ lineage" and
were impressed by the wedge tail eagle
logo on vehicles and at my research station
in the Donydji Homeland Centre.
| explained that the eagle was the
University’stotem asit isfor the Wagilak.’

A number of events prompted the
creation of the painting.

They included the ending of the period
of mourning for Dhawugari, an agreement
in principle for the establishment at La
Trobe of a University Centre for
Indigenous Research Partnerships, the
lengthy relationship between University
and Clan, and the opening last year at
Donydji of a primary school for 23
children, established through the efforts of
Dr White and one of his postgraduate
students, Heidi Lehmann, and financed by
the Rotary Clubs of Melbourne and East
Keilor as well as The Potter Foundation.

o mark these events, Dr White, Deputy

Vice Chancellor for Research,
Professor Fred Smith, and the former
Curator of Art Works, Mrs Rhonda Noble,
commissioned the painting as a symbol of
the bonds. Wuyngambi completed the
work in September, 2003.

‘The degree of traditional cross
hatching—the very fine white lines painted
with a single human hair attached to a
stick—which obscures to some extent the
figures—illustrates  the  importance
Wuyngambi attached to this work,” Dr
White said.

‘By deliberately obscuring animal
species and religious objects and sites the
artist draws attention to the natural
environment being covered in layers of
sacred meaning as well as to the time and
effort and understanding required to begin
to appreciate this complexity.’

‘The entwined eagles show the
closeness between the University and the
artist’s Marralarrmirri Clan and that of his
“mother”, the Birdingal Ritharrngu.

The painting will be hung in th
Department of Genetics, Biological
Science building and will beincluded in an
exhibition of highlights from the La Trobe
University Arts collection to held at the
Bundoora Homestead Arts Centre in
August. m
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Fine tuning management of

La Trobe University is participating in a
project funded by the Cooperative
Research Centre for Aborigina Health to

enhance governance in Aboriginal health
services.

Jointly led by Associate Professor Judith
Dwyer, Head of the Department of Health
Policy and Management of La Trobe
University’s School of Public Hedlth, the
project is part of a $1.3 million boost to

Aborigina health research.

Associate Professor Dwyer, her joint
project leader, Associate Professor Cindy
Shannon of the University of Queensland,
and PhD student Ms Leisa McCarthy, have
been awarded $252, 678 for research to

strengthen governance and management of
Aboriginal health services.

Working with a group of practicing
managers of Aboriginal health services, the

team will explore the problems and

challenges these managers face, and use

the information gained as the basis for a
subsequent program of applied research.

The CRC for Aborigina Hedth was
launched in August 2003 to coordinate
research in Aborigina communities and
laboratories, researching treatments for
diseases and conditions, as well as the
effectiveness of existing health services.

Associate Professor Dwyer said that
managers of Aborigina heath services
were constantly negotiating between the
informal, traditional relationships and
ways of working of the Aboriginal
community and the formal requirements of
incorporated bodies receiving public
funding

She said the research would not start
from a‘deficit model’, focussing on skills,
experience or commitment that are seen to
be lacking, but rather would work with
Aboriginal managers to understand the
management and governance challenges

HELPING AMPUTEES IN GUJARAT

NTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
have called upon the expertise of
La Trobe University’s National Centre for
Prosthetics and Orthotics to ensure the

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY BULLETIN

success of a program to help amputee
victims of a massive earthquake in India.

On January 26, 2001, thousands died
when a gigantic earthquake devastated the
Kutch region of the State of Gujarat.

A number of local and international
organisations, including the French NGO
Handicap International (HI), provided
orthopaedic and other care to survivors—
many of whom had lost limbs.

After hundreds of victims were fitted
with prostheses—artificial limbs and other
body parts—a need arose to evaluate the
efficiency of the prosthetic fittings and
their long term personal and social effect.
In order to ensure that victims continued to
receive maximum care, HI, with the
financial assistance of the American Joint
Jewish Distribution Committee, called on
the National Centre for Prosthetics and
Orthotics staff for help.

In August 2003, Mr Wesley Pryor, an
associate lecturer with the Centre and
La Trobe PhD student, went to Delhi
where he conducted training sessions in
research methods for HI staff and then to
Bhuj, the capital of Gujarat.

Aboriginal health services

they face while working in the contested
‘inter-cultural  world” occupied by
Aboriginal health services.

The project is one of the first seven the
new CRC has funded.

Announcing the grants, the CRC's
chairperson, Ms Pat Anderson, said the
projects, in going beyond the boundaries of
the Northern Territory, demonstrated the
national scope of the CRC for Aboriginal
Health.

She said making health systems work
more effectively was as important as
finding better treatment for chronic
diseases and sustainable and affordable
cures for infectious diseases.

