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Research Interests

Susan Lawrence is interested in the archaeology of British colonisation, gender, and
material culture studies. Her research has focussed on the Australian gold rush, the
colonial whaling industry, the pastoral frontier, and comparative studies of
nineteenth-century British colonies. She is President of the Australasian Society for
Historical Archaeology and serves on the Archaeology Advisory Committee of the
Heritage Council of Victoria. She is on the editorial boards of Australasian Historical
Archaeology and Historical Archaeology, and has edited special volumes of both

those journals. She is also on the editorial board of the International Journal of

Historical Archaeology.

Research Projects

Pre-Gold Rush Settlement in South Gippsland, Victoria (with Alasdair Brooks
and Jane Lennon)

This project uses a community studies approach to develop archaeological
perspectives on British settlement in Victoria before the upheavals of the gold rush in
the 1850s. A number of households in Tarraville will be excavated and the artefact
assemblages analysed to investigate the role of goods in the formation of culture on
a British frontier.

York Town Archaeology Project

York Town was the first British settlement in northern Tasmania, establishing a
European presence in the Tamar valley in 1804. With the West Tamar Historical
Society and PhD student Adrienne Ellis, this project is investigating the
archaeological evidence of one of the best-preserved sites of early British settlement

in Australia.
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Archaeologies of the British

Material culture from the UK and from former British colonies around the world is being used to
challenge historical and contemporary understandings of Britishness. The evidence includes a diverse
array of sources, such as pottery, houses, landscapes, maps, images, and texts. Through four centuries
of change, vernacular architecture, landscapes, and the objects of everyday life have been powerful

tools for defining, expressing, and manipulating Britishness both at home and abroad.

Archaeology of Whaling in Southern Australia and New Zealand

Whaling was Australia's first export industry and had a prominent role in colonial economies before the
gold rush. AWSANZ is an ARC-Linkage project between the university and a number of heritage
organisations around Australia and in New Zealand, including Heritage Victoria, the New South Wales
National Parks Service, and the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service. Sites in Victoria and New South
Wales have been surveyed and two sites in Tasmania (Adventure Bay, Bruny Island, and Lagoon Bay,

Forestier Peninsula) have been excavated.

Studies in Victoria's Goldfields Heritage

The Mount Alexander Diggings, 1851-1901 This project explores the history and archaeology of the
greatest shallow alluvial goldfield in world history: the Mount Alexander Diggings in central Victoria. The
project's findings are being used by the the Mount Alexander Shire and Parks Victoria to assist tourism
and heritage management in the central Victorian goldfields region. The project is being run jointly with
Ass. Prof. Alan Mayne (History, Melbourne University), and is funded by an ARC-Linkage grant with
Parks Victoria, Heritage Victoria, and the Mount Alexander Shire. Two PhD students (Keir Reeves,
History, Melbourne University, and Zvonka Stanin, Archaeology, La Trobe University) are supported by

the project.
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