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LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 

 
 ACADEMIC BOARD 
 
 
 Establishment of the Carolyn O'Gorman Plenty Valley Community Health Scholarships 
 
Plenty Valley Community Health (PVCH) has donated a sum of $30,000 to the La Trobe University 
Foundation to establish a scholarship in honour of one of their staff members, Carolyn O’Gorman, who 
perished in the Black Saturday bush fires of February 2009.  
 
PVCH would like to see two scholarships established which are awarded to commencing students in a 
health related discipline (preferably the Allied Health area).  The students must be experiencing financial 
hardship which might prevent them from undertaking tertiary study. 
 
As these scholarships are for students in the area of Health, the La Trobe University Foundation has 
worked with the School of Allied Health, the Equity and Diversity Centre and the Scholarships Office to 
develop a proposal to establish the Carolyn O'Gorman Plenty Valley Community Health Scholarships.   
 
The Faculty Board of the Faculty of Health Sciences has endorsed, for referral to Academic Board, this 
Scholarship proposal as follows: 
 
1. Name of Department/School proposing the scholarship 
 

School of Allied Health  
 
2. Name of Scholarship 
 

The Carolyn O'Gorman Plenty Valley Community Health Scholarships 
 
3. Nature and Value of Scholarship 
 

2 x $5,000 scholarships to be awarded per annum for the duration of the students’ undergraduate 
degree program (normally 3 or 4 years).  
 
Scholarships to be offered to students experiencing financial hardship: one recipient must be 
resident in the Whittlesea area or surrounding urban fringe and the other is to be classed as a 
student in need. 

 
4. Method of imparting Scholarship 
 

To be advised but either through the University’s prize-giving ceremony or through a private 
ceremony arranged between the Faculty of Health Sciences, La Trobe Foundation, Equity and 
Diversity Centre and Plenty Valley Community Health.   

 
5. Name and address of Donor 
 

(a) Plenty Valley Community Health 
c/o Stephen Chad 
Corporate Services Manager 
40-42 Walnut Street 
 Whittlesea, Victoria, 3757 

 



For communication with Donors please go through:  
(b) Joanna Watts   
 La Trobe University Foundation  
 ext. 5015  email: j.watts@latrobe.edu.au  

 
6. Period for which scholarship is committed 
 

3 – 4 years, depending on length of undergraduate program of the two scholarship recipients.  
 

It is hoped that if Plenty Valley Community Health will be happy about the management of the 
scholarship and the progress of the recipients and that they may be willing to consider extending 
the award for a further 3-4 years to enable two new scholarships to be offered.  A review meeting 
with Plenty Valley Community Health will be held in 2012. 
 

7. Eligibility 
 
This scholarship is open to students who are: 

• commencing study in 2010; 
• are enrolled in a Health related discipline at either the Bundoora or the Bendigo 

campuses;  
• either resident of Whittlesea Shire or the surrounding urban fringe and have been so for at 

least 12 months at the time of application or  be in need, as defined by the Equity and 
Diversity Centre and  

• experiencing financial hardship. 
 
8. Criteria 
 

To be awarded to commencing students in a health related discipline, who would not otherwise be 
able to undertake tertiary study due to their financial circumstances. 
 

9. Special conditions, if any 
 

One student to be a either resident of Whittlesea Shire or the surrounding urban fringe where 
Plenty Valley Community Health are based, the other student to be in need, as defined by the 
Equity and Diversity Centre. 
 
The successful scholarship winners must also comply with certain ongoing eligibility criteria: 

• financial circumstances must remain the same as at the time of application (changes to 
their financial position might affect ability to retain the award). 

• To retain the award, students must continue to make satisfactory progress with their 
academic studies. 

• The students who receive the scholarships are required to meet with the Plenty Valley 
Community Health Board and share their stories with members and explain what the 
scholarship means to them.   

• Students may be offered opportunities to undertake placements and vacation work with 
PVCH [these will be explored once the student is awarded the scholarship and the 
discipline that they are undertaking is known]. 

 
Academic Board is now invited to approve the establishment of the Carolyn O'Gorman Plenty Valley 
Community Health Scholarships. 
 
 
Faculty Registrar 
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