‘It is also important for research to
involve collaboration between institutions
and to cross disciplines to draw out fresh
perspectives,” Ms Anderson said. m

Mr Pryor and HI staff selected 10 of the
more than 400 amputees and conducted a
pilot study on them with a view of
analysing three variables. These were the
satisfaction of the victims with their
prostheses, whether the amputee was
physicaly functional with the prosthesis,
and to what extent there was compliance—
how often the amputee wore the
prostheses.

‘Once | left, the local staff— in
collaboration with intern students from an
Indian Prothetics and Orthotics school
called Nirtar—then collected data from a
further 86 people. | analysed this data in
Australia, giving us a total sample of
nearer 100.

‘We called the project PEGASUS (Post
Earthquake Gujarat Amputee Survey of
User Satisfaction)’, Mr Pryor said.

‘Most amputees found their prostheses
were beneficial according to our definition
but we were disturbed by our finding that
about one third of amputees had been fitted
with unacceptable or barely acceptable
prostheses.’ m



Mobile phones are causing a serious debt
problem amongst youth as telecommunications
companies target young people’s financial and

consumer inexperience.

A La Trobe University report into youth debt highlights young
peopl€’s ever increasing use of mobile phone short message service
(SMS), SMS marketing, SM'S competitions and SMStelevision and
radio station polls.

Supervised by LaTrobe lecturer in Law & Lega Studies, MsLiz
Curran, the report was prepared by La Trobe students on Clinical
Legal Education Placement at the West Heidelberg Community
Legal Service. The students are Deanna Caruso, Courtney Wright,
Andrea Intagliata and Tanya Meek.

The report also expressed concern that the latest technology
enabling mobile phones to replace credit cards would be an
additional potential social problem.

Whether it be blatant overpricing—like charging up to 25 cents
per SM'S message or 55 cents for premium messages, when it costs
the company only one cent to send—encouraging reckless spending
through providing unlimited credit or unreasonable credit limits, or
the constant bombardment of advertising, mobile phone company
actions seem far from having the consumers’ best interests at heart.

Lack of awareness of consumer rights and questionable marketing
and sales techniques were the main causes for youth mobile debt—
and the latest SMS market and quasi-credit card use will only
exacerbate the adverse financial and social consequences for youth.

The report advocates that mobile phone companies must stop
targeting people who have little chance of managing the potential
debt phone companies freely offer. If the companies will not be
more responsible, authorities need to introduce more stringent
guidelines to prevent them taking advantage of vulnerable
customers.

Thirteen million Australians own mobile phones and SMS
messages were a cost effective alternative to making calls. However
SMS calls constituted a market currently worth one billion dollars
annually with more than 400 million text messages sent each
month. Some teens reported having sent up to 600 SMS messages
in one day.

Teenagers in Australia spend around $2.5 billion annually. They
are a lucrative target having a direct influence on 75 per cent of all
household purchases. However their lack of consumer and financial
experience make them most susceptible to aggressive marketing
tactics. Companies have many ‘have now, pay later’ schemes

P VASSIVE
[ MONSTERS
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Continued page 13
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THAT’S FOR THE BIRDS

THEY HAVE MUSCLED their way to
control large tracts of Melbourne and
Sydney suburbia, and increasingly larger
slices of the east coast rural landscape.

Like bandits, they wear a black ‘mask’
over their eyes, forehead and chin and
operate in gangs.

But easily identified by their bright
yellow bill and legs, pale grey back and
white belly, they are Noisy Miners—one of
the few native birds to have become
serious pests in their own country.

They do this by forcing other native
birds from their leafy suburban areas and
Eucalyptus woodland habitat and in doing
so damage and potentially destroy it by
upsetting the balance between flora,
insects and other fauna. To compound the
damage, some birds like the Grey-crowned
Babbler and Regent Honeyeater whose
habitat Noisy Miners have usurped, are
becoming rare or endangered.

They may also cause more broad-scale
ecological problems. The birds the Noisy
Miners have replaced also ate insectsin the
few eucalypts left in our rural landscapes.
Among insect-eating birds in decline are
the Hooded Robin and the Jacky Winter.

The concern is that the Noisy Miners
may not be eating the range or numbers of
insects previously consumed by the
displaced birds. This has the potential to
lead eventually to the death of trees from
insect damage, and the loss of whole
woodland communities of plants and
animals.

La Trobe University associate professor
in Zoology and miner expert, Dr Michael
Clarke, has received a Large Australian
Research Council Discovery Grant of
$60,000 per year over three years to
investigate ways to lessen the Noisy
Miners dominance.

Dr Clarke explains that the Noisy Miner
(Manorina melanocephala) is one of four
species of native Australian miner. They
are different again from the exotic
Common Myna from India and southern
China which is also increasing its range
and also becoming a serious pest in many
urban and some rural areas.

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY BULLETIN

‘We have tipped the ecological balance
in favour of the Noisy Miner which thrives
in eucalyptus woodland that is surrounded
by cleared land on which short grasses
now grow,” Dr Clarke said.

‘For example over the years they have
come to “own” the car parks and other
parts of the Bundoora campus to the
detriment of other local native birds.
Typicaly, between 20 and 200 Noisy
Miners will “colonise” aterritory of up to
10 hectares. They operate as “team-based”
collectives based on families with breeding
pairs helped by non-breeding close relative
males.

‘They have become the “mafia’ or
“brotherhood” of the east coast bird world
by relentlessly attacking intruders in their
territory—even tackling much larger birds

like kookaburras and herons which are
unable to ward off their “massed” attacks.
Persistently they chase off other birds—
native and exotic—until they have virtual
sole occupation of their territory.’

Dr Clarke said that Australians have to
wrestle with the philosophical challenge of
accepting that a native species could be a

pest and that something must be done. ‘ To
do nothing is to relegate other native
species to extinction,” he said.

‘Our reluctance to acknowledge that
native species can become pests shows
how easily we confuse concern for the
welfare of an individual animal, with
conservation. They are not necessarily the
same thing. Conservation has broader
goas of preserving whole populations,
species, communities and ecosystems.

‘Sometimes this involves making hard
choices that have serious implications for
individual animals. We need to appreciate
that to do nothing also has serious
implications for other individual animals,
and potentialy the persistence of entire
species and ecological communities.’

r Clarke's new research will build on

work carried out in the mid 1990s by
La Trobe PhD candidate, Ms Merilyn
Grey, on the effects of removing Noisy
Miners from habitat near Benalla and
Violet Town.

the habitat after
removing most of the Noisy Miners and
found that other species moved back in
immediately. When they did not have large
numbers on their side, remnent Noisy
Miners were content to cohabit with other
species. Like most bullies, they stopped

‘We monitored

attacking others when they found

themselves in a minority.’



‘I will be working to determine what
makes areas attractive or unattractive to
Noisy Miners. One factor may be the
height of grasses surrounding the
woodland in which the birds nest. We feel
confident that they like their woodland to
be surrounded by short rather then long
grass—but we don’t know why.

‘Part of my research will be to examine
therelatively rare sites such as the Barmah
Forest, and othersin northern Victoria and
in Gippsland where Noisy Miners live but
do not dominate and try to ascertain why.

‘One hypothesis | hope to test is that it
is only through flying in loose flocks that
other species—Ilike Musk Lorikeets—can
infiltrate the defences of the Noisy Miner
and gain access to resources on their
territories. The other species need to bein
good numbers if they are to gain a
foothold in a Noisy Miner territory, but
many species are, themselves, in low
numbers due to loss of habitat.

‘The goa of my research is to come up
with ~ recommendations  for land

Photo: Rohan H. Clarke

management practices that tip the balance
back in favour of the other birds in our
woodlands and parks, without creating
more habitat for Noisy Miners.’ m

Sorting out the relatives

in the Kangaroo family
- B Whoat is the link between Dr Mike

Westerman examining

3
- i g

mitochondrial DNA sequences of
both extinct and living kangaroos
in his La Trobe University genetics
laboratory —and the best way to

spend scarce conservation funds?

‘A very close link’, says Dr Westerman,

‘because our work with kangaroo DNA is

dowly piecing together a detailed picture of

y+... relationships between the various parts of the
% kangaroo family.

‘The discovery, or confirmation, that one or more members of the family have no close
relatives—and it is therefore imperative to conserve them—has a huge bearing on which
species need to be given higher priority for conservation.’

A reader in Marsupial Molecular Evolution in La Trobe's Department of Genetics,
Dr Westerman and his colleagues have recently confirmed through mitochondrial DNA
sequencing what others had suspected from morphological comparison—that Western
Australia’s very rare Banded Hare Wallaby has no kangaroo cousins. It has effectively
travelled alone down the evolutionary path for about 20 million years.

‘It's a loner—having diverged from other kangaroos al those years ago—and for this
reason must warrant the greatest attention of conservationists,’” Dr Westerman says.

The small, nocturnal Banded Hare Wallaby (Lagostrophus fasciatus), once common in
semi-arid regions of southern WA, occursin the wild now only on Bernier and Shark islands
in Shark Bay and is classified as ‘vulnerable'.

Fitting the Banded Hare Wallaby into the evolutionary jigsaw puzzle of the larger
kangaroo family has been among the principal research interests of Dr Westerman and two
other world expertsin marsupials, Dr Carey Krajewski of the University of Southern Illinois
and Dr Mark Springer of the University of California (Riverside).

All kangaroos evolved from a possum-like tree-dwelling marsupial about 45 million years
ago and research since the settlement of Australia has defined three distinct living groups.
One group comprises the larger kangaroos, wallabies and pademel ons, the second comprises
the bettongs and potoroos, and the third is thought to contain the last living representative
of another group, the Sthenurines or short-faced kangaroos.

‘Our group set out to use DNA sequences, both mitochondrial and nuclear, from both
living kangaroos and from museum specimens of extinct species, in order to build up a
complete picture of relationships in the kangaroo family. The DNA of representative species
of every sub group of the first two groups has been sequenced, giving us sound knowledge
of their relationships to each other,” Dr Westerman said.

‘However it’s not so easy to place the Banded Hare Wallaby which may, or may not, be a
member of the Sthenurines sub group otherwise thought to have been totally extinct.

‘We have found that the DNA of the Banded Hare Wallaby is, genetically, quite distinct
from all other living kangaroos. We are not yet sure whether it belongs to the Sthenurines
group since there are no known living species—but we now have a chance to find this out.

Two years ago, sub-fossil remains of a broad range of very well preserved Pleistocene
mega fauna species—including Sthenurines kangaroo— were found in a cave on the
Nullarbor Plain.

Continued page 15
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CARDIAC REHABILTATION SAVES LIVES

Astudy which La Trobe University
inaugurated and played a major part
has revealed that only 24% of eligible
patients attend cardiac rehabilitation
programs in Victoria.

This occurs despite evidence that
attending a cardiac rehabilitation program
following a major cardiac event can
increase the chance of survival by 35%.

The Medical Journal of Australia
published results of the study early in 2004.

La Trobe's School of Physiotherapy and
the National Heart Foundation of Australia
inaugurated the project which was carried
out in collaboration with the Victorian
Department of Human Services.

It revealed that people who attended
cardiac rehabilitation had a 35%
improvement in mortality at five years
compared with non-attendees.

The study utilised a state-wide database
of Victorian cardiac rehabilitation
participants in 1998 and linked it to both
the Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset
and the Victorian Deaths Register for the
same period. The linked database was then
used to identify participation rates and
patient mortality at five years.

One of the study investigators, Associate
Professor Helen McBurney of La Trobe's
School of Physiotherapy, said that
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although the attendance rate of eligible
patients at rehabilitation programs was
high by world standards, there was much
room for improvement.

‘Reasons for people not attending
cardiac rehabilitation programs need to be
investigated and strategies developed to
improve participation,” she said.

Another investigator, Dr Vijaya
Sundarargjan, Senior Epidemiologist,
Health Surveillance and Evaluation
Section, Department of Human Services,
said that the study confirmed cardiac
rehabilitation was poorly attended in
Victoria.

‘ Attendance rates for patients following
acute myocardial infarction was only 15%,
coronary angioplasty was 14% and
coronary artery bypass grafting slightly
higher at 37%. In addition, attendance is
even lower by groups that may benefit the
most from it—the elderly, women, those
with co-morbid conditions and those
without access to teaching and private
hospitals,’ she said.

Professor Andrew Tonkin, Heart
Foundation Director of Health, Medical &
Scientific ~ Affairs  said cardiac
rehabilitation helped patients who have
experienced a cardiac event, such as heart
attack, to return to an active, satisfying life

‘ . .1
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and minimise the risk of further cardiac
events and conditions.

‘Cardiac rehabilitation aims to assist
participants to achieve lifestyle changes
that will modify risk factors, using a
combination of physical activity, heath
education such as quitting smoking and
healthy eating, counselling and support,’
he said. m
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a Trobe University Professor of

Politics, Dennis Altman, has been
appointed to the Harvard University Chair
of Australian Studies — the third La Trobe
academic to occupy the prestigious post
since 1999.

A specidist in the fields of politics,
culture and society, Professor Altman is
also a well-known author and public
commentator and serves as President,
AIDS Society of Asiaand the Pacific.

He will take up the Harvard post in
January 2005.

Professor Altman appointed to

Harvard Chair

Professor Altman is the author of nine
books including Global Sex, (2001);
Defying Gravity, (1997); Power and
Community: Organizational and Cultural
Responses to AIDS, (1994); and Paper
Ambassadors, (1990). Defying Gravity,
and another of his earlier books,
Rehearsals for Change, are about to be
republished.

While his main teaching and research
focusislargely on Australiaand the United
States, he also specialises in globalisation
and development in the Asia-Pacific
region, as well as on community and
global responses to HIV/AIDS and
sexuality and sexual regulation in general.

Previous La Trobe University incum-
bents of the Harvard Chair were historian,
Professor Marilyn Lake, in 2001, and
social theorist, Professor Peter Beilharz,
in 1999.

The Harvard Chair was established in
1976 by a grant from the Australian
government in recognition of the American
Bicentenary and to further American
understanding of Austraia.

It has been held by high-profile figures
such as former Labor Prime Minister, Mr
Gough Whitlam, historians Professors
Manning Clark and Geoffrey Blainey and
former National Gallery of Victoria
Director, Dr Patrick McCaughey. m

Busy international schedule for linguists

DR DAVID BRADLEY of La Trobe University’s Linguistics
Program has been elected to the executive committee of the Comité
International Permanent des Linguistes (CIPL)—the International
Permanent Committee of Linguists.

Dr Bradley has been appointed for a five-year term on the
UNESCO-supported international steering body for the discipline
of Linguistics.

His specific responsibilities on the committee are issues
concerning language endangerment, a topic on which he has
presented plenary papers at a number of UNESCO and other
international conferences.

The appointment came on top of a very busy internationa
schedule for Dr Bradley and his postgraduate students.

He convened the 36th International Conference on Sino-Tibetan
Languages and Linguistics in Melbourne from 26-30 November
2003, and led a workshop on the endangered languages of China.

This conference, the major and longest-running annual
international gathering for Asian linguistics, had previously only
been held in Asia, Europe or North America. Over 70 papers
including three plenaries were presented, and there were over a
hundred participants, including a very large contingent of La Trobe
staff and students.

Earlier the same month, Dr Bradley was among La Trobe staff
and postgraduate students to attend the UNESCO-sponsored
Conference on Language Development, Language Revitalisation
and Multilingual Education in Minority Communities in Asia, in
Bangkok.

He presented an invited plenary talk on ‘Issues in Orthography
Development and Reform’, based on over 30 years of experiencein
helping minority groups of Southeast and East Asia with language

development. This talk discussed theoretical and practical issues
relating to sound and writing, and how to develop and improve
writing systems in consultation with the community. m
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Program readers, Drs Barry Carr and
John Hirst, played roles in the preparation
of the exhibition Outlawed, currently on
display at the Australian National Museum,
Canberra.

Outlawed examines an unusual aspect of
history—the stories behind a number of
the world’s rebels, revolutionaries, bandits
and bushrangers—including Australia’s
own Ned Kelly.

Scheduled to be presented at the
Melbourne Museum between 28 May and
10 October, 2004, and possibly other state
capitals, it is the first major exhibition to
investigate national outlaw legends from a
global perspective. It delves into the lives

OUTLAWED:

academics contribute to exhibition

of individua revolutionaries and outlaws
who became figures of national
significance.

Artefacts, including guns, clothing and
samples of writing, interactive material,
films, and short histories trace the
evolution of outlaw legends in popular
culture and legend making and examine
why socia outsiders fascinate and inspire.

Outlawed also seeks to reveal why
certain social rebels are glorified as
fighters against the injustices and
inequalities of class or colonialism and
why some came to symbolise chivalry,
courage, freedom, ruthlessness, tragedy
and mystery.

The exhibition showcases some of the
more intriguing outlaw heroes including
Robin Hood (UK), Ishikawa Goemon
(Japan), Ned Kelly (Australia), Jesse
James (USA), Pancho Villa (Mexico),
Hone Heke (NZ), Phoolan Devi (India)
and Salvatore Gilliano (Sicily) and
explores regional and global folklore and

‘fakelore’ and attempts to penetrate the
tension between fact and legend.

Dr Carr, who teaches a course entitled
Peasants and Paliticsin Latin America, and
is Director of LaTrobe University Institute
of Latin American Studies, has aways
been professionaly interested in bandits
and revolutionaries in 19th and 20th
century Latin America.

Dr Hirst, who is on the board of the
National Museum of Australia, and Dr
Carr were both members of the expert
committee which initially planned the
exhibition. As aspecialist in 19th and 20th
century Australian history, Dr Hirst
contributed his knowledge of Australian
bushrangers. He was supported by history
postgraduate, Mr Alex McDermott, who
studied Ned Kelly’s “Jerilderie Letter’ for
his honours degree.

Dr Carr advised the exhibition’s curator,
Professor Anne McGrath, about Pancho
Villa and assisted her with contacts when
she went to Mexico to source material. m

The Themis v Gaia syndrome
WHEN GREEK MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS DIFFER

IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY, Themis, the
enlightened goddess of human rights, did
not always see eye to eye with her more
conservative mother, Gaia

And so even today, Greek mothers do
not always agree with, or understand, their
better-educated daughters raised in more
liberated and egalitarian environments.

This is one of the themes of a new
anthology on mothers and daughters by
women writers of the Greek diasporabeing
commissioned and edited by La Trobe
University Greek Program lecturer, Helen
Nickas.

Currently being accumulated by Ms
Nickas—Australia’s foremost expert of the
literature of the Greek diaspora—for
publication this year, the texts will explore
mother-daughter relationships, particularly
those affected by migration, different
cultural values and sometimes huge
difference in educational levels. The
writers commissioned were asked to write
short stories, memoirs, biographical fiction
or short plays.
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‘The results of these differences
between mothers and daughters can often
be traumatic—but on the other hand can be
enlightening and rewarding,” says Ms
Nickas who has aready written two and
edited 12 books on and by Greek-
Australian writers whose stories reflect the
experiences of Australias estimated
350,000 to 500,000 people of Greek birth
or descent.

Founder of Owl Publishing (Melbourne),
Ms Nickas is general editor of the
publication series Writing the Greek
Diaspora which publishes literary works,
studies and bilingual editions of poetry.

While most of the previous books in the
series concentrated on Greeksin Australia,
the latest book—as yet untitled—will ook
at relationships between Greek mothers
and daughters not only in Australia but
also in other English speaking countries,
mainly Canada and the USA.

‘The advent of multiculturalism and
feminism has encouraged women of recent
migrant background to tell their stories

Themis from an Athenian vase ¢.340BC

which are becoming part of Australian
literature. | want to see more women
contribute and re-tell their stories from
their own perspectives and in their own
voices,” Ms Nickas said.

‘Migrant stories were initidly told by
men. Because women have different
perceptions and outlooks, they can throw
new light on how migration affects migrants
and their descendents in the new land.

‘All material in the new anthology will
be new, previously unpublished work.
| hope to have about 40 contributors and
I will write the introduction,” she added. m



MOBILES: MASSIVE MONEY
MONSTERS

Continued from page 7

although conscious of the fact young
people do not have the money to pay up
front.

SMS polls and competitions have
become the latest revenue raiser for large
corporations as they promote SMS
through popular television and radio
shows. SMS media and telecommu-
nications companies charge 55 cents for
each SM'S message.

While marketing and selling viaSMSis
a significant problem, it is not the only
mobile technology with potential to
plunge the inexperienced and vulnerable
into debt.

Of most concern was mobile commerce
or m-commerce. This, according to the
report, has converted mobile phones into
mobile wallets, enabling the user to make
payments with the push of a button.

This wave of technology has only just
begun and major credit card companies
have begun to join forces with mobile
phone corporations, making payments for
amost all goods and services possible
with the touch of a mobile phone.

The report concludes —

‘Society needs to protect its consumers
and if credit card-equipped mobile phones
are to be the next generation, then
stringent guidelines need to be applied on
SMS pricing and reasonable credit limits
must be employed.

‘The fact that telecommunications
companies have targeted young people’s
financial and consumer inexperience to
make enormous profits, and the fact that
the media, other large companies—and
even local councils—are now lining up for
their share of the profits, should cause
alarm bells to ring.

‘If action is not taken, the situation will
only deteriorate as youth nationwide will
fall further into debt.’ m

NEW HEAD OF PSYCHOLOGY

Dr Anthony Love has been

appointed the new Head of
Psychology at La Trobe
University Bendigo.

Recently elevated to associate professor,
Dr Love is a clinica psychologist,
specialising in the application of
psychology to palliative care and serious
medical conditions.

‘His appointment will support palliative
care in the region, through collaboration
with existing services,” said the Head of the
University’s School of Psychological
Science, Dr Simon Crowe. ‘His
appointment al so underlinesthe University’s
commitment to its regional communities.’

‘Dr Love has had considerable experience
inthe application of psychology in palliative
care—giving great psychological assistance
to people with illnesses such as cancer,” Dr
Crowe said.

Dr Lovejoined LaTrobein 1984 and for
the past decade has been a senior lecturer.
Before joining La Trobe he was a lecturer
in the School of Social Sciencesat Monash
Gippsland.

His research areas centre on the overlap
between the domains of social and clinical

psychology.

In particular, he is concerned with the
role of socia judgements, communication,
self-concept, and stress appraisals in
coping with clinical problems, both
physical and psychological. Postgraduate
projects heis currently supervising include
topics on psychological distressin patients
with lung cancer, and pain and anxiety
experienced by adolescents undergoing
invasive medical procedures for the
treatment of cancer.

In addition, Dr Love is a Senior
Research Associate of the Centre for
Palliative Care, St Vincent's Hospital and
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, where he

AT BENDIGO

is part of an National Health and Medical
Research Council-funded multi-
disciplinary team investigating the
psychosocial adjustment of men with
prostate cancer. This multi-site, long-term
study is the first of its kind and will
provide valuable information about how
men cope with the symptoms and
treatment of the problem across al its
stages, to palliative care.

Palliative care ams to improve the
quality of life of patients and their families
facing the problems associated with life-
threatening illness, through early
identification, full assessment, and
comprehensive treatment of problems,
physical, psychosocial and spiritual.
Compared to conventional care, specialist
palliative care services improve patient
and family satisfaction, reduce family
anxiety, provide better pain control and
improved symptom management.

Dr Love aso works in partnership with
Professor Annette Street, from La Trobe
University’s School of Nursing and
Midwifery. Professor Street is a sociologist
with an international reputation in health
care and nursing research. Their
collaborations integrate psychological and
sociological perspectives on palliative care.

‘| am looking forward to extending our
collaborative efforts with researchers and
practitioners in the region,” Dr Love said.

La Trobe's School of Psychological

Sciences teaches at three of the
University’s campuses — Melbourne
(Bundoora), Bendigo and Albury-

Wodonga. It has provided psychology
courses in Bendigo since the early 1990s
and currently there are ten staff based in
Bendigo.

Dr Love's move to Bendigo is a joint
appointment— 80% at La Trobe Bendigo
and 20% at the Bendigo Health Care Group.
The appointment enables the University to
further support the work of the Group,
through Dr Love's considerable expertise
and research experience in paliative care.

‘The joint appointment creates
opportunities for postgraduate students in
the region to integrate theoretical teaching
and practical skills, which will be of
immense benefit to them as practitioners,’
said Dr Love. m
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La Trobe helps
Australia Connect with Korea

La Trobe University's first Australia Connect program—in which 63 Korean tertiary
students studied English at the Bundoora campus—was successfully completed in February.

The students from Yonsei University, Seoul, and Dagjeon University, Dagjeon, spent from
three to five weeks studying English at the La Trobe University Language Centre.

During afternoons, evenings, and weekends, they participated in activities designed to
introduce them to aspects of Australian culture ranging from didgeridoo playing to
excursions and sporting events. The students lived at Menzies College during their stay.

A unique feature of the program was the appointment of Menzies College students as
‘buddies’ for the Koreans, ensuring that each visitor had a personal guide, mentor and
friend—and somebody on whom they could practise their English.

Laura Burge, a third-year student of international relations, helped organise the program
with the Head of Menzies College, Dr Michael Shortland.

The program follows recent visits to La Trobe from delegations from Korean universities.
Plans are being made for a second program in 2005.

‘Both groups were keen to return, and Dagjeon University is hoping to send over 100
students for a month next year,' says Mr Martin van Run, Director of the Language Centre.
‘We are all looking forward to the opportunity to build up a strong relationship with Korean
universities, and Australia Connect was a great start.” m

BEECHWORTH

OPERA

returns after fire

fter being cancelled in 2003 because

of bushfires, Operain the Alps 2004
attracted around 2500 people to La Trobe
at Beechworth on 24 January.

On a cam peaceful evening, the
audience enjoyed a range of works
including an emotional rendition of
Through the Fire, alight operatic work by
local composer Gordon Kerry to
commemorate the fires which ravaged the
area in the 2002/3 summer. Mr Kerry
received an Arts Victoria grant to compose
the work.

The private organisation Australian
Musical Events—with which La Trobe at
Beechworth has a strategic aliance as part
of the University’s Community Outreach
program—organised the event which
featured the Orchestra of Victoria,
international conductor Thomas Woods,
American born soprano Emily Whelan,
and other artists.

‘The extensive facilities and magni-
ficent gardens of La Trobe at Beechworth
were key to the University attracting this
prestigious annual event,’ said campus
director, Mr lan Burke.

‘It is a step towards our aim to make
LaTrobe at Beechworth amajor venue for
both musical performance and training in
regional Victoria,’ Mr Burke added. m
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Our division of mathematicians calculate

HOW TO REVERSE
THE BRAIN DRAIN

La Trobe’s Department of
Mathematics has figured out

how to reverse the brain drain.

Its innovative research environment and
other activity are attracting top level
academics, thus helping to reverse the
brain drain reported in a number of articles
in the main stream press recently.

Excellence Workshop on geometric
integration and scientific computation in
complex systems that took place at
LaTrobe in December 2003.

In another major achievement, Associate
Professor Grant Cairns won an Australian
Research Council Discovery grant for
2003-2005, which funds the salary of
research officer, Dr Yury Nikolayevsky.

Dr Nikolayevsky obtained his PhD from

(L to R) Professor George McNulty, Associate Professor Geoff Prince, Associate Professor Brian Davey,

Dr Marcel Jackson, Professor Reinout Quispel, Associate Profesor Grant Cairns, Dr Yury Nikolayevsky.

There have been a number of significant
recent initiatives.

Reinout Quispel, whose persona Chair
at La Trobe was recently announced, is
part of a team of thirteen Australian
mathematicians awarded a grant of
$11,000,000 for an Australian Research
Council Centre for Mathematical and
Statistical Modelling of Complex Systems,
which commenced in 2003.

A major focus of thisproject isto furnish
a number of PhD scholarships and
postdoctoral fellowships to provide much
needed opportunities for young Australian
researchers, and to attract talented people
from overseas. Professor Quispel is also
the organiser of an ARC Centre of

the University of Leningrad, but he has
become an Australian citizen and is now
making remarkable contributions to
Australian  mathematics.  Together,
Associate Professor Cairns and Dr
Nikolayevsky run a research group on
geometry, which over the coming three
years, will attract to La Trobe a number of
researchers from France, Spain and
Canada.

In addition, Associate Professor Brian
Davey runs La Trobe's very successful
Algebra Group, which has attracted to
La Trobe prominent mathematicians from
Oxford University and several key
American and European universities.
These mathematicians have made lengthy
stays at La Trobe to undertake joint

research—and more visits are aready
scheduled for the coming years.

Another prominent young
mathematician currently at La Trobe is Dr
Marcel Jackson from Tasmania—the sort
of researcher often attracted overseas.
However, Dr Jackson chose to bring his
Australian Research Council Fellowship to
La Trobe, in order to participate in
Associate Professor Davey's Algebra
Group. They organised the Victorian
Algebra Conference which took place at
LaTrobe in late September/ early October
and which included a Workshop on
Universal Algebraic Techniques starring
Professor George McNulty of the
University of South Carolina.

This followed another successful
international mathematical event at La
Trobe in July. Associate Professor Geoff
Prince organised an international
conference that attracted more than two
dozen leading international figures from
the field of differential equations and
differential geometry. Based on the
overwhelming success of the workshop, it
islikely to become abiennial event. m

Sorting out the
relatives in the

Kangaroo family
Continued from page 9

‘Much more importantly for us, the
remains on the kangaroo fossil were in
good enough condition for the Museum of
WA to send a sample for anaysis to the
Ancient DNA Laboratory run by Professor
Alan Cooper at Oxford University. If heis
able to obtain DNA sequences from this
animal, we can then compare them to
those of the Banded Hare Wallaby and
thus ascertain whether it is of that family.

‘We eagerly await Professor Cooper’s
results.’ m
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MATCHMAKING

— Shepparton style

HISTORICALLY, THE MATCHMAKER
was arespected, even revered figure whose
activities were vital to both persona and
socia needs within a community.

The Shepparton community has a
matchmaker of a different kind, athough
still respected. She is Ms Jenni Goodwin
who in December 2003 completed a
Bachelor of Arts degree at La Trobe
University’s Shepparton campus.

Her role is important to the welfare of
many individuals in the large immigrant
and refugee community—including
around 2000 Iragis—who live in the area
and provide much of the labour in busy
local orchards, farms and canneries.

Her ‘matchmaking’ is to ‘match’ up to
200 local volunteer English language
non-English

refugees.

tutors  with individual
speaking migrants and
Volunteers  not
only help migrants
to learn English
but frequently
become close
personal friends,
providing advice
about the multi-
tude of needs to
get by in our
community, such
as filling out
Centrelink forms,
dealing with
schools, doctors
and hospitals as
well as being a
friend when
needed.

‘Working full time in this field was
never in my mind when | enrolled for the
degree course four years ago,” says Ms
Goodwin who had worked in a range of
occupations in local canneries and other
businesses before enrolling as amature age
student for the degree. Now she has a full
time job selecting and training volunteer
tutors, matching them to individual
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migrants, and then supporting and advising
them in their work and monitoring the
results.

‘The course raised my awareness of a
vital need within my own local
community. | studied units covering Islam,
sociology and history and others relevant
to community issues and found these
subjects helped me to relate to what | was
observing around me,” Ms Goodwin said.

‘As part of the sociology unit, | worked
with three other students and my lecturer,
Dr Mary-Jo Fortuna, on a presentation
about immigration and refugees. While
researching this | learned of the Volunteer
Tutor Program being run by Goulburn
Ovens TAFE in partnership with AMES. |
found there is agreat need in the Goulburn
Valley as well as elsewhere in Australia,
for migrants and refugees to be made

welcome and to learn survival English. So
| became a volunteer while still studying,’
she said.

At that time the organisation of the
English language tutors and matching
them to suitable migrants was being run on
a part-time basis. Ms Goodwin was
offered the position of Coordinator of the
Volunteer Tutor Program while finishing

her final year at La Trobe. The program
developed so rapidly in the last two years
that the job of Coordinator of the Volunteer
Tutor Program became a full time for Ms
Goodwin late in 2003.

‘Selecting and training volunteer
English language tutors is quite a complex
process because each volunteer must be
properly “matched” with each migrant.
Because of the length and closeness of the
association between tutor and migrant,
they must be compatible.

‘Some migrants and refugees have been
tortured or otherwise traumatised by their
experiences in their home countries and in
detention centres in Austraia The
majority are Moslems, many of whom
understandably find difficulty adapting to
life in a modern western society.

‘Happily there is no shortage of
volunteersto help them.
Part of my job is to
organise training ses-
sions which comprises
three hours a week over
five weeks held at
Goulburn Ovens Insti-
tute of TAFE.

‘Training  includes
providing a variety of
strategies such as
learning to deal with
people who have been
through serious traumas.
During the training
period | must decide on
the student with whom
each tutor will be
matched, and vice versa.
Age, gender, religion, race and social
aspects play a big part in matching.

‘Volunteers come from all walks of life
and include retired teachers, university
students, mothers, senior citizens as well
as migrants who have been here for some
time. The only qudlification is to speak,
read and write English and want to help.’ m